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COURSE OVERVIEW & OBJECTIVES 

 
 

Sejam bem-vindos! This collaborative course is offered by the Harvard School of Public Health (HSPH), the 
Fiocruz's Centro de Pesquisa Gonçalo Moniz, and the Brazil Studies Program at Harvard University's 
David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies (DRCLAS). A Scientific Organizing Committee is 
responsible for the planning, review, and assessment of the course and is comprised of ten faculty 
members from the Harvard School of Public Health, Fiocruz's Centro de Pesquisa Gonçalo Moniz, 
Faculdade de Ciências Médicas da Santa Casa de São Paulo, the Faculdade de Medicina da Universidade 
de São Paulo and the Universidade Federal da Bahia. The 2010 course builds on the experience of the 
inaugural course in January 2008 and benefits from the continued collaboration of the Santa Casa de 
Misericórdia de São Paulo Medical School (Santa Casa) and the second session of the course which took 
place in Salvador in January 2009. The third cohort of students participating in 2010 includes students 
from the United States, Brazil, Canada, Ghana, Nigeria, Pakistan, UK, and Vietnam who have diverse 
experiences as anthropologists, lab scientists, social workers, statisticians, development policy specialists, 
physicians, and more. 
 
Bringing together exceptional individuals is core to the success of this course – a fact that is reflected in 
the primary focus on people in the pages of this packet. A rich set of required and optional readings 
selected by the course’s 10 faculty, as well as all course lectures, are available for download on the course 
website. Through this initiative, we seek to strengthen existing collaborations and to foster new ones that 
create opportunities for joint learning and research during and after the course.  
 
The overall objectives for this course are to enhance participants’ abilities to: 
 

 Critically analyze environmental and socioeconomic factors in Brazil that are associated with a  
       high prevalence and geographic distribution of the infectious diseases discussed in this course. 

 Identify population characteristics, such as nutrition status, immunity, co-morbidities, degree of  
       exposure associated with disease epidemiology and the impact of these factors on disease                    
       morbidity and mortality. 

 Identify and describe selected infectious diseases that are prevalent in Brazil. 
 Foster lasting academic collaborations and joint research projects between HSPH and Brazilian  

      participants, strengthening personal networks throughout Brazil and internationally. 
 
We are delighted to have such a distinguished group of students and faculty participating in this field 
course, and we are grateful to the many individuals and institutions that have made this collaborative 
course possible. 
 
Grande abraço, 
 

 

 

 
Mary E. Wilson 

Associate Professor of Global Health 
and Population, HSPH; Associate 

Clinical Professor of Medicine, HMS

Mitermayer Reis 
Director and Professor, 

Centro de Pesquisas Gonçalo 
Moniz - CPqGM (Fiocruz) 

 

http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/
http://www.cpqgm.fiocruz.br/default.asp?area=0X0
http://www.drclas.harvard.edu/brazil
http://www.fcmscsp.edu.br/
http://www.fcmscsp.edu.br/
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HOST AND COLLABORATING INSTITUTIONS  
 

 
Harvard School of Public Health 
Founded in 1922, the Harvard School of Public Health is one of Harvard University’s ten 
schools. Recognized for its leadership public health research and education, its work 
encompasses not only the basic public health disciplines of biostatistics and epidemiology, 
environmental and occupational health, but also molecular biology,  quantitative social sciences, 
policy and management, human rights, and health communications. The school offers Master’s 
degrees in Public Health, Science and Occupational Health and doctoral degrees in Science (SD), 
Public Health (DPH) and Biostatistics (Ph.D.) and Biological Sciences (Ph.D.). 
 
Fiocruz's Centro de Pesquisa Gonçalo Moniz 
The Centro de Pesquisa Gonçalo Moniz (CPqGM) is a research center belonging to the 
Fundação Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz), which is an institution belonging to the Brazilian Ministry of 
Health charged with the mission of combating the country’s most urgent and most important 
public health challenges. The Fiocruz’s Centro de Pesquisa Gonçalo Moniz is a research, 
education, information and health assistance facility located in Salvador, Bahia. The main 
research units of the center are pathology, immunopathology, molecular biology, parasitology, 
ecology and control of infectious and parasitic diseases. The Center also offers graduate degrees 
in human pathology and investigative medicine. 
 
Brazil Studies Program & Brazil Office, David Rockefeller Center for Latin American 
Studies, Harvard University 
Founded in 1994, Harvard's David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies (DRCLAS) 
works to increase knowledge of the cultures, economies, histories, environment, and 
contemporary affairs of past and present Latin America. The mission of the DRCLAS Brazil 
Studies Program in Cambridge and Brazil Office in São Paulo is to enhance collaborative 
research among Harvard faculty and their Brazilian counterparts; encourage faculty engagement 
with Brazil and student participation in language programs, internships and research projects in 
Brazil; and provide a hospitable environment for Brazilians at Harvard and for Harvard scholars 
in Brazil.  
 
Faculdade de Ciências Médicas da Santa Casa de São Paulo 
The Faculdade de Ciências Médicas da Santa Casa de São Paulo (FCMSCSP) is a medical school 
belonging to the Irmandade da Santa Casa de Misericórdia de São Paulo, a nonprofit 
organization, which is the institution that established the first hospital in the city of São Paulo 
and today administers a network of 12 hospitals and several primary health care clinics 
throughout the metropolis. One of Brazil’s leading medical schools, the school also provides 
undergraduate and graduate degrees in nursing, speech therapy and health sciences.  
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Faculdade de Medicina da Universidade de São Paulo 
The Faculdade de Medicina da Universidade de São Paulo is the medical school belonging to the 
University of São Paulo (Universidade de São Paulo or USP), which is one of the three public 
universities funded by the State of São Paulo. One of Brazil’s leading medical schools, the school 
also provides training in occupational therapy, speech and language therapy and physical therapy. 
The Hospital das Clínicas is the institution’s primary teaching hospital.  
 
Universidade Federal da Bahia 
The Universidade Federal da Bahia (UFBA) is a public university located mainly in Salvador, 
Bahia belonging to a federally-funded public university system under the Brazilian Ministry of 
Education comprised of 43 universities. UFBA offers both undergraduate and graduate programs 
in the fields of public health and medicine including medical, dental and veterinary medicine 
degrees. 
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COURSE LOCATIONS  
 

 
City of Salvador, Bahia 
 
The city of Salvador, whose official name is São Salvador da Baía de Todos os Santos (Holy Savior of 
All Saints' Bay) is the capital of the state of Bahia. The city was the first capital and major port of 
colonial Brazil for almost two centuries and functioned as an important center of the sugar 
industry and the slave trade. With a population of almost 3.5 million in the metropolitan area, 
Salvador today is the third most populous city in Brazil. The city is divided on 17 political-
administrative zones, each neighborhood rich in its cultural traditions and historical significance. 
The historical center of Salvador, Pelourinho is renowned for its Portuguese colonial architecture 
and was declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 1985. The Fiocruz is located in the 
neighborhood of Brotas, a populous district in the western center of the city. Temperatures in 
January range from 30°C (86°F) to 21°C (73°F). 
 
Note: The city of Salvador celebrates the Lavagem do Bonfim on the second Thursday after the 
Magi’s Day (January 6). The celebration that represents a cleansing ceremony of the body and 
soul begins in the morning with the traditional on-foot procession of bahianas from the 
Conceição da Praia Church up to the top of Bonfim, where they wash the stairways and yard of 
the Igreja do Bonfim using brooms and scented water. In 2010, the Lavagem do Bonfim will take place 
on Thursday, January 14, 2009.  For those students in Salvador during the second week of the 
course, an optional day-trip to participate in the procession will be organized by the course 
organizers.  
 
Vale do Jiquiriçá  
Over the weekend of January 16-17th, the students and faculty participating in the course will 
travel to the Vale do Jiquiriçá, Bahia where Dr. Jackson Costa, who is a Senior Researcher at the 
Fundação Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz), has created a reference center for the diagnosis and treatment 
of cutaneous leishmaniasis. Jiquiriçá is approximately 254 kilometers from Salvador and Ubaíra is 
a nearby town where Fiocruz has a laboratory.  Students will be visiting and spending time in 
both locations. Two groups and faculty will remain on-site for the second week of the course. 
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LECTURES 

 
 
 
There will be 10 lectures that will be held on-site at the Fiocruz. Each classroom session is one 
hour and forty-five minutes in total length, with 45 minutes allotted for the lecture and the 
remainder for questions and group discussion. The objectives and key questions for consideration 
are determined by each lecturer as are the required readings.  Please see the course website for 
specific information and to download all materials.  

 
 Lecture 1: Building Background: Introduction to Brazil and the Unified Health System 

(Sistema Único de Saúde) (Naomar de Almeida Filho) 
 

 Lecture 2: Building Tools: Infectious Diseases & Human Rights (Aluísio Segurado)          
 

 Lecture 3: Building Tools: Demographic Methods (Marcia Castro) 
 

 Lecture 4: Building Tools: Working with Data (Marcia Castro) 
 

 Lecture 5: Building Specialized Knowledge: HIV (Maria Amélia Veras) 
 

 Lecture 6: Building Specialized Knowledge: HTLV  (Aluísio Segurado) 
 

 Lecture 7: Building Specialized Knowledge: Dengue Fever (Mary Wilson) 
 

 Lecture 8: Building Specialized Knowledge: Leptospirosis (Albert Ko) 
 

 Lecture 9: Building Specialized Knowledge: Schistosomiasis (John David and Mitermayer 
Galvão Reis) 

 
 Lecture 10: Building Specialized Knowledge: Leishmaniasis ( Jackson Costa) 
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SITE VISITS IN SALVADOR 

 
 
 

 
 

 
During the first week of the course, three will be three site visits in Salvador to the Hospital 
Couto Maia, the community of Pau da Lima and the São Marcos Health Clinic and the Zoonosis 
Control Center. The paragraphs that follow describe in each in detail. 
 
Hospital Couto Maia 
Founded in 1853 as the Hospital de Isolamento de Monte Serrat, Hospital Couto Maia originally 
served patients with yellow fever arriving on Brazilian and international merchant ships. It is an 
infectious disease reference hospital that serves the population of Bahia, which has suffered from 
various epidemics during this period including yellow fever (1849), cholera (1855), the bubonic 
plague (1904), Spanish Fever (1919), smallpox (1919) and typhoid fever (1924). Located in the 
Monte Serrat neighborhood in the city of Salvador, the hospital is part of the network of public 
hospitals belonging to the health department of the State of Bahia and is responsible for 
epidemiological surveillance and teaching in the areas of medicine, nursing, pharmacy, 
biomedicine and medical history and archives. Today, the hospital is an important reference 
center in the state of Bahia for the care of infectious diseases, including patients with meningitis 
and HIV/Aids. 
 

Site Visit Objective: To discuss the determinants of the risk of HIV/AIDS infection 
and the difficulties of diagnosis and patients’ adherence to treatment plans.  

 
Pau da Lima and São Marcos Health Clinic 
Pau da Lima is a slum neighborhood that grew at the outskirts of urban Salvador with a 
population of approximately 300,000 inhabitants. Originally, it was unoccupied land that began to 
attract people in the 1950s given its relative tranquility and closeness to Salvador. Pau da Lima is 
near two large roadways, which has impacted its growth and increasing population density. For 
over five years, Fiocruz has been leading community-based cohort studies on urban leptospirosis 
in Pau da Lima that aim to understand the transmission dynamics of urban leptospirosis within 
this community. The São Marcos Health Clinic was founded in 2000 by the Hospital São Rafael 
and Monte Tabor and is the only facility to provide 24-hour care in Pau da Lima. In 2008, the 
clinic cared for an average of 380 people a day.  
 

Site Visit Objective: Visit an urban community whose population is at risk of 
contracting leptospirosis. Identify the environmental and social determinants of infection. 
Understand how an emergency healthcare facility serves this community. 

 

 7



 
Zoonosis Control Center (CCZ) 
The Zoonosis Control Center (CCZ - Centro de Controle de Zoonoses) is a public agency 
belonging to the Health Program of the Municipality of Salvador charged with regulating and 
controlling the activities of the creation of small animals in urban areas. It plays a vital role in 
controlling disease hosts (rats, stray dogs and cats, etc.) and vectors (primarily insects). 
 

Site Visit Objective: Discuss mosquito control strategies and observe dengue prevention 
activities (identification of areas of mosquito population proliferation, identification of 
larvae of Aedes aegypti, procedures to evaluate indices of building infestation).  
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Site Visit Groups 
To facilitate organization and coordination, each student has been pre-assigned to a specific 
group. The listing of each ten member group is summarized below.  

 
  

First Name Last Name From Site Visit Group 

Alex Cassenote Brazil Group A 
Claudia Mello Brazil Group A 
Gerrita Figueira Brazil Group A 
Julia Goldberg HSPH Group A 
Olumade Badejo HSPH Group A 
Paulo Abati Brazil Group A 
Stella Safo HSPH Group A 
Vitor Dattoli Brazil Group A 
Vivany Taqueti HSPH Group A 
Zinzi Bailey HSPH Group A 

Ana Maria Castro Brazil Group B 
Anemarie Bender Brazil Group B 
Cordelia Coltart HSPH Group B 
Felix Lam HSPH Group B 
Gilmar Ribeiro Brazil Group B 
Kate Fisher HSPH Group B 
Paula Dacotelli Brazil Group B 
Renata Rabello Brazil Group B 
Ruvandhi Nathavitharana HSPH Group B 
Thomas Rawlinson HSPH Group B 
Alicia Widge HSPH Group C 
Deepa Panchang HSPH Group C 
Devra Barter HSPH Group C 
Eder Fernandes Brazil Group C 
John Staples HSPH Group C 
Lacita Skalinski Brazil Group C 
Marissa Blieden HSPH Group C 
Melissa Marsden Brazil Group C 
Raquel Cardoso Brazil Group C 
Renato Reis Brazil Group C 



 

GROUP FIELDWORK PROJECTS 

 
 
Objectives:  

• Define a question that needs to be answered in order to control or reduce the burden 
from the specific disease that the group is addressing 

• Develop a feasible research proposal that would help to answer this question 

• Review the necessary data from electronic databases, published literature, discussions 
with local researchers, staff, residents, and others to develop a research proposal 

• Draw on the diverse backgrounds of students in the group, who will bring different skills 
and experiences to the project 

• Present the proposal to the local community (may include clinic staff, community health 
workers, residents, others) 

• Present the final proposal to the entire class (and others from Fiocruz-Bahia and 
elsewhere) at the end of the course 

 
Proposals: 

• Innovative; in some instances the team may use the course project to further develop one 
aspect of an existing project 

• Feasible  

• Draw on past research/control efforts (why were past efforts unsuccessful?) 

• Will inform policy decisions or public health decisions 

• Will improve control of the disease or improve the health of local population 

• Tailored to local community 

• Take advantage of expertise of all 

• Utilize appropriate research methodologies 

• OK to have >1 part to proposal (or one main and subpart) 

• Fundable (there may be opportunities to apply for funding to carry out these projects in 
the future) 

• Can be completed in a reasonable timeframe (e.g., a research question that you could 
answer in approx. one year, although it can draw on past data from many years) 
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Local presentation (approximately 1 hour and 30 minutes) 
• Decide who stakeholders are (local community, researchers, etc) and decide on specific 

time and place for presentation of ideas to them for discussion – this should be done 
during the early part of the week so that the place can be reserved and invitations can be 
extended 

• Depending on the target audience, it may be more appropriate to conduct the 
presentation in Portuguese.   

• Plan on a 30 minute presentation that includes breadth/depth of information appropriate 
for your chosen audience 

• Allow approx. 1hr for discussion and feedback from the audience (you may want to come 
up with some discussion questions) 

• Describe feedback received in presentation (and indicate who has given feedback) 

 
Final course presentation and report (1 hour and 15 minutes) 

• About 30 minutes for presentation and 45 minutes for discussion (1 hour 15 min total) 
• Statement of research intent of about 3 – 5 pages including a research question, 

backgrounds, specific aims, significance, data and methods, research plan, and references 
(references are not included in the 3-page limit)  

• Describe role of each student member of team in the project 
• Reflect upon feedback received during local presentation 
• Deliver electronic copy of presentation on day of presentation 
• Include acknowledgements 
• Jointly present – those who do not formally present the group presentation must 

participate during discussion session 
• Final presentations will be on Tuesday, January 19 starting at 8:30 am in this order:  

o Dengue (8:30 am - 9:45 am) 
o HIV/AIDS (9:45 am -  11:00 am) 
o Leishmaniasis (11:30 am – 12:45 pm) 
o Leptospirosis (2:00 pm – 3:15 pm) 
o Schistosomiasis (3:15 pm – 4:45 pm) 
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Proposed Final Report Format 
 
 
Cover page: (1 page) 
Title of the project 
Team members 
 
 
Acknowledgements: (1 page) 
 
 
Statement of research: (3 – 5 pages) 
Include the following sections 

• Background 
o Briefly sketch the background leading to the proposal, evaluate existing 

knowledge, and identify the gaps that the project is intended to fill. 
• Specific aims 

o List the broad, long-term objectives and the goal of the specific research 
proposed (e.g., test a stated hypothesis, create a novel design, solve a specific 
problem, challenge an existing paradigm or clinical practice, address a critical 
barrier to progress in the field, or develop new technology). 

• Significance 
o State the importance and health relevance of the research proposed; how 

scientific knowledge or clinical practice will be advanced. 
• Data  

o Describe what data will be used in the proposed research (e.g., secondary data, 
new survey and how it will be collected, qualitative/quantitative/mixed). 

• Research plan 
o Describe the research design conceptual or clinical framework, procedures, and 

analyses to be used to accomplish the specific aims of the project; how the data 
will be analyzed and interpreted; how the information will reach policy makers 
(translation of knowledge). Discuss potential difficulties and limitations of the 
proposed procedures and alternative approaches to achieve the aims. 

 
 
References: (No page limit) 
 
 
Role of students: (1 page) 

• Describe role of each student member of team in the project development 
 
 
Appendix: (As appropriate) 
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Groups for Fieldwork Projects: 
 

      
DENGUE (Salvador)     LEPTOSPIROSIS (Salvador)  
Faculty Leads: Mary Wilson & 
Luciano Kalabric  

Faculty Leads: Albert Ko & Guilherme 
Ribeiro  

Ana Maria Castro Brazil  Alicia Widge HSPH  
Claudia Mello Brazil  Deepa Panchang HSPH  
Felix Lam HSPH  Devra Barter HSPH  
Gilmar Ribeiro Júnior Brazil  Eder Fernandes Brazil  
Ruvandhi Nathavitharana HSPH  Melissa Marsden Brazil  
Thomas Rawlinson HSPH  Renato Reis Brazil  
      

HIV/AIDS (Salvador)     
SCHISTOSOMIASIS 
(Jiquiriçá/Ubaíra)   

Faculty Leads: Maria Amélia Veras & 
Aluísio Segurado  

Faculty Leads: John David & 
Mitermayer Reis  

Anemarie Bender Brazil  Alex Cassenote Brazil  
Gerrita Figueira Brazil  Julia Goldberg HSPH  
Olumade Badejo HSPH  Kate Fischer HSPH  
Paula Dacotelli Brazil  Renata Rabello Brazil  
Stella Safo HSPH  Vitor Dattoli Brazil  
Zinzi Bailey HSPH  Viviany Taqueti HMS  
      
LEISHMANIASIS (Jiquiriçá/Ubaíra)     
Faculty Lead: Jackson 
Lopes da Costa       
Cordelia Coltart HSPH     
John Staples HSPH     
Lacita Skalinski Brazil     
Marissa Blieden HSPH     
Paulo Abati Brazil     
Raquel Cardoso Brazil     
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MAPS OF BRAZIL AND COURSE LOCATIONS 

 
 
All participants in this course will have the opportunity to visit both the urban and rural sites. 
Students focused on dengue, leptospirosis, and HIV/AIDS will spend more time in Salvador 
(urban environment), while students focused on schistosomiasis and leishmaniasis will spend more 
time in Ubaíra (rural environment). 

 

Map of Brazil and Location of Course Field Sites: 
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Center-
West
Center-
West

Salvador, BA (Centro 
de Pesquisa Gonçalo 
Moniz – CPqGM, 
Fiocruz; urban site for 
fieldwork) 
 

Jiquiriçá, and Ubaíra, 
BA (rural site for 
fieldwork) 

To view specific course locations (Fiocruz, site visits, international airport, lodging etc.), please see 
interactive course map at: www.drclas.harvard.edu/brazil/publichealth-salvador-2010/map 

 

http://www.drclas.harvard.edu/brazil/publichealth-salvador-2010/map


Map of Key Site Locations in Salvador 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fiocruz

Retiro São Francisco (students)

Hotel Catharina 
Paraguaçu (faculty)

Pau da Lima

Hospital 
Couto Maia

Fiocruz

Retiro São Francisco (students)

Hotel Catharina 
Paraguaçu (faculty)

Pau da Lima

Hospital 
Couto Maia
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Maps of Infant Mortality Rate per 1,000 Live Births 1990 & 2005 
 

 
(1990)  
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(2005) 



Dengue: Incidence by municipality of residence, Brazil, 2008* 

 
 
 

Source: SVS/SES 
*Data until SE 14, subject to modifications 
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Yellow Fever: CDC Risk Map for Brazil, 2009 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Note: São Paulo is incorrectly referred to as Sao Paolo in the map.  
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AIDS, Brazilian Municipalities with at least one Reported AIDS Case, 1980-2009 
 

 
Source: MS/SVS/Departamento de DST, AIDS e Hepatites Virais 
Note: Casos notificados no SINAN e registrados no SISCEL/SICLOM até 30/06/2009 e declarados no SIM de 
2000 a 2008. Dados preliminares para os últimos 5 anos. 

 
 

AIDS Incidence Rate Level per 100,000 Inhabitants, by State. Brazil, 2005 
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SCIENTIFIC ORGANIZING COMMITTE 

 
 
A Scientific Organizing Committee is responsible for the planning, review, and assessment 
of the 3rd Harvard-Brazil Collaborative Public Health Field Course. The committee is 
compromised of ten faculty members from the Harvard School of Public Health, 
Fiocruz's Centro de Pesquisa Gonçalo Moniz, Faculdade de Ciências Médicas da Santa 
Casa de São Paulo, the Faculdade de Medicina da Universidade de São Paulo, and the 
Universidade Federal da Bahia and a doctoral student from the HSPH.  The scientific 
organizing committee is structured to ensure representation of both the academic 
disciplines and institutions that have been critical to the development of the course.  

 

Mary E. Wilson 
Associate Clinical Professor of 
Medicine; Associate Prof. in the 
Department of Global Health and 
Population, HSPH  

Mitermayer Galvão dos Reis 
Director and Professor, Fiocruz, 
Salvador; Professor, Escola 
Bahiana de Medicina e Saúde 
Pública  

 

Albert I. Ko 
Visiting Professor, Fiocruz, 
Salvador; Associate Professor of 
Medicine, Cornell University  

Aluísio Segurado 
Associate Professor, School of 
Medicine, University of São 
Paulo (USP) 

 

Guilherme de Sousa Ribeiro 
Associate Professor of 
Epidemiology at the Institute of 
Collective Health of the Federal 
University of Bahia (UFBA); 
Visiting Researcher, Fiocruz 

Jackson M. L. Costa 
Senior Researcher, Fiocruz; 
Professor of Human Pathology, 
Universidade Federal da Bahia  

 

John R. David 
Professor of Tropical Public 
Health, Emeritus, Department of 
Immunology and Infectious 
Diseases, HSPH 

Luciano Kalabric Silva 
Public Health Technologist in 
Pathology and Molecular Biology 
Laboratory, Fiocruz 

 

 
Marcia Castro 
Assistant Professor of 
Demography, Department of 
Global Health and Population, 
Harvard School of Public Health 

Maria Amélia de Sousa 
Mascenas Veras 
Assistant Professor of Social 
Medicine, School of Medical 
Sciences, Santa Casa de São 
Paulo 
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Sarah MacCarthy 
Doctoral Candidate, Department 
of Global Health and Population, 
HSPH; Research Assistant for 
Course   
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COLLABORATING FACULTY 

 
  

 

 
Naomar Almeida-Filho 
Professor of Epidemiology at the 
Institute of Collective Health of 
the Federal University of Bahia 
and also President of UFBA 
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COURSE SUPPORT STAFF AND ASSISTANTS 
 

Harvard (DRCLAS & HSPH) Fundação Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz) 

 

Jason Dyett 
Program Director, Brazil 
Office, David Rockefeller 
Center for Latin American 
Studies (DRCLAS), Harvard 
University   

Eliana A. Gomes Reis 
Researcher, Centro de Pesquisa 
Gonçalo Moniz, Fundação 
Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz)-Salvador  

 

Lorena Barberia 
Program Associate, Brazil 
Office, David Rockefeller 
Center for Latin American 
Studies (DRCLAS) Harvard 
University  

Federico Costa 
Course Assistant and Ph.D. 
candidate focused in Biotechnology, 
Fiocruz Centro de Pesquisa 
Gonçalo Moniz, Fundação 
Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz)-Salvador 

 

Marcio Siwi 
Program Officer, Brazil 
Studies Program, David 
Rockefeller Center for Latin 
American Studies 
(DRCLAS), Harvard 
University  

 
José Carlos Miranda 
Course Assistant and Researcher at 
the Centro de Pesquisa Gonçalo 
Moniz, Fundação Oswaldo Cruz 
(Fiocruz)-Salvador 

 

 

Marina de Moura 
Program Assistant, Brazil 
Office, David Rockefeller 
Center for Latin American 
Studies (DRCLAS), Harvard 
University 

 
Marcelo Ramos 
Executive Coordinator of the 
Institutional Program for Scientific 
Initiation, Centro de Pesquisa 
Gonçalo Moniz, Fundação 
Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz)-Salvador 

 

 
Viviany Taqueti 
Course Assistant and 
Resident, Massachusetts 
General Hospital 
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STUDENT FACEBOOK  

 
 
 
Harvard School of Public Health Students from throughout Brazil 

 

Alicia Widge 
Master’s degree in Public 
Health candidate with a 
concentration in Health Policy, 
HSPH  

Alex Jones Cassenote 
Master’s degree in Infectious 
and Parasitic Diseases 
candidate, Medical School, 
University of São Paulo (USP) 

 

Cordelia Coltart 
Master’s degree in Public 
Health candidate with a 
concentration in Global Health 
and Population, HSPH  

Ana Maria B. B. de Castro 
Master’s degree in Public 
Health candidate, School of 
Public Health, University of 
São Paulo (USP) 

 

Deepa Panchang 
Master’s of Science degree 
candidate with a concentration 
in Global Health and 
Population, HSPH  

Anemarie da Silveira Bender 
Master’s degree in Public 
Health candidate, Linköping 
University, Sweden 

 

Devra Barter 
Master’s of Science degree 
candidate with a concentration 
in Global Health and 
Population, HSPH  

Claudia Figueiredo Mello 
Resident Student in Infectious 
Diseases, Emílio Ribas 
Infectious Diseases Institute 

 

Felix Lam 
Master’s of Science degree 
candidate with a concentration 
in Global Health and 
Population, HSPH  

Eder Gatti Fernandes 
Resident Student in Infectious 
Diseases, Emílio Ribas 
Infectious Diseases Institute 

 

John Staples 
Master’s degree in Public 
Health candidate, HSPH 

 

Gerrita de Cassia Figueira 
Master’s degree in Public 
Health, Santa Casa de São 
Paulo School of Medical 
Science; Epidemiology Fellow 
for Health Services for the 
Unified Health System 
(EPISUS-SP) 
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Julia Goldberg 
Master’s of Science degree 
candidate with a concentration 
in Global Health and 
Population, HSPH  

Gilmar Ribeiro Júnior 
Researcher, Centro de Pesquisa 
Gonçalo Moniz, Fundação 
Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz)-
Salvador 

 

Kate Fischer 
Ph.D. candidate in Biostatistics, 
HSPH 

 

Lacita Menezes Skalinski 
Epidemiology  Fellow in the 
Field Epidemiology Training 
Program (FETP – EPISUS), 
Department of Health 
Surveillance, Ministry of Health

 

Marissa Bleiden 
Master’s of Science degree 
candidate with a concentration 
in Human Development and 
Health, HSPH  

Melissa Marsden  
Researcher, Fundação Oswaldo 
Cruz (Fiocruz)-Rio de Janeiro 

 

Olumade Badejo 
Master’s degree in Public 
Health candidate with a 
concentration in Health Policy 
and Management, HSPH  

Paula Vita Decotelli 
Master’s degree in Public 
Health candidate, National 
School of Public Health, 
Fundação Oswaldo Cruz 
(Fiocruz)-Rio de Janeiro 

 

Ruvandhi Nathavitharana 
Master’s degree in Public 
Health candidate with a 
concentration in Global Health 
and Population, HSPH  

Paulo Afonso Martins Abati 
Master’s degree in Infections 
Diseases, Medical School, 
University of São Paulo (USP) 

 

Stella Safo 
Master’s degree in Public 
Health candidate with a 
concentration in Global Health 
and Population, HSPH  

Raquel Vaz Cardoso 
Resident student in family and 
community medicine, Hospital 
das Clínicas, Federal University 
of Minas Gerais (UFMG) 

 

Thomas Rawlinson 
Master’s degree in Public 
Health candidate with a 
concentration in Global Health 
and Population, HSPH 

 

Renata dos Santos Rabello 
Master’s degree in 
Epidemiology of Public Health 
candidate, National School of 
Public Health, Fundação 
Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz)-Rio de 
Janeiro 
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Zinzi Bailey 
Ph.D. candidate in Society, 
Human Development and 
Health, HSPH 

 

Renato Barbosa Reis 
Ph.D. candidate in 
Biotechnology, Health and 
Investigative Medicine 
Program, Centro de Pesquisa 
Gonçalo Moniz, Fundação 
Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz)-
Salvador 

  
 

 

Vitor Camilo Dattoli 
Master’s degree in Immunology 
candidate, Federal University of 
Bahia (UFBA) 
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PARTICIPANT BIOGRAPHIES  
 

 
(Alphabetical by first name) 

 

 

Albert I. Ko 
Visiting Professor, Fundação 
Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz), 
Salvador; Associate Professor of 
Medicine, Cornell University 

 
aik2001@med.cornell.edu 

Albert Ko, Associate Professor of Medicine in the Department of International Medicine and 
Infectious Disease at Weill Medical College of Cornell University and Visiting Researcher at the 
Fiocruz in Salvador, focuses on infectious diseases which affect slum populations. He and his 
research team have been following a 10,000 member cohort in a favela (slum) community in 
Salvador to study the natural history of diseases such as leptospirosis and pneumonia. Dr. Ko 
received his medical degree from Harvard Medical School (1991), and a Bachelor’s in Science 
degree in biology from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (1981), and studied at the 
Harvard School of Public Health. 
 
 

 

Alex Jones Cassenote 
Master’s degree in infectious 
and Parasitic Diseases 
candidate, Medical School, 
University of São Paulo (USP) 

 
cassenote@usp.br 

Alex Jones is pursuing a Master’s degree in Infectious and Parasitic Diseases at the Medical 
School of the University of São Paulo (USP). Born in Jataí, Goiás, he moved to Fernandópolis, 
São Paulo where he received a degree in biomedicine from the Education Foundation of 
Fernandópolis. In this city, he also gained his first experiences working on research related to 
Chagas disease and toxocariasis. He recently moved to São Paulo to begin his graduate degree at 
USP and is conducting an epidemiological study on the presence of toxocariasis in humans and in 
the environment in order to understand the disease’s natural history. He is member of the USP 
Medical School Student Association and also collaborates with students who are pursuing their 
medical school training at USP. 
 
 

 

Alicia Widge 
Master’s degree in Public Health 
candidate with a concentration 
in Health Policy, HSPH 
 

 
awidge@hsph.harvard.edu 

Alicia Widge is a student in the first year of the Master of Public Health program with a 
concentration in Health Policy at the Harvard School of Public Health. She graduated from 
Carleton College in 2006 with a Bacherlor’s in Biology, focusing on immunology. She also 
studied studio art, mainly darkroom photography. After graduating, she spent time in Corfu, 
Greece working for a nonprofit organization that created a therapeutic riding center and 
vocational training program for individuals with disabilities. After returning to the U.S., she 
began medical school and is between her first and second year at George Washington University 
in D.C. While in medical school, she spent a summer in Cape Town, South Africa as an intern 
for the Women’s Legal Centre. She conducted research on HIV/AIDS and women’s health to 
support the Centre’s legal staff in health related cases and advocacy work. She is interested in 
federal health policy, specifically as it relates to infectious disease preparedness. She would like to 
further explore the connections between policy and infectious disease and learn more about how 
policy changes can help improve disease outcomes. 
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Ana Maria Castro 
Master’s degree in Public Health 
candidate, School of Public Health, 
University of São Paulo (USP)  

 
anabedran@usp.br 

Ana Maria is currently in the Master of Public Health program at the School of Public Health of the 
University of Sao Paulo (USP). She was born and raised in Aracatuba, São Paulo, in São Paulo state. 
Ana Maria graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in business and law degree from Toledo University 
and subsequently completed a certificate program in healthcare administration at the School of 
Public Health of the University of São Paulo (USP). Ana Maria’s current research involves studies 
of the social determinants of health. Her research interests include HIV/AIDS, dengue fever, and 
the social and cultural characteristics associated with diseases. 
 
 

 

Anemarie Bender 
Master’s degree in Public Health 
candidate, Linköping University, 
Sweden 
 

 
anesb_odonto@yahoo.com.br  

Anemarie Bender is pursuing a Master’s degree in Public Health with a focus on Health and Society 
at the Linköping University in Sweden. Originally from Rio Grande do Sul, she lived, as a teenager, 
in Florida (USA) with her family where she finished middle school and started high school Upon 
returning to Brazil, she completed a degree in Dentistry at the Federal University of Rio Grande do 
Sul (UFRGS). As an undergrad, she participated in discussions in order to advance proposals for an 
integrated curriculum and the improvement of the workload of health professionals. She also 
completed a one-year internship in Porto Alegre’s Health Council. Shortly after graduation, she 
completed a two-year residency program in Family Health at the Federal University of Santa 
Catarina (UFSC). During this period she was part of the team responsible for taking care of 
approximately 1.000 families (in accordance to the Brazilian Family Health Care Program Model) 
working under the partnership between the UFSC and this state´s capital city Health Council. While 
in the residency program she completed a short one-month internship at the National Health 
Council in Brasilia. Upon completion of her residency, she was selected for an optional third-year 
residency program of the School of Public Health of the State of Rio Grande do Sul focusing on 
the Management of Primary Health Care Systems. As part of this program she worked in the State’s 
Family Health Program Coordination prior to taking a leave from this program to begin her training 
in Sweden. Her main interests are the study of the management and organization of health systems, 
as well as the social determinants of health. 
 
 

 

Aluísio Segurado 
Associate Professor, School of 
Medicine, University of São Paulo 
(USP) 

segurado@usp.br 

Aluísio C. Segurado is an Associate Professor in the Department of Infectious and Parasitic 
Diseases in the School of Medicine at the University of São Paulo. He was a Visiting Research 
Fellow in the Program on International Health and Human Rights at the Harvard School of Public 
Health in 2008.  After graduating in Medicine from the University of São Paulo, Brazil, he 
completed his Master’s in Science and Ph.D. degrees in Infectious Diseases from the same 
institution in 1991 and 1994. His research focuses on human retroviral infections (HIV/AIDS and 
HTLV) with particular interest on understanding the vulnerability of different population groups to 
viral acquisition, as well as to disease progression and response to care interventions. Dr. Segurado’s 
academic activities cross disciplines and encompass the fields of molecular virology, clinical 
medicine and public health. His international experience includes acting as Visiting Scientist at the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, in Atlanta, GA., as technical “ad hoc” advisor to the 
WHO, as well as previous academic research visits to Japan, France and the United States.  
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Claudia Figueiredo Mello 
Resident Student in Infectious 
Diseases, Emílio Ribas Infectious 
Diseases Institute 
 

cau_xl@yahoo.com.br  

Claudia Mello was born and raised in the city of São Paulo. She received her medical degree from 
the School of Medical Sciences of the Santa Casa de São Paulo and is currently completing a 
residency in infectious diseases at the Emílio Ribas Infectious Diseases Institute. In 2004, she 
participated in an exchange program at the University Hospital Clinic of Barcelona and she hopes to 
return next year to the same hospital to work in the infectious diseases ward. For her final paper of 
her residency program, she will present the findings from a study on mortality of patients with HIV 
and community-acquired pneumonia treated with macrolides and beta-lactams. Her current interests 
and future research plans are in infectious diseases, primarily HIV/AIDS. She hopes to remain in 
São Paulo and become a faculty member at a university teaching hospital. 
 
 

 

Cordelia Coltart 
Master’s degree in Public Health 
candidate with a concentration in 
Global Health, HSPH 
 

ccoltart@hsph.harvard.edu  

Cordelia Coltart is currently in the Master of Public Health program with a concentration in Global 
Health at the Harvard School of Public Health. She graduated with a Bachelor’s in Science in 
Human Genetics from University College London and a medical degree (MBBS) from Imperial 
College London. Cordelia then went on to complete her residency in internal medicine, during 
which she became interested in Infectious Diseases and Tropical Medicine and hence completed the 
Diploma in Tropical Medicine and Hygiene. She has subsequently started an academic clinical 
fellowship registrar training rotation at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine and 
the Hospital of Tropical Diseases. She is interested in public health issues, particularly at the 
interface of infectious diseases and maternal medicine. Cordelia is a born and bred true Londoner, 
but has worked in Belize, Nigeria, Fiji, British Virgin Islands and South Africa. Just prior to 
beginning her studies at HSPH, Cordelia was in Cape Town working on a PEPFAR/South African 
HIV project rolling out ARV testing and treatment at both the tertiary and community level. 
 
 

 

Deepa Panchang 
Master’s of Science degree candidate 
with a concentration in Global 
Health, HSPH 

 
dpanchan@hsph.harvard.edu  

Originally from Maine and most recently from Texas, Deepa Panchang holds a BA in Economics 
and Environmental Science from Rice University. She is a first year student in the Master of Science 
program with a concentration in Global Health at the Harvard School of Public Health. During and 
after college, she organized a rural development project in a Nicaraguan village. As part of the 
NGO Engineers Without Borders, she began working on water and sanitation projects in 2005 and 
helped to design and construct a health clinic in 2008. This experience provoked a deep interest in 
social/behavioral interventions to target infectious disease, the role of community health workers 
and participatory methods, and strategies communities can use to become increasingly self-
sufficient in disease prevention and health in a more holistic sense. She later worked for six months 
on grassroots projects in India with women and children in a large urban slum. Most recently she 
spent a year working with McKinsey & Co. in Houston focused mostly on renewable energy and 
efficiency. She is excited about learning about both policy-level and community-based solutions to 
infectious diseases in Brazil and exploring how some of these models can be applied to other Latin 
American countries. 
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Devra Michelle Barter 
Master’s of Science degree candidate, 
HSPH 

 
dbarter@hsph.harvard.edu  

Devra Barter is a first year student in the Master of Science program at the Harvard School of 
Public Health. She is concentrating on the epidemiology of infectious diseases in the department of 
Global Health and Population. Born and raised in Denver, Colorado, she graduated from Emory 
University with a Bachelor’s in American Studies and Anthropology in 2008. She spent a semester 
studying in Cape Town, South Africa and afterwards spent time in Kenya working at a school for 
orphaned and disabled children. After graduating from Emory, she worked in Washington D.C. in 
the Health and Wellness Center for a nonprofit organization that helps homeless and low-income 
women in the District of Columbia area. There, she ran a series of health educational programs and 
helped women obtain health insurance and primary care doctors. She is most interested in studying 
the social determinants of the spread of diseases and developing treatment and prevention 
programs for infectious diseases. 
 
 

 

Eliana Almeida Gomes Reis 
Researcher, Centro de Pesquisa 
Gonçalo Moniz, Fundação Oswaldo 
Cruz (Fiocruz)-Salvador 

 

Eliana Almeida Gomes Reis received her degree in Sociology from the Universidade Federal da 
Bahia (UFBA) in 1986 and her Ph.D. in cellular and molecular biology at the Fiocruz, Rio de 
Janeiro. A member of the Brazilian Society of Immunology since 1997, she has written on 
biochemical and immunologic predictors of efficacy of treatment or reinfection risk for 
Schistosoma mansoni and has participated in research projects on immune responses to 
schistosomiasis. 
 
 

 

Eder Gatti Fernandes 
Resident Student in Infectious 
Diseases, Emílio Ribas Infectious 
Diseases Institute 

 
edergatti@hotmail.com 

Eder Gatti Fernandes was born and raised in the small town of Álvares Machado, São Paulo. At 18, 
he moved to Campo Grande where he graduated in medicine from the Federal University of Mato 
Grosso do Sul (UFMS). After graduation he served a year in the Brazilian Army as a first responder 
physician in the Campo Grande General Hospital (HGeCG) and he worked at a primary health care 
unit. He is currently in the second year of a medical residency in infectious diseases at the Emílio 
Ribas Infectious Diseases Institute. 
 
 

 

Felix Lam 
Master’s of Science degree candidate 
with a concentration in Global 
Health and Population, HSPH 

 
flam@hsph.harvard.edu 

Felix Lam is currently in the Master of Science program at the Harvard School of Public Health 
with a concentration in Global Health and Populations. Born in San Francisco, Felix received a 
Bachelor’s in Economics and Education from the University of California, Berkeley. He was 
actively involved in several educational programs, such as The Breakthrough Collaborative. He was 
co-director of a summer English immersion program in Hong Kong. More recently, Felix was a 
Kiva Fellow, where he documented the activities of entrepreneurs in Vietnam that received 
microloans. Felix also worked as a substance abuse counselor in San Francisco. His clients were 
mainly monolingual Vietnamese immigrants. Felix is interested in studying infectious disease 
dynamics and health disparities regarding infectious diseases. 
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Federico Costa 
Course Assistant and Ph.D. 
candidate focused in Biotechnology 
at the Gonçalo Moniz Research 
Center (CPqGM), Fiocruz  

 
fcosta@bahia.fiocruz.br 

Federico Costa is currently a Ph.D. candidate focused in Biotechnology at the Gonçalo Moniz 
Research Center (CPqGM) – Fiocruz, Salvador. A biologist from Argentina, he received his 
Bachelor's degree in 2003 from Rio Cuarto National University as part of an Ecology Study Group 
of Argentine Hemorrhagic Fever rodent reservoir. He moved to Patagonia in 2004 to conduct 
research on the distribution of hantavirus rodent reservoirs and risk of human infection. In 2007, he 
studied the ecology of Aedes aegypti mosquitoes and vector control strategies in Puerto Iguazú, 
Argentina. Federico completed his Master's degree in Pest Control and Environmental Impact at 
San Martin National University. Since 2007, he has been part of the leptospirosis group at the 
CPqGM in Salvador conducting a community-based cohort study on the natural history of 
leptospirosis and developing epidemiological tools to stratify risk for leptospirosis in urban settings. 
His interests include the study of urban reservoirs ecology and infectious diseases in the developing 
world. Federico hopes to pursue future research in disease control programs. 
 
 

 

Gerrita Nogueira Figueira 
Master’s degree in Public Health 
candidate, Santa Casa de São Paulo 
School of Medical Sciences; Fellow 
in the Field Epidemiology Training 
Program (FETP – EPISUS)  

 
gepanf@yahoo.com.br 
 

Gerrita Figueira is originally from Caçapava, São Paulo. She graduated with a degree in medicine 
from the University of Taubaté in São Paulo and then completed a residency program at State 
University of Campinas (UNICAMP) and a second residency in Family and Community Health at 
the Federal University of São Paulo (UNIFESP). She is currently completing a Master’s degree in 
Public Health at Santa Casa de São Paulo School of Medical Sciences where she is studying 
tuberculosis. She is also a trainee in the Epidemiology for Services for the Unified Health System 
(EPISUS-SP), which is a program that provides theoretical and practical training in health services: 
educating and training human resources including research on rapid outbreaks and the planning and 
execution of epidemiological studies. She is committed to using her training in medicine, 
epidemiology and in public health to provide support in healthcare services as part of the Brazilian 
Public Health System. Gerrita is also excited to meet students from different backgrounds and 
exchange ideas with them in January 2010. 
 
 

 

Gilmar Ribeiro Júnior 
Researcher, Gonçalo Moniz Research 
Center (CPqGM), Fundação 
Oswaldo Cruz 

 
gilmarribeirojr@gmail.com 

Gilmar Ribeiro Júnior earned his undergraduate degree in Biology from the Universidade Católica 
do Salvador. He began working at the Centro de Pesquisas Gonçalo Moniz of the Fiocruz in 
Salvador in 2003 and is currently a technician in the pathology and molecular biology laboratory. At 
Fiocruz he is involved in projects focused on entomology, more specifically research on Chagas 
disease and dengue vectors. Gilmar has experience in molecular biology, with an emphasis on 
molecular entomology, focusing primarily on molecular diagnosis and genotyping of Chagas 
Disease vectors and genetic population of Aedes aegypti, the vector for dengue. 
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Guilherme de Sousa Ribeiro 
Associate Professor of Epidemiology 
at the Institute of Collective Health 
of the Federal University of Bahia 
(UFBA); Visiting Researcher, 
Fundação Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz), 
Salvador 

 
gsribeiro@gmail.com 
 

Guilherme Ribeiro is an Associate Professor of Epidemiology at the Institute of Collective Health 
of the Federal University of Bahia (UFBA) and a collaborating researcher at the Oswaldo Cruz 
Foundation (Fiocruz). His research focuses on infectious diseases that emerge from social 
inequalities and urbanization. Currently he is leading a field epidemiology team, which performs 
active surveillance for acute febrile illness and a prospective community-based cohort study on the 
natural history of leptospirosis. Dr. Ribeiro received his medical degree from the Universidade 
Federal da Bahia in 2002 and completed a residency program in infectious disease at the Federal 
University of São Paulo (UNIFESP) in 2006. He earned a Master's degree in Epidemiology from 
the Harvard School of Public Health in 2007 and a doctorate degree in Investigative Medicine from 
Fiocruz in 2008. Dr. Ribeiro completed his graduate work at HSPH with the support of a Lemann 
Fellowship. 
 
 

 

Jackson Mauricio Lopes Costa 
Senior Researcher, Fundação 
Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz); Professor 
of Human Pathology, Universidade 
Federal da Bahia (UFBA) 

 
jcosta@cpqgm.fiocruz.br  

Jackson Costa is a Senior Researcher at the Fundação Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz), full professor of 
human pathology for graduate students at the Universidade Federal da Bahia (UFBA), and an 
Associate Researcher at the Center for Tropical Pathology and Social Medicine of the Universidade 
Federal do Maranhão (UFMA). He is responsible for the successful creation of the reference center 
for the diagnosis and treatment of cutaneous leishmaniasis in Corte de Pedra and in the Jiquiriçá 
Valley in the state of Bahia and for the reference center for the diagnosis and treatment of 
leishmaniasis in São Luis do Maranhão. His primary research focus is on the clinical epidemiology 
of leishmaniasis (cutaneous and visceral; co-infection of leishmaniasis and HIV/Hansen); 
parasitological diagnosis, clinical trials for first and second choice drugs for leishmaniasis, alternative 
drugs for leishmaniasis, diagnosis and treatment of diseases caused by fungi (Cromoblastomicose) 
and other infectious and parasitic diseases. Jackson Costa earned his medical degree from the 
Universidade Federal do Maranhão (1979), holds a Master’s in Tropical Medicine from the 
Universidade de Brasília (1986), and a Ph.D. in Infectious and Parasitic Diseases from the 
Universidade Federal de São Paulo-UNIFESP (1998). 
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Jason Dyett 
Program Director, Brazil Office, 
David Rockefeller Center for Latin 
American Studies (DRCLAS), 
Harvard University 

 
jdyett@fas.harvard.edu 

Jason Dyett manages the activities and operations of the Brazil Office of the David Rockefeller 
Center for Latin American Studies (DRCLAS) at Harvard University serving as Program Director. 
He first moved to São Paulo in 1996, after two and a half years at the DRCLAS in Cambridge 
during the Center’s launch. From 1997 to 2002, he established the Brazil office of the Economist 
Intelligence Unit’s telecommunications research division and went on to gain experience growing 
technology companies backed by local and international investors. Jason rejoined DRCLAS from 
the Corporate Executive Board, a Washington, DC based organization that provides executive 
education to public and private companies. Since the creation the DRCLAS Brazil Office in 2006, 
he and the Brazil-based team have worked to develop and strengthen opportunities for Harvard 
student and faculty engagement with Brazil in close collaboration with the Brazil Studies Program at 
Harvard University. He has a Master of Business Administration (MBA) in Finance from the 
University of Chicago Graduate School of Business (2004) and graduated Phi Beta Kappa with a 
Bachelor’s degree in Political Science and Spanish from the University of Vermont (1994). 
 
 

 

John R. David 
Richard Pearson Strong Professor of 
Tropical Public Health, Emeritus, 
Department of Immunology and 
Infectious Diseases, HSPH 

 
jdavid@hsph.harvard.edu  

John David has worked in Brazil for over 25 years primarily regarding the immunology of 
schistosomiasis and the diagnosis, control and treatment of leishmaniasis. His work on HIV/AIDS 
started in 1996 with the Programa de Colaboração Contra AIDS between the Ministério de 
Saúde/FIOCRUZ/Centro de Pesquisas Gonçalo Moniz and the HSPH. During the first year of the 
project, HSPH sent 200,000 condoms and helped organize their distribution during Carnaval using 
music groups and health posts. In the second year they sent 220,000 condoms and this activated the 
federal government in Brazil so that in the third year they sent 1 million condoms. Dr. David 
received his M.D from the University of Chicago. His research interests include the immunobiology 
of cytokines, development of methods to control schistosomiasis and leishmaniasis, and vaccines. 
His group produced recombinant migration inhibitory factor (rMIF), the first lymphokine 
discovered in the 1960s. His current studies are focused on understanding the functions of MIF in a 
MIF-deficient strain of mice that his team recently developed. 
 
 

 

John Staples 
Master’s degree in Public Health 
candidate, HSPH 
 
 

 
jastaple@hsph.harvard.edu 

John Staples was born and raised in western Canada, where he learned to enjoy skiing, hiking, and 
regrettably short summers. After obtaining an undergraduate and a medical degree from the 
University of Alberta, he moved to Vancouver, where he completed a residency and an academic 
fellowship in general internal medicine. His interest in the social determinants of infectious disease 
stems from clinical experience in Swaziland, in rural and remote parts of Canada, and from clinical 
interaction with the large injection drug use population in Vancouver. He is currently completing 
his Master of Public Health with a focus on quantitative methods at the Harvard School of Public 
Health. This will be his first trip to Latin America. 
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José Carlos Miranda 
Course Assistant and Associate 
Researcher in Biotechnology, 
Gonçalo Moniz Research Center 
(CPqGM), Fiocruz 

jmiranda@bahia.fiocruz.br 

José Carlos Miranda is an Associate Researcher and Professor in Biotechnology in the Health and 
Investigative Medicine Program at the Gonçalo Moniz Research Center (CPqGM) - Fiocruz in 
Salvador. He holds an undergraduate degree in Biochemistry from the Federal University of 
Paraíba, a Master's degree in Cellular and Molecular Biology and a Ph.D. in Parasitology Biology 
from the Fundação Oswaldo Cruz. He has been a researcher at Fiocruz since 1985 and has 
experience in parasitology, with emphasis on vectors and reservoirs of American Visceral 
Leishmaniasis (AVL) and American Cutaneous Leishmaniasis (ACL).  
 
 

 

Julia Goldberg 
Master’s of Science degree candidate, 
with a concentration in Global 
Health and Population, HSPH  
 

 
juliargoldberg@gmail.com 

Julia Goldberg is a first year student in the Master of Science program at the Harvard School of 
Public Health in the department of Global Health and Population. She is interested in health 
interventions to improve maternal and child health. She grew up in Rochester, Minnesota and 
attended Tufts University, where she studied Biopsychology and Community Health. She spent a 
semester studying in Kenya, where she conducted a study on malaria prevention among pregnant 
women. After graduating, she worked in the Center for Health Communication at the Academy for 
Educational Development for two years. 
 
 

 

Kate Fischer 
Ph.D. candidate in Biostatistics, 
HSPH 

 
kate.junae@gmail.com 

Kate Fischer is a first year doctoral student in the Biostatistics Department at the Harvard School of 
Public Health. She graduated with a Bachelor’s of Science degree in Industrial and Systems 
Engineering from North Carolina State University in 2008. She was born in Minnesota, but grew up 
in Raleigh, North Carolina. Her immediate family lives in North Carolina, but all of her extended 
relatives live in Minnesota. She has worked in a variety of jobs, including as a technician at an 
aquaculture center, as an operations management intern at a General Electric manufacturing facility, 
and as a systems test engineer at a telecommunications software development company, Tekelec. 
Her latest job is "aunt and godmother" of her sister's recently born first child! 
 
 

 

Lacita Skalinski 
Fellow in the Field Epidemiology 
Training Program (FETP – EPISUS) 

 
lacita.skalinski@saude.gov.br 

Lacita Skalinski is currently a fellow in the Field Epidemiology Training Program (FETP – EPISUS) 
of the Department of Health Surveillance in the Brazilian Ministry of Health. She was born in a 
small city in the state of Paraná and moved to a larger city, Maringá, in the same state, where she 
completed her degree in Nursing at the Universidade Estadual de Maringá (UEM). She has worked 
for two years providing primary health care at a basic health unit, while completing a specialization 
in public health at UEM. She received a Master’s degree in Public Health from the Federal 
University of Santa Catarina (UFSC) and worked as a teacher for Nursing and Medicine Graduate at 
the same university. In 2009, she moved do Brasília, to begin her fellowship with FETP. Currently, 
her activities include disease surveillance and investigating outbreaks and public health emergencies 
related to infectious diseases. She is also engaged in studies of the epidemiology of Influenza. 
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Lorena Barberia 
Program Associate, Brazil Office, 
David Rockefeller Center for Latin 
American Studies (DRCLAS) 
Harvard University 

 
barberia@fas.harvard.edu  

Lorena Barberia is a Program Associate at the David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies 
at Harvard University. She is a member of the Brazil Office in São Paulo serving as part of the staff 
focused on strengthening the ties between Harvard and Brazilian academic and research institutions 
and, since 2000, she has directed the Center's Cuban Studies Program. Lorena received her doctoral 
degree in public administration and government at the Fundação Getulio Vargas in São Paulo, 
Brazil, where she has also participated on a two-year research project examining the role of 
municipal governments in the promotion of local economic development as a consultant to the 
World Bank. She is co-editor of The Cuban Economy at the Start of the Twenty-First Century (with Jorge I. 
Domínguez and Omar Pérez Villanueva, David Rockefeller Center Series on Latin American 
Studies, Harvard University Press, 2004) and has written several scholarly and media contributions. 
She has also worked in Ecuador and Panama as a junior economist and at the Harvard Institute for 
International Development on research projects that focused on developing and transition 
economies. Lorena obtained her master's degree in Public Policy from the John F. Kennedy School 
of Government at Harvard University, where she received a Woodrow Wilson Fellowship, and her 
bachelor's degree in Economics and Spanish from the University of California, Berkeley. 
 
 

 

Luciano Kalabric Silva 
Public Health Technologist in 
Pathology and Molecular Biology 
Laboratory, Fiocruz 

 
kalabric@bahia.fiocruz.br 

Luciano Kalabric Silva earned his undergraduate degree in Biology from the Universidade Católica 
do Salvador (1993) and his Master’s and Doctorate degrees in Human and Experimental Pathology 
from the Universidade Federal da Bahia (1998). Currently, he is a Public Health Technologist in the 
Pathology and Molecular Biology Laboratory at Fiocruz in Salvador, an Assistant Professor at the 
União Metropolitana de Educação e Cultura, and a Professor of graduate students in Biotechnology 
in Health and Investigative Medicine at the Fiocruz's Centro de Pesquisa Gonçalo Moniz in 
Salvador. Luciano has strong experience in biochemistry, with an emphasis on molecular biology, 
focusing primarily on molecular diagnosis and genotyping of hepatitis B and C and on S. mansoni. 
He completed post-doctorate work in genetic epidemiology at Case Western Reserve University 
(2005), where he developed studies to map human genes associated with susceptibility to severe 
cases of dengue and in patients with active hepatitis. 
 
 

 

Marcelo Santos 
Executive Coordinator of the 
Institutional Program for Scientific 
Initiation, Centro de Pesquisa 
Gonçalo Moniz, Fundação Oswaldo 
Cruz (Fiocruz)-Salvador 

 
mramos@bahia.fiocruz.br 

Marcelo Ramos holds a degree in business administration from UFBA and is currently pursuing a 
Master’s degree in Business Administration with focus on Integrated Management Systems at the 
University of Salvador (UNIFACS). He joined FIOCRUZ-Bahia in 2005 as part of a training 
project focused on research and management of science, technology and innovation in health. Since 
2007, he has been working with the Committee of Ethics in Research involving Human Subjects 
and in the Ethics Committee for Animal Research. He holds the post of Executive Coordinator of 
the Institutional Program for Scientific Initiation at Fiocruz-Bahia and has experience in organizing 
scientific events, such as courses, symposium and seminars. 

 35

mailto:barberia@fas.harvard.edu


 

 

Marcia Castro 
Assistant Professor of Demography, 
Department of Global Health and 
Population, Harvard School of 
Public Health 

 
mcastro@hsph.harvard.edu  

Marcia Castro’s research addresses the challenges related to the introduction of large-scale 
colonization projects focused on agriculture and wide-ranging human settlement, as well as the 
construction of infrastructure, such as roads and dams in the Brazilian Amazon. She studies the 
patterns (spatial & temporal) and the determinants of malaria transmission the Brazilian Amazon 
and urban areas in Africa, using a multidisciplinary framework of analysis, and combining varied 
methodological approaches. Results of her research have contributed to stress the need for spatially 
targeted interventions for malaria control. They have also facilitated the design of alternative 
strategies of control, integrating social, economic, and ecological issues. In Brazil, she collaborates 
with researchers at the Federal University of Minas Gerais (UFMG), the Oswaldo Cruz Foundation 
(Fiocruz), several governmental health departments in Rondônia, and the Ministry of Health in 
Brasília. Profess or Castro has a Ph.D. in Demography from Princeton University (2002), a Master’s 
degree in Demography from Cedeplar/UFMG in Brazil (1997), and a Bachelor’s of Science degree 
in Statistics from UERJ (Brazil). 
 
 

 

Marcio Siwi 
Program Officer, Brazil Studies 
Program, David Rockefeller Center 
for Latin American Studies 
(DRCLAS), Harvard University 

 
msiwi@fas.harvard.edu  

Marcio joined the David Rockefeller Center in August 2007 as a Fellow for the Brazil Studies 
Program under the direction of Professor Kenneth Maxwell. Previously he was at the University of 
Texas at Austin where he received a Master of Arts in Latin American Studies. Marcio wrote his 
Master’s degree thesis on U.S.-Brazil cultural relations during the Cold War, particularly the role of 
Nelson Rockefeller and the MoMA in the creation of modern art museums in São Paulo. Prior to 
attending UT, Marcio worked as a Research Associate for National Security Studies as well as the 
Latin America Studies Program at the Council on Foreign Relations. Marcio received his B.A. in 
Sociology and Latin American Studies from the Colorado College. 
 
 

 

Maria Amélia de Sousa Mascenas 
Veras 
Assistant Professor of Social 
Medicine, School of Medical 
Sciences, Santa Casa de São Paulo 

 
maria.veras@gmail.com  

Maria Amélia de Sousa Mascenas Veras is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Social 
Medicine of the School of Medical Sciences of the Santa Casa de São Paulo and a Visiting Scientist 
in the Department of Global Health and Population at the Harvard School of Public Health in 
2009-2010. Her research interests include the epidemiology, prevention and control of the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic, other sexually transmitted diseases and vaccine studies. She has received 
fellowships from the Fogarty International AIDS Training Program at the University of California, 
San Francisco (1998) and from the University of California, Berkeley (1999 -2001) to support her 
research and training. She received her medical degree from the Universidade Federal de 
Pernambuco, a Master’s degree in Public Health from the University of California, Berkeley, and 
Master’s and doctorate degrees in Preventive Medicine from the Universidade de São Paulo. She 
serves as a distance tutor for the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine and is a member 
of the International Epidemiology Association. 
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Marina de Moura 
Program Assistant, Brazil Office, 
David Rockefeller Center for Latin 
American Studies (DRCLAS), 
Harvard University 

 
demoura@fas.harvard.edu 

Marina joined the Brazil Office of Harvard University's David Rockefeller Center for Latin 
American Studies in 2006. She is experienced in student advising, event organization and 
scholarship application administration. Among her responsibilities, Marina provides advice to 
Harvard students and helps organize and execute the Brazil Summer Internship Program, Public 
Policy Immersion Program and collaborative courses involving students from Brazil and from 
Harvard. Having completed her Master’s degree in Social Psychology from the Pontifícia 
Universidade Católica de São Paulo in 2007, Marina is currently pursuing a Ph.D. at the 
Universidade Presbiteriana Mackenzie in Education, Arts and History of Culture. 
 
 

 

Marissa Blieden 
Master’s of Science degree candidate, 
with a concentration in Society, 
Human Development and Health, 
HSPH 

 
mblieden@hsph.harvard.edu 

Marissa Blieden is a first year student in the Master of Science program in the Department of 
Society, Human Development and Health at the Harvard School of Public Health. She previously 
earned her Bachelor’s degree in Social Thought and Political Economy from University of 
Massachusetts Amherst. After graduating, she spent two years working as an Outcomes Research 
Analyst at Abt Bio-Pharma Solutions, where she specialized in the development of literature 
reviews, and gained expertise in several disease areas, including metastatic breast cancer, ovarian 
cancer, and osteoarthritis. Marissa also previously interned at the late Senator Edward M. Kennedy's 
office, where she provided aid to constituents who were experiencing problems with the US 
Citizenship and Immigration Services and U.S. embassies generally in developing countries. 
 
 

 

Mary E. Wilson 
Associate Clinical Professor of 
Medicine; Associate Professor in the 
Department of Global Health and 
Population, Harvard School of 
Public Health (Course Faculty Lead - 
HSPH) 

 
mewilson@hsph.harvard.edu  

Mary E. Wilson is an Associate Clinical Professor of Medicine at Harvard Medical School and 
Associate Professor of Global Health and Population at the Harvard School of Public Health. Her 
academic interests include the ecology of infections and emergence of microbial threats, travel 
medicine, tuberculosis, and vaccines. She was Chief of Infectious Diseases at Mount Auburn 
Hospital, a Harvard-affiliated community teaching hospital in Cambridge, Massachusetts for more 
than 20 years. She is a Fellow in the Infectious Diseases Society of America and the American 
College of Physicians. She has served on the Advisory Committee for Immunization Practices 
(ACIP) of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Academic Advisory 
Committee for the National Institute of Public Health in Mexico, and on four committees for the 
Institute of Medicine of the National Academies, including the Committee on Emerging Microbial 
Threats to Health in the 21st Century, whose report (Microbial Threats to Health: Emergence, Detection, 
and Response) was released in March 2003. She has worked in Haiti at the Albert Schweitzer Hospital. 
A former GeoSentinel Site Director (Cambridge), she now serves as a Special Advisor to the 
GeoSentinel Surveillance Network, a global network. She has lectured and published widely, serves 
on several editorial boards, and is an associate editor for Journal Watch Infectious Diseases. She is 
author of A World Guide to Infections: Diseases, Distribution, Diagnosis (Oxford University Press, New 
York, 1991) and senior editor, with Richard Levins and Andrew Spielman, of Disease in Evolution: 
Global Changes and Emergence of Infectious Diseases (New York Academy of Sciences, 1994). 
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Mitermayer Galvão dos Reis 
Director and Professor, Fiocruz, 
Salvador; Professor, Escola Bahiana 
de Medicina e Saúde Pública (Course 
Faculty Lead - Fiocruz) 

 
miter@bahia.fiocruz.br  

Mitermayer Reis earned his medical degree from the Escola Bahiana de Medicina e Saúde Pública 
(EBMSP) in 1979 and his master’s and doctorate degrees in human pathology from the UFBA in 
1986 and 1993, respectively. His research has focused on schistosomiasis, hepatitis, leptospirosis, 
dengue, bacterial meningitis and diseases of the blood. Dr. Reis currently directs the molecular 
biology and pathology laboratory at Fiocruz in Salvador, Bahia and is Co-Director of the Ibero-
American Program for the Development of Science and Technology (CYTED). In 1988-1989, he 
did post-doctoral work at the Harvard School of Public Health. 
 
 

 

Naomar Almeida-Filho 
Professor of Epidemiology at the 
Institute of Collective Health of the 
Federal University of Bahia and also 
President of UFBA 

 
naomarf@ufba.br 

Naomar Almeida-Filho is a Professor of Epidemiology at the Institute of Collective Health of the 
Federal University of Bahia and also President of UFBA. He holds a medical degree and a Master’s 
degree in Community Health from UFBA and a Ph.D in Epidemiology from the University of 
North Carolina, Chapel Hill (UNC). Dr. Almeida-Filho joined the faculty of the Medical School at 
UFBA in 1982, where he has taught epidemiology and research methods for twenty years. He is the 
founder and fist dean of the Institute of Collective Health at UFBA and has been a visiting scholar 
in several North-American universities including UNC, University of California, Berkeley, 
University of Montréal and Harvard University. In the early 1980s, Professor Almeida-Filho 
introduced modern psychiatric epidemiology in Brazil by conducting pioneer epidemiologic surveys 
of neuropsychiatric disorders in the State of Bahia. Currently, his research interest has focused on 
the epidemiology of social inequality particularly the impact of socio-cultural processes (migration, 
poverty, urbanization, gender) upon behavioral and psychosomatic disorders, which include the first 
studies (outside Europe and the United States) of mental health correlates of race/racism. In 
parallel, he has written a series of textbooks on epidemiologic theory and methods. For his 
achievements as a researcher, Professor Almeida-Filho has been awarded, six times in a row, the top 
rank Senior Research Fellowship Award (Level 1-A) of the National Research Council of Brazil 
(CNPq). In 2003, he was honored by McGill University with a Doctor of Science Honoris Causa 
degree. Among the 15 scientific prizes he has been awarded are the Roche Prize for Research on 
Depression, the International Prize on Social Psychiatry, the Acta Prize of Social Psychiatry. Since 
2002, he has been served as President (Reitor) of the Federal University of Bahia. In this role, he 
has also published studies on the university and its relation to society. 
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Olumade Badejo 
Master’s degree in Public Health 
candidate with a concentration in 
Health Policy and Management, 
HSPH 

 
obadejo@hsph.harvard.edu 

Olumade Badejo is a student in the Master of Public Health program at the Harvard School of 
Public Health with a concentration in Health Policy and Management. He is Nigerian and holds a 
degree in Dental Surgery which he obtained from the University of Ibadan, Nigeria. Olumade 
practiced for 3 years as a dentist and then proceeded to work for the West African Health 
Organization (WAHO) as an intern. His internship focused on the analysis of health policies of 
select West African countries as well as child survival through effective public health management. 
He later served as the WAHO Liaison Officer on the U.S. Department of Labor-Tulane University-
WAHO project “Oversight of Public and Private Initiatives to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child 
Labor in the Cocoa Sector in Côte d’Ivoire and Ghana.” Olumade would like to explore the 
implementation of sound health systems in West Africa with particular regard to improved health 
care financing and better clinical effectiveness. 
 
 

 

Paula Vita Decotelli Ferraz 
Master's degree in Public Health 
candidate, Fiocruz National School 
of Public Health 
 

 
paulavita@gmail.com 

Paula is currently in the Master in Public Health program at the Fiocruz National School of Public 
Health in Rio de Janeiro. Born in Rio, she received a law degree from the Federal University of Rio 
de Janeiro and focused her studies on the protection of human rights in Latin America and in 
Europe. Subsequently, she completed a Diploma course in Health Law at Fiocruz combining 
human rights and public health with an emphasis on HIV/Aids. She recently received an MBA in 
Project Management from Fundacão Getulio Vargas (FGV/Rio) and began working as a research 
assistant in the Evaluation of Endemic Diseases Laboratory (LASER) at Fiocruz. She is currently 
part of the evaluation research team, working with tuberculosis and HIV/Aids, and is also a 
teaching assistant in the monitoring and evaluation courses taught by faculty from the laboratory. 
Paula’s research interests include health and human rights, HIV/Aids, vulnerable populations and 
monitoring and evaluation of health programs. She is fluent in Portuguese, English and German 
and also has knowledge of French and Spanish. 
 
 

 

Paulo Afonso Martins Abati 
Master’s degree in Infections 
Diseases candidate, Medical School, 
University of São Paulo (USP)  
 

 
pauloabati@gmail.com 

Paulo Abati is pursuing a Master’s degree in Infections Diseases at the University of São Paulo 
(USP) where he works with tropical diseases in Santarém, Pará as part of a collaborative partnership 
between the Municipal Government of Santarém and the Medical School at USP. He is a member 
of the Tropical Medicine Group of the University of São Paulo and as part of this group he works 
with tropical diseases like malaria, leishmaniasis, Chagas disease and others tropical diseases in 
Santarém, Pará. His current interests and future research plans are to work on research related to 
tropical diseases, surveillance, HIV/AIDS and malaria in the Amazonian region of Brazil. Born in 
São Paulo, he holds a degree in medicine and completed his medical residency in infections 
Diseases at the São Paulo State University (UNESP). 
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Raquel Vaz Cardoso 
Resident student in family and 
community medicine at the Hospital 
das Clínicas of the the Federal 
University of Minas Gerais (UFMG) 

 
raquelvc@uol.com.br 

Raquel Vaz Cardoso is completing her residency in family and community medicine at the Hospital 
das Clínicas of the the Federal University of Minas Gerais (UFMG). She was born in a small town 
of the state of Goiás and decided to study medicine to contribute towards the improvement of the 
quality life of her patients. She obtained her degree in medicine from the University of Brasília 
(UnB), where she studied infectious diseases and public health. These include research on malaria, 
an internship in tropical infectious diseases in the Amazon region, and additional courses on travel 
medicine, health and community education, family and community medicine and other issues. 
Following graduation, she completed a specialization in Tropical Medicine at the University of 
Brasília (UnB). She then began to work in primary health care services, the Family Health Program, 
first with the government of a small town in Goiás State and subsequently to the government of the 
district of Brasília. She soon realized that more knowledge and skills were necessary in order to 
improve the health and level of satisfaction of these individuals and communities. As part of her 
residency in Family and Community Medicine at UFMG, she is doing an internship in a rural area 
near Belo Horizonte where schistosomiasis is endemic. Her interests in the Collaborative Public 
Health Course are to further discuss health determinants, especially social ones that might be 
decisive for the lack of control of many commonly neglected tropical diseases. She believes that the 
Brazilian primary health care system can serve as the focal point for the design of a successful inter-
sectoral policy to control these diseases and to assess their determinants more efficiently. 
 
 

 

Renata dos Santos Rabello 
Master’s degree in Epidemiology 
candidate, National School of Public 
Health, Fiocruz 

 
renatavet19@gmail.com 

Renata Rabello is currently pursuing a Master’s degree in Epidemiology of Public Health at the 
National School of Public Health- FIOCRUZ in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Her current research 
focuses on spatial analysis of risks factors associated with the dissemination of tuberculosis in 
Brazil. Her interests are related to the evolution and interaction of animals and humans diseases. 
She holds a degree in Veterinary Medicine from the Federal Rural University of Rio de Janeiro. 
 
 

 

Renato Barbosa Reis 
Ph.D. candidate in Biotechnology, 
Health and Investigative Medicine 
Program, Gonçalo Moniz Research 
Center (CPqGM) 

 
georeis@gmail.com 

Renato Reis is currently a doctoral student in Biotechnology in the Health and Investigative 
Medicine Program at the Gonçalo Moniz Research Center (CPqGM) of Fiocruz in Salvador, Brazil. 
He completed an undergraduate degree in geography at the Catholic University of Salvador and a 
specialization in Geoprocessing at the Federal University of Bahia (UFBA). He joined the 
Leptospirosis Research Group at the CPqGM in 2004. His current research focuses on the use of 
geographic information systems, space and time analysis with epidemiological approaches to 
identify the effect of sanitation policies on the reduction of the incidence of the severity of 
leptospirosis in Salvador. His interests are in environmental health, social inequalities, the 
epidemiology of infectious diseases and spatial analysis. 
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Ruvandhi Nathavitharana 
Master’s degree in Public Health 
candidate with a concentration in 
Global Health and Population, 
HSPH  

 
rnathavi@hsph.harvard.edu 

Ruvandhi Nathavitharana is a first year student in the Master of Public Health program with a 
concentration in Global Health and Population at the Harvard School of Public Health. Having 
grown up in the United Kingdom, she qualified from Imperial College London Medical School in 
2007 and completed a two year academic medical internship in London before arriving at HSPH. 
She has had a long-standing interest in infectious diseases, which began during her intercalated 
Bachelor’s of Science degree in Immunobiology. Despite having thoroughly enjoyed her lab project 
on HIV in Japan, she became involved in global health student advocacy and volunteered on an 
HIV education program in Kenya, which sparked her interest in the application of translational 
research to the developing world. She subsequently spent her medical elective in Peru with a 
tuberculosis diagnostics group, working on a solar disinfection project designed to facilitate 
disinfection of TB cultures in resource-poor settings. Ruvandhi hopes to pursue an academic career 
as a physician scientist, focusing on surveillance and control programs for emerging infectious 
diseases in developing countries. 
 
 

 

Sarah MacCarthy 
Doctoral Candidate, Department of 
Global Health and Population, 
HSPH; Research Assistant for 
Course   

 
smaccart@hsph.harvard.edu 
 

Sarah MacCarthy is a doctoral student in the Global Health and Population Department at 
Harvard School of Public Health.  She has a concentration in women, gender and health, looking 
specifically at the intersections of sexual and reproductive health issues.  Her dissertation 
research is focused on the pregnancy intentions of HIV positive women in Brazil.  Before 
starting her graduate studies, Sarah worked internationally in Malawi, Argentina and more 
recently in Brazil.  Her past experience includes coordination of all aspects of site preparation for 
a Centers for Disease Control and Prevention-funded research study to explore the effects of 
breastfeeding, antiretrovirals and nutrition in HIV transmission, and in Argentina preparing a 
study focusing on Directly Observed Therapy for tuberculosis treatment.  
 
 

 

Stella Safo 
Master’s degree in Public Health 
candidate with a concentration in 
Global Health and Population, 
HSPH 

 
stella_safo@hms.harvard.edu  

Stella Safo is a fourth year medical student at Harvard Medical School and a student in the Master 
of Public Health program at the Harvard School of Public Health with a concentration in Global 
Health as a Zuckerman fellow. She graduated from Harvard College in 2005 with a Bachelor’s in 
History of Science and African American studies. A child of Ghanaian natives, Stella was born in 
Nigeria and raised primarily in New York. Her interest in HIV/AIDS treatment and prevention 
programs in Ghana has led her to return to this country often. Among her many projects in this 
field are conducting field research on HIV stigmatization, consulting for the national support group 
for HIV positive Ghanaians, and overseeing prevention teaching at local high schools. Stella hopes 
to become a primary care physician with a particular focus on women’s health and HIV/AIDS. 
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Thomas Rawlinson 
Master’s degree in Public Health 
candidate with a concentration in 
Global Health and Population, 
HSPH 

 
trawlins@hsph.harvard.edu 

Tom Rawlinson is currently studying for his MPH in Global Health. He graduated, with great 
honour from medical school in 1999 and completed his Diploma in Tropical Medicine in 2004. 
Over the last decade he has worked in various different medical specialties in various different 
countries, in the futile pursuit of happiness and fulfillment. Having wandered the world for many 
years he has wound up on the Isle of Skye, in the highlands of Scotland, where he practices as a 
general practitioner. His main medical interest is in tropical infectious disease and he has pursued 
this over recent years with work in Africa; most recently with a stint in northern Sierra Leone. He is 
awfully excited about the Brazil trip as this will be his first time in South America and he is keen to 
taste all the delights the country has to offer. He plans to pursue a career in tropical infectious 
disease; ideally combining clinical work, research and playing the accordion. 
 
 

 

Vitor Camilo Dattoli 
Master’s degree in Immunology, 
UFBA 
 
 

 
vitordattoli@gmail.com 

Vitor Camilo Dattoli will be entering a doctoral program in Epidemiology at the Federal University 
of Bahia (UFBA) in the Institute for Collective Health in February 2010. He received a Bachelor’s 
degree in Biomedical Sciences from the School of Medicine and Public Health of Bahia. Recently, 
he completed his Master’s degree in Immunology from UFBA focused on the effects of 
Toxoplasma gondii and Helicobacter pylori on atopy and asthma patients. He has also spent time 
working as a volunteer in rural and fisher colonies on programs related to the link between 
environmental protection and health. 
 
 

 

Viviany Taqueti 
Course Assistant and Resident, 
Massachusetts General Hospital 
 
 

vtaqueti@partners.org 
 
 

Viviany is in her final year of residency in internal medicine at Massachusetts General Hospital. She 
is originally from Brazil and speaks Portuguese fluently. She graduated from Harvard College summa 
cum laude and from Harvard Medical School magna cum laude through the Harvard-MIT division of 
Health Sciences and Technology. She has broad interests in immunology, cardiovascular 
inflammation, teaching, and writing. As a Howard Hughes Research Fellow, she studied ways to 
model cardiac inflammation at Brigham and Women's Hospital. She has interned at The New 
England Journal of Medicine and served as editor-in-chief of The Harvard Science Review. As an Albert 
Schweitzer Fellow, Viviany carried out a project aboard the Family Van, a mobile health center 
serving Boston's poorest neighborhoods. She has participated in clinical efforts in the Brazilian 
Amazon and Mozambique’s Gorongosa National Park.  During her senior year of residency, she 
served as chief resident at Newton-Wellesley Hospital, a community affiliate of Mass General. 
Viviany will begin a fellowship in cardiology at Brigham and Women's Hospital in Boston in July 
2010. She intends to pursue interests in cardiovascular medicine and research.  
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Zinzi Bailey 
Ph.D. candidate in Society, 
Human Development and 
Health, HSPH 
 

 
 zbailey@hsph.harvard.edu 
  
 
 

Zinzi Bailey is a first year doctoral student in the Society, Human Development and Health 
Department at the Harvard School of Public Health. Before coming to HSPH, she received her 
Master of Public Health with a concentration in Global Epidemiology from Emory University. 
Her thesis focused on the effect of advanced maternal age trends on Down syndrome rates in 
Latin America, 1972-2007. She also conducted focused research at the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention on the potential implementation of pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) for 
HIV/AIDS prevention, especially as it relates to social network theory, health equity measures, 
and ethics. Before starting graduate school, Zinzi was the acting Assistant Director of a home 
visiting program in Brooklyn, New York that provides voluntary home-based services to 
expectant families and new parents with the goal of primary prevention of child abuse/neglect as 
well as the promotion of appropriate child development. Her current research interests focus on 
sexual and reproductive health and birth outcomes, especially as they relate to race, 
socioeconomic class, and individual/institutional discrimination. Her previous research focused 
on Afro-Brazilian political mobilization. She speaks Spanish and Portuguese. 
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EMERGENCY CONTACTS 
 

 
 

 
 

Marina de Moura 
Program Assistant,  
DRCLAS Brazil Office 
demoura@fas.harvard.edu  
+55 (11) 9444-7466 
(Mobile) 

Lorena Barberia 
Program Associate, 
DRCLAS Brazil Office 
barberia@fas.harvard.edu    
+55 (11) 3549-9590 
+55 (11) 9444-3345  (Mobile) 
 

 

Marcelo Santos 
Executive Coordinator of the 
Institutional Program for 
Scientific Initiation, Centro de 
Pesquisa Gonçalo Moniz, 
Fundação Oswaldo Cruz 
(Fiocruz)-Salvador  
mramos@bahia.fiocruz.br 
 +55 (71) 8243-9230 (Mobile) 

 
 

Jason M. Dyett - 
Program Director, 
DRCLAS Brazil Office 
jdyett@fas.harvard.edu  
+55 (11) 9445-0015 (Mobile) 
 

 
The local area code in Salvador is 71. If you call any local phone number you do not 
need to dial an area code.  
 
International SOS: 0021-1-215-942-8226 
Police (Polícia): 190 
Fire (Bombeiros): 193 
 
For international collect calls and operator-assisted calls from Brazil: 0800 703 21 21 
 
The American Consular Agency 
Salvador Trade Center, sala 1401, Torre Sul,  
Avenida Tancredo Neves, 1632,  
Caminho das Árvores  
41.820-020 Salvador, Bahia 
Working Hours: 8:30AM - 11:30AM 
Telephone numbers: (71) 3113-2090  /  3113-2091 
Fax: (71)3113-2092.  
E-mail: amcon99@terra.com.br  
Consular Agent: Heather Marques 
 
The U.S. consulate in Salvador is open to the public from 8:30 AM to 11:30 AM, every 
morning, except for U.S. and Brazilian holidays.  The American Consular Agent is a notary 
public for the U.S. and can provide notarial services as a power of attorney.  Additional 
consular services are available such as renewal of U.S. passport.  If a U.S. Citizen is a victim 
of crime in Brazil, please report it to the U.S. Consular Agent.  There are now programs in 
the U.S. which offer financial compensation to victims of crime. 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
WEEK 1

Salvador Salvador Salvador Salvador Salvador Jiquiriçá
Sun Jan 3 Mon Jan 4 Tues Jan 5 Wed Jan 6 Thurs Jan 7 Fri Jan 8 Sat Jan 9

8:45 am ‐ 10:30 am Lecture #1. Building 
Background: 
Introduction to Brazil 
and SUS (Naomar de 
Almeida Filho)

Lecture #3. Building 
tools: Demographic 
methods (Marcia 
Castro)

Lecture # 5. Topic: HIV 
(Maria Amélia Veras)

Lecture #7. Topic: 
Dengue (Mary Wilson)

Travel to Jiquiriça ‐ 
DEPARTURE at 8:00 am

10:30 am ‐ 11:00 pm (BREAK) Travel
11:00 am  ‐ 12:45 pm Lecture #2. Building 

tools: Human Rights 
Approach (Aluísio 
Segurado)                        
12:45 ‐ 1:00 followed 
with brief discussion 
by Maria Amélia 
Veras on patient 
particicpation

Lecture # 4. Building 
tools: Working with 
Data (Marcia Castro)

Lecture # 6.  Topic: HTLV  
(Aluísio Segurado)

Lecture #8. Topic: 
Leptospirosis (Albert 
Ko)

Travel

12:45 pm ‐ 2:00 pm (LUNCH)
2:00 pm ‐ 2:30 pm Travel time Travel time Travel time
2:30 pm ‐ 5:30 pm

                                           
4 pm: Introduction 
at Fiocruz with 
faculty and students

Group A: Couto Maia 
Hospital (HIV/AIDS)     
Group B: Pau da Lima 
(Lepto)                            
Group C:  Zoonotic 
control center 
(Dengue)

Group B: Couto Maia 
Hospital (HIV/AIDS)           
Group C: Pau da Lima 
(Lepto)                                   
Group A:  Zoonotic 
control center (Dengue)

Group C: Couto Maia 
Hospital (HIV/AIDS)           
Group A: Pau da Lima 
(Lepto)                                   
Group B:  Zoonotic 
control center (Dengue)

Evening Openning Dinner at 
Grande Sertão

Flexible time  Groups meet with 
monitors over dinner 

Flexible time  Flexible time  Movie screening

Notes

Discussion / Prep for 
travel / Intro. to 
projects

Site Visit: Jiquiriçá
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WEEK 2

Sun Jan 10 Mon Jan 11 Tues Jan 12 Wed Jan 13 Thurs Jan 14 Fri Jan 15 Sat Jan 16
9:00 am ‐ 10:45 am Lecture #9. Topic: 

Schistosomiasis  
(John David and 
Mitermayer)

Projects Projects Projects
Projects (or local 
presenations)

Local presentations in 
Salvador, Jiquiriçá, Ubaíra

10:45 am ‐ 11:00 am (BREAK) Local 
presentationsSalvador, 
Jiquiriçá, Ubaíra

11:00 am ‐ 12:45 pm Lecture #10. Topic: 
Leishmaniasis  
(Jackson Costa) 

12:45 pm ‐ 2:00 pm (LUNCH) Groups meet Groups meet Groups meet Groups meet Groups meet Groups meet
2:00 pm ‐ 5:30 pm Site Visit: Day trip 

to Ubaíra Projects
Time to prepare local 
presentations and 
groups projects

Travel back to Salvador

Evening Flexible time 
Notes Lavagem do Bomfim 

(Salvador)

Some travel back to 
Salvador          
DEPARTURE at 8:00 
am
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WEEK 3
Sun Jan 17 Mon Jan 18 Tues Jan 19 Wed Jan 20 Thurs Jan 21 Fri Jan 22 Sat Jan 23

8:45 am ‐ 10:00 am Open session for 
discussion

Presentation 1 Course evaluations 
(mandatory)

10:00 am ‐ 11:15 am Presentation 2 10 am: Closing program 
begins

11:15 am ‐ 12:45 am (BREAK) Finalize 
presentations

Break

11:45 am ‐ 1:00 pm Presentation 3
1:00 pm ‐ 2:00 pm (LUNCH)
2:15 pm ‐ 3:30 pm Finalize 

presentations OR 
flex time 

Presentation 4

3:30 pm ‐ 5:00 pm Finalize 
presentations OR 
flex time 

Presentation 5

Evening End of Course Party
Notes

Optional Beach 
Trip
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