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COURSE OVERVIEW & OBJECTIVES 

 
 

Sejam bem-vindos! This collaborative course is offered by the Harvard School of Public Health 
(HSPH), the Fiocruz's Centro de Pesquisa Gonçalo Moniz, and the Brazil Studies Program at 
Harvard University's David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies (DRCLAS). It 
includes faculty and students from HSPH, Fiocruz, and numerous leading public health 
institutions from throughout Brazil. The 2009 course builds on the experience of the inaugural 
course in January 2008 and benefits from the continued collaboration of the Santa Casa de 
Misericórdia de São Paulo Medical School (Santa Casa). It includes students from the US, Brazil, 
Nigeria, and Pakistan who have diverse experiences as anthropologists, lab scientists, social 
workers, statisticians, development policy specialists, physicians, and more. 
 
Bringing together exceptional individuals is core to the success of this course – a fact that is 
reflected in the primary focus on people in the pages of this packet. A rich set of required and 
optional readings selected by the course’s 12 faculty as well as all course lectures are available for 
download on the course website. Through this initiative, we seek to strengthen existing 
collaborations and to foster new ones that create opportunities for joint learning and research 
during and after the course.  
 
The overall objectives for this course are to enhance participants’ abilities to: 
 

 Critically analyze environmental and socioeconomic factors in Brazil that are associated with 
a high prevalence and geographic distribution of the infectious diseases discussed in this course. 

 Identify population characteristics, such as nutrition status, immunity, co-morbidities, degree 
of exposure associated with disease epidemiology and the impact of these factors on disease 
morbidity and mortality. 

 Identify and describe selected infectious diseases that are prevalent in Brazil. 
 Foster lasting academic collaborations and joint research projects between HSPH and 

Brazilian participants, strengthening personal networks throughout Brazil and internationally. 
 
We are excited to have such a distinguished group of students and faculty participating in this 
field course and we are tremendously thankful to the many individuals and institutions that have 
made this collaborative course possible. 
 
Grande abraço, 
 

 

 

 
 

Mary E. Wilson 
Associate Professor of Global Health 
and Population, HSPH; Associate 
Clinical Professor of Medicine, HMS 

Mitermayer Reis 
Director and Professor, 
Centro de Pesquisas Gonçalo 
Moniz - CPqGM (Fiocruz) 

Jason Dyett 
Program Director, Brazil 
Office, DRCLAS, Harvard 
University 
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LECTURES 

 
 
 
This course includes 10 lectures, three site visits in Salvador, and a week of hands-on field work. 
Classroom sessions are two hours in total length, with 45 minutes allotted for the lecture and the 
remainder for questions and group discussion. The objectives and key questions for consideration 
are determined by each lecturer as are the required readings. 
 
 
 

 Lecture 1: Social Determinants (Alberto Pellegrini Filho) 
 

 Lecture 2: HIV (Maria Amélia Veras & Maria Ines Costa Dourado) 
 

 Lecture 3: Data Sources & Data Analysis (Marcia Castro) 
 

 Lecture 4: Dengue (Mary E. Wilson) 
 

 Lecture 5: Leptospirosis (Albert Ko) 
 

 Lecture 6: Leishmaniasis (Jackson Mauricio Lopes Costa) 
 

 Lecture 7: Schistosomiasis (John David & Mitermayer Galvão dos Reis) 
 

 Lecture 8: Human Rights (Sofia Gruskin) 
 

 Lecture 9: Health Policy (Eduardo Mota) 
 

 Lecture 10: Modeling (Eduardo Massad) 
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SITE VISITS IN SALVADOR 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Hospital Couto Maia 
 
Founded in 1853 as the Hospital de Isolamento de Monte Serrat, Hospital Couto Maia originally 
served patients with yellow fever arriving on Brazilian and international merchant ships. It is an 
infectious disease reference public hospital that serves the population of Bahia, which has 
suffered from various epidemics during this period including yellow fever (1849), cholera (1855), 
the bubonic plague (1904), Spanish Fever (1919), smallpox (1919) and typhoid fever (1924). 
Currently, Hospital Couto Maia is responsible for epidemiological surveillance and teaching in 
the areas of medicine, nursing, pharmacy, biomedicine and medical history and archives.  
 
Objective: To discuss the determinants of the risk of HIV/AIDS infection and the difficulties of 
diagnosis and patients’ adherence to treatment plans.  
 
 
Pau da Lima and São Marcos Health Clinic 
 
Pau da Lima is a slum neighborhood that grew at the outskirts of urban Salvador. Originally, it 
was unoccupied land that began to attract people in the 1950s given its relative tranquility and 
closeness to Salvador. Pau da Lima is near two large roadways, which has impacted its growth 
and increasing population density. For over five years, Fiocruz has been leading community-
based cohort studies on urban leptospirosis in Pau da Lima that aim to understand the 
transmission dynamics of urban leptospirosis within this community. 
 
Objective: Visit an urban community whose population is at risk of contracting leptospirosis. 
Identify the environmental and social determinants of infection. Understand how an emergency 
healthcare facility serves this community. 
 
 
Zoonosis Control Center (CCZ) 
 
Objective: Discuss mosquito control strategies and observe dengue prevention activities 
(identification of areas of mosquito population proliferation, identification of larvae of Aedes 
aegypti, procedures to evaluate indices of building infestation).
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Site Visit Groups 
 
 

First Name Last Name From Site Visit Group

Alexis Burakoff   HSPH Group A
Aline Mariath Brazil Group A
Betine Moehlecke Iser Brazil Group A
Bruno Andrade Brazil Group A
Courtney Lockhart   HSPH Group A
Cristiane Cardoso Brazil Group A
Gerusa dos Santos Brazil Group A
Jill Hahn   HSPH Group A
Meredith Chace   HSPH Group A
Zahra Khan   HSPH Group A
Ayotomide Oyebadejo   HSPH Group B
Cristina Rodrigues Brazil Group B
Eduardo Moreno Brazil Group B
Leandro Tarosso Brazil Group B
Leonardo Arruda Brazil Group B
Maria Garcia   HSPH Group B
Melody Russell   HSPH Group B
Nicole Middaugh   HSPH Group B
Patrícia Bartholomay Brazil Group B
Stephen Murphy   HSPH Group B
Douglas Pugliese   HSPH Group C
Eliana Suzuki Brazil Group C
Emily Sanders   HSPH Group C
Federico Costa Brazil Group C
Lúcio Barbosa Brazil Group C
Maíra Quadros Brazil Group C
Miles Ott   HSPH Group C
Ryan Sullivan   HSPH Group C
Tatiana Rodrigues Bachur Brazil Group C
Valerie Polletta   HSPH Group C
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GROUP FIELDWORK PROJECTS 

 
 
Group projects are an important component of this course. Students will work together in small 
teams to develop a research proposal related to a specific infectious disease.  There are a total of 
five teams (see following page). In the rural area, one team will focus on leishmaniasis and the 
other on schistosomiasis. In the urban area, one team will focus on HIV/AIDS, one team on 
dengue, and one team on leptospirosis. Each faculty lead will work with her/his group and will 
be responsible for identifying examples of types of projects or proposals that students may want 
to develop. 
 
 
Objectives: 
 
1. To define a question (one or more) that needs to be answered in order to control or reduce 

the burden from the specific disease that the group is addressing.   
 
2. To develop a feasible research proposal that would help to answer this question. 
 
3. To gather the necessary data from electronic databases, published literature, discussions with 

local researchers, staff, residents, and others to develop a research proposal. 
 
4. To draw on the diverse backgrounds of students in the group, who will bring different skills 

and experiences to the project. 
 
5. To present the proposal to the local community (may include clinic staff, community health 

workers, residents, others). 
 
6. To present the final proposal to the entire class (and others from Fiocruz-Bahia and 

elsewhere) at the end of the course. 
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Groups for Fieldwork Projects: 
 
 
DENGUE (Salvador)

Ayotomide (“Tomide”) Oyebadejo HSPH Alexis Burakoff HSPH
Cristiane Wanderley Cardoso Brazil Betine P. Moehlecke Iser Brazil
Cristina Guimarães Rodrigues Brazil Eduardo S. Moreno Brazil
Federico Costa Brazil Emily Sanders HSPH
Valerie Polletta HSPH Maíra Bordignon Quadros Brazil
Zahra Khan HSPH Melody Russell HSPH

HIV/AIDS (Salvador)

Aline Brandão Mariath Brazil Bruno de Bezerril Andrade Brazil
Leandro Fagundes Tarosso Brazil Eliana Suzuki Brazil
Lúcio Macedo Barbosa Brazil Jill Hahn HSPH
Courtney Lockhart HSPH Nicole Middaugh HSPH
Miles Ott HSPH Patrícia Bartholomay Brazil
Steven Murphy HSPH Ryan Sullivan HSPH

LEISHMANIASIS (Jiquiriçá)

Douglas Pugliese HSPH
Gerusa Belo Gibson dos Santos Brazil
Leonardo Vicentini Arruda Brazil
Maria Esteli Garcia HSPH
Meredith Chace HSPH
Tatiana Bachur Brazil

M. Amélia Veras, Sofia Gruskin, Ines Dourado

Jackson Mauricio Lopes Costa

LEPTOSPIROSIS (Salvador)

Mary Wilson & Luciano Kalabric Silva Albert Ko & Guilherme Ribeiro

SCHISTOSOMIASIS (Jiquiriçá)

John David & Mitermayer Reis
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MAPS OF BRAZIL AND COURSE LOCATIONS 

 
 
All participants in this course will have the opportunity to visit both the urban and rural sites. 
Students focused on dengue, leptospirosis, and HIV/AIDS will spend more time in Salvador 
(urban environment) while students focused on schistosomiasis and leishmaniasis will spend more 
time in Jicuiriçá (rural environment). 

 

Map of Brazil and Location of Course Field Sites: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Center-
West
Center-
West

Salvador, BA 
tro de Pesquisa 

Gonçalo Moniz – 
, Fiocruz; 

urban site for 
fieldwork) 

Jiquiriçá, BA (rural 
site for fieldwork) 

(Cen

CPqGM

 

To view more course locations (Fiocruz, site visits, international airport, lodging, etc.), please see 
interactive course map at: www.drclas.harvard.edu/courses/brazil/hsphfiocruz_2009/map  
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Map of Key Site Locations in Salvador 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fiocruz

Retiro São Francisco (students)

Hotel Catharina 
Paraguaçu (faculty)

Pau da Lima

Hospital 
Couto Maia

Fiocruz

Retiro São Francisco (students)

Hotel Catharina 
Paraguaçu (faculty)

Pau da Lima

Hospital 
Couto Maia



Maps of Infant Mortality Rate per 1,000 Live Births 1990 & 2005 
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(2005) 

(1990) 



Regional Incidence Rate of Dengue 

 
 

Medium 

Low 

High 

Per 100,000 persons, 2006

Center-west 453 High
North 222 Average
Northeast 204 Average
Southeast 178 Average
South 20 Low
Brazil 185 Average

Source: SVS/SES (data until week 52, subject to modifications)  
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Yellow Fever: Epidemiological status in Brazil, 2001 
 

Endemic area 
12 states 
Population: 29,327,171 

Transition area 
7 states 
Population: 17,892,237 

YF-Free area 
8 states 
Population: 117,896,554 

 
Source: FUNASA; adapted from Vasconcelos and cols., 2001 
 
 
 
AIDS Incidence Rate Level per 100,000 Inhabitants, by State. Brazil, 2005 
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FACEBOOK 

 
 

FACULTY 
 

Harvard School of Public Health (HSPH) Fundação Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz) 

 

Mary E. Wilson 
Associate Clinical Professor of 
Medicine; Associate Prof. in the 
Department of Global Health and 
Population, HSPH (Faculty Lead)  

Mitermayer Galvão dos Reis 
Director and Professor, Fiocruz, 
Salvador; Professor, Escola 
Bahiana de Medicina e Saúde 
Pública (Faculty Lead) 

 

John R. David 
Professor of Tropical Public Health, 
Emeritus, Department of 
Immunology and Infectious 
Diseases, HSPH (Group Leader)  

Albert I. Ko 
Visiting Professor, Fiocruz, 
Salvador; Associate Professor of 
Medicine, Cornell 
University (Group Leader)  

 

Marcia Castro 
Assistant Professor of 
Demography, Department of 
Global Health and Population, 
HSPH (Group Leader) 

Guilherme de Sousa Ribeiro 
Visiting Researcher, Fundação 
Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz), Salvador 
Lemann Fellow (2006) at HSPH 
(Group Leader)  

 

Sofia Gruskin 
Associate Professor, Health and 
Human Rights; Director, Program 
on International Health and Human 
Rights, Dept. of Global Health and 
Population, HSPH (Group Leader) 

 

Jackson M. L. Costa 
Senior Researcher, Fiocruz; 
Professor of Human Pathology, 
Universidade Federal da Bahia 
(UFBA) (Group Leader) 

  

 

Luciano Kalabric Silva 
Public Health Technologist in 
Pathology and Molecular Biology 
Laboratory, Fiocruz (Group Leader)

  

 

Alberto Pellegrini Filho 
Senior Researcher, Fundação 
Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz), Rio de 
Janeiro (Lecturer) 
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Faculty from Select Brazilian Institutions 

 

Maria Amélia de Sousa 
Mascenas Veras 
Assistant Professor of Social 
Medicine, School of Medical 
Sciences, Santa Casa de São 
Paulo (Group Leader) 

 

Maria Ines Costa Dourado 
Associate Professor, Institute for 
Public Health, Universidade Federal da 
Bahia (UFBA)                               
(Group Leader) 

 

Eduardo Luiz Andrade Mota
Professor, Institute for Public 
Health, Universidade Federal 
da Bahia (UFBA)                      
(Lecturer)  

Eduardo Massad 
Professor, Universidade de São Paulo; 
Chartered Scientist of the Institute of 
Mathematics and its Applications and 
Honorary Professor of the University 
of Cambridge (Lecturer) 

 
STUDENTS 

 

Harvard School of Public Health Students from throughout Brazil 

 

Alexis Burakoff 
Master of Public Health 
candidate, Global Health, 
HSPH  

 

Aline Brandão Mariath 
Master of Public Health Nutrition 
candidate, School of Public Health, 
Universidade de São Paulo (USP) 

 

Ayotomide (“Tomide”) 
Oyebadejo 
Master of Public Health 
candidate, Global Health, 
HSPH  

Betine Pinto Moehlecke Iser 
Epidemiology Fellow in the Brazilian 
Field Epidemiology Training Program 
(FETP), Secretariat of Health 
Surveillance, Ministry of Health 

 

Courtney Lockhart 
Master of Public Health 
candidate, Family and 
Community Health, HSPH  

 

Bruno Andrade 
PhD candidate in Human Pathology, 
Fiocruz, Salvador 
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Douglas Pugliese 
Master of Public Health, 
Quantitative Methods, HSPH  

 

Cristiane W. Cardoso 
Master of Ecology and Biomonitoring 
(UFBA); Coordinator of Epidemiology 
Surveillance, Health Secretariat of 
Salvador 

 

Emily Sanders 
Masters candidate, Society, 
Human Development and 
Health, HSPH  
  

Cristina Guimarães 
PhD candidate in Demography, Centre 
for Regional and Development 
Planning (Cedeplar), Federal University 
of Minas Gerais (UFMG) 

 

Jill Hahn 
Master of Public Health 
candidate, Department of 
Society, Human Development, 
and Health, HSPH   

Eduardo Moreno 
Resident Student, Arbovirus, 
Robovirus and Emergent Virus, Adolfo 
Lutz Institute - São Paulo 

 

Maria Esteli Garcia 
Master of Public Health 
candidate, Family and 
Community Health, HSPH 

 

Eliana Suzuki 
Rotavirus and Hepatitis A outbreak 
investigations, Center for 
Epidemiological Surveillance (CVE - 
DDTHA) 

 

Melody Russell 
Master of Public Health 
candidate, Society, Human 
Development and Health, 
HSPH   

Federico Costa 
PhD candidate in Biotechnology, 
Fiocruz, Salvador 

 

Meredith Chace 
PhD candidate, Health Policy 
Program, Harvard University  

 

Gerusa Gibson 
PhD candidate in Vector-born 
Diseases Epidemiology, Fiocruz, Rio 
de Janeiro 

 

Miles Ott 
Master of Science candidate, 
Biostatistics Department, 
HSPH  

 

Leandro F. Tarosso 
Master of Clinical Immunology 
candidate, Universidade de São Paulo 
(USP) 
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Nicole Middaugh 
Master of Science candidate, 
HSPH  

 

Leonardo Arruda 
PhD candidate in Experimental 
Pathology, Fiocruz, Salvador 

 

Ryan Sullivan 
Master of Public Health 
candidate, Global Health and 
Population, HSPH  

 

Lúcio Macêdo Barbosa 
Master of Biotechnology candidate, 
Fiocruz, Salvador 

 

Steve Murphy 
Master of Public Health 
candidate, Global Health Policy 
and Management, HSPH  

 

Maíra Bordignon Quadros 
Master of Public Health candidate, 
Santa Casa de São Paulo 

 

Valerie Polletta 
Master of Science candidate, 
Society, Human Development 
and Health, HSPH  

 

Patrícia Bartholomay Oliveira 
Epidemiology Fellow in the Brazilian 
Field Epidemiology Training Program 
(FETP), Secretariat of Health 
Surveillance, Ministry of Health 

 

Zahra Khan 
Master of Science candidate, 
Global Health and Population, 
HSPH  

 

Tatiana Paschoalette Rodrigues 
Bachur 
PhD candidate, Federal University of 
Ceará, Brazil 
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COURSE ORGANIZERS & PLANNERS 
 
 

Harvard (DRCLAS & HSPH) Fundação Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz) 

 

Jason Dyett 
Program Director, Brazil 
Office, David Rockefeller 
Center for Latin American 
Studies (DRCLAS), Harvard 
University   

Guilherme de Sousa Ribeiro 
Visiting Researcher, Fundação 
Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz), Salvador  
Lemann Fellow (2006) at HSPH 

 

Amie Shei 
PhD candidate, Health Policy 
Program, Harvard University; 
Research Assistant for Course  

Fabíola Nascimento da Conceição 
Science and Technology Analyst, 
Centro de Pesquisa Gonçalo Moniz, 
Fiocruz 

 

Lorena Barberia 
Program Associate, Brazil 
Office, David Rockefeller 
Center for Latin American 
Studies (DRCLAS) Harvard 
University  

Eliana A. Gomes Reis 
PhD in Molecular Biology, Fundação 
Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz), Salvador   

 

Marcio Siwi 
Program Officer, Brazil 
Studies Program, David 
Rockefeller Center for Latin 
American Studies (DRCLAS), 
Harvard University  

Ridalva Felzemburgh 
PhD candidate, Biotechnology and 
Investigative Medicine, Fiocruz, 
Salvador                                      
Lemann Fellow (2008) at HSPH 

 

 

Marina de Moura 
Program Assistant, Brazil 
Office, David Rockefeller 
Center for Latin American 
Studies (DRCLAS), Harvard 
University 
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PARTICIPANT BIOGRAPHIES  
 

 

 
(Alphabetical by first name) 
 

 

 

Albert I. Ko 
Visiting Professor, Fundação 
Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz), 
Salvador; Associate Professor of 
Medicine, Cornell University 
 

 
aik2001@med.cornell.edu  

Albert Ko, Associate Professor of Medicine in the Department of International Medicine and 
Infectious Disease at Weill Medical College of Cornell University and Visiting Researcher at the 
Fiocruz in Salvador, focuses on infectious diseases which affect slum populations. He and his 
research team have been following a 10,000 member cohort in a favela (slum) community in 
Salvador to study the natural history of diseases such as leptospirosis and pneumonia. Dr. Ko 
received his MD from Harvard Medical School (1991), holds a degree in biology from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (1981), and studied at the Harvard School of Public 
Health. 
 
 

 

Alberto Pellegrini Filho 
Senior Researcher, Fundação 
Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz), Rio 
de Janeiro 
 

 
pellegrini@fiocruz.br  

Dr. Alberto Pellegrini Filho earned his medical degree from the Universidade de São Paulo 
(USP) medical school in Brazil (1968) and his Doctor of Sciences degree (PhD equivalent) from 
the Universidade de Campinas (UNICAMP) in 1976. Pellegrini was Coordinator of the Research 
Promotion and Development Unit of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), Regional 
Office of World Health Organization (WHO), in Washington, DC from 1989 to 2004. Currently 
he is a Senior Researcher at the Fundação Oswaldo Cruz (FIOCRUZ), Rio de Janeiro, Brazil and 
Technical Secretary of the National Commission on Social Determinants of Health, Brazil. As a 
professor, he has taught courses and given lectures in Brazil and throughout Latin America in the 
areas of Neurology, Research Methodology and Administration, and Planning of Science and 
Technology. He is responsible for the publication of scientific articles, book chapters and books 
in the areas of Neurology, Neuropharmacology, Public Health, Science and Technology Policies 
and Knowledge and Information Management. As Technical Advisor, Dr. Pellegrini developed 
technical cooperation activities in all Latin America and Caribbean countries for the definition 
and implantation of policies and programs of R&D in Health and for the development of 
research projects, particularly in Public Health. 
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Alexis Burakoff 
Master of Public Health 
candidate, Global Health, HSPH   
 

 
aburakof@hsph.harvard.edu 

Alexis is a Master of Public Health student in the Global Health track at the Harvard School of 
Public Health. She grew up in Boston, Massachusetts and attended Princeton University where 
she concentrated in the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs and spent a 
semester studying at the University of Cape Town in South Africa. After graduating, she spent a 
year living in Vientiane, Laos teaching English and interning for the United Nations 
Development Programme. After returning to the United States, she began medical school at 
New York University (NYU) and is currently in between her third and fourth year. At NYU, she 
has been involved in Streetwork, a project which vaccinates and counsels intravenous drug users 
about Hepatitis and she has been active in the student-run New York City Free Clinic. After 
completing medical school she plans to pursue a residency, most likely in pediatrics or 
emergency medicine. 
 

 
 

 

Aline Brandão Mariath 
Master of Public Health 
Nutrition candidate, School of 
Public Health, Universidade de 
São Paulo (USP) 
 

 
alinemariath@usp.br 

Aline is currently a Master of Public Health Nutrition candidate at the Universidade de São 
Paulo's (USP) School of Public Health. Born in Rio de Janeiro, she moved to Santa Catarina, a 
state in the South of Brazil, at the age of eight. Aline completed her undergraduate degree in 
Nutrition and gained her first experience with research in the field of Public Health Nutrition in 
Santa Catarina. She recently moved to São Paulo to continue her studies at the USP's School of 
Public Health. Currently, she is conducting a systematic review on selenium supplementation for 
pregnant women. She is a member of the Center that is being established by the USP's Schools 
of Public Health and Nursing that will collaborate with the Joanna Briggs Institute. 

 
 

 
 

Amie Shei 
PhD candidate, Health Policy 
Program, Harvard University; 
Research Assistant for Course 

 
shei@fas.harvard.edu 
amieshei@gmail.com  

Amie Shei is currently a PhD student in the Health Policy program at Harvard University. She 
participated in the first Harvard-Brazil Collaborative Course on Infectious Diseases in January 
2008 and conducted research on the impacts of Brazil’s conditional cash transfer program, 
“Bolsa Família,” at the Fundação Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz) in Salvador, Bahia from June to 
August 2008. Amie holds a Master of Science degree in Health Policy and Management from the 
Harvard School of Public Health (HSPH). She has worked at the World Health Organization, 
the Harvard Center for Public Health Preparedness, and the Department of Health Policy and 
Management at HSPH. She is the recipient of a U.S. Agency for Healthcare Research and 
Quality traineeship and a U.S. Dept. of Education Foreign Language and Area Studies 
fellowship. Amie is a Student Fellow at the Petrie-Flom Center at Harvard Law School and a 
Graduate Student Associate at the David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies for 
2008-2009. Her research interests include health inequalities, poverty, international health, 
incentives, and quality of care. 
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Ayotomide (“Tomide”) 
Oyebadejo 
Master of Public Health 
candidate, Global Health, 
HSPH 
 

 
 aoyebade@hsph.harvard.edu 

Tomide is pursuing a Master’s in Public Health in the Global Health track at the Harvard School 
of Public Health (MPH). A physician from Nigeria, she graduated from Obafemi Awolowo 
University's College of Health Sciences in Nigeria. Tomide has been working as a physician for 
the past three years, having spent a year in the rural Northern part of her country, which exposed 
her to the socio-cultural factors that affect health. Working with HIV positive patients allowed 
her to explore some of the issues confronting health and health systems in Nigeria. Tomide has 
done work on reproductive health issues, especially on HIV/AIDS and other STIs, with 
UNICEF in a bid to reduce the stigma and reduce the spread. She has also worked as a peer 
educator to advocate for sexual behavior change among teenagers in Nigeria and, for a year, as a 
community facilitator for the Integrated Management of Childhood Illness (IMCI) practice in 
Northern Nigeria. Tomide’s experience combined with the high prevalence of infectious diseases 
in Nigeria, especially among the vulnerable population in the low socioeconomic class, children, 
and sometimes women sparked her interest in learning more through a degree program at 
HSPH. Tomide’s specific areas of interest are social determinants of disease in developing 
countries and children, and infectious diseases more broadly. After completing her MPH, she 
would like to work in the area of maternal and child health and see how influencing their 
environment can positively impact their health status. 

 
 

 

Betine Pinto Moehlecke Iser 
Epidemiology Fellow in the 
Brazilian Field Epidemiology 
Training Program (FETP), 
Secretariat of Health 
Surveillance, Ministry of Health 
 

 
betine.iser@saude.gov.br 

Betine Iser is currently a Fellow in the Brazilian Field Epidemiology Training Program (FETP – 
EPISUS) of the Secretariat of Health Surveillance, Ministry of Health. She was born in a small 
city in Brazil’s southernmost state of Rio Grande do Sul, and moved to its capital, Porto Alegre, 
where she completed her undergraduate education. After earning her degree in dentistry from 
Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul (UFRGS) in 2004, she worked for three years 
providing primary health care at a public health school while undertaking post-graduate training 
with a diverse group of professionals including nurses, physicians, nutritionists, psychologists, 
social workers and physiotherapists. In May 2008, she moved to Brasília, the national capital, to 
begin her fellowship with FETP. Betine's primary experience is in the area of collective health. 
Currently Betine’s activities include disease surveillance and investigating outbreaks and public 
health emergencies related to infectious diseases. She is also engaged in studies of the 
epidemiology of chronic and non-communicable diseases. 

 
 

 21

mailto:aoyebade@hsph.harvard.edu
mailto:betine.iser@saude.gov.br


 

 
 

Bruno Andrade 
PhD candidate in Human 
Pathology, Fiocruz, Salvador 

 
bandrade@bahia.fiocruz.br 

Bruno Andrade began to focus on biomedical science in 2001, during his undergraduate studies 
in Medicine at the Universidade Federal da Bahia (UFBA). Since 2006, he has been a PhD 
candidate in Human Pathology at the Fiocruz (Bahia), where he also teaches Immunology as a 
guest professor. Bruno is a substitute professor of Medical Immunology at UFBA. His major 
area of interest is immune regulation of infectious diseases, mainly malaria, leishmaniasis and 
hepatitis B infections. 

 
 

 
 

Courtney Lockhart 
Master of Public Health 
candidate, Family and 
Community Health, HSPH 

 
clockhar@hsph.harvard.edu 

Courtney is originally from Opelika, Alabama. She attended Tuskegee University where she 
received a BS degree in Biology. Courtney has since been enrolled as a medical student at 
Harvard Medical School. Now in between her third and fourth year of medical school training, 
she is dedicating a year to completing a Master of Public Health degree with a concentration in 
Family and Community Health. Courtney plans to train in pediatrics and focus on pediatric 
chronic diseases and associated societal elements that these children may face. She would like to 
use her training in medicine and public health to provide family support, healthcare services, and 
other resources through community-based programs for children disproportionately affected by 
these diseases so they may fulfill their highest physical, emotional, and educational potential. 

 
 

 

 

Cristiane W. Cardoso 
Master of Ecology and 
Biomonitoring (UFBA); 
Coordinator of Epidemiology 
Surveillance, Health Secretariat 
of Salvador 
 

 
criscardoso@gmail.com 

Cristiane Cardoso coordinates Epidemiology Surveillance at the Health Secretariat of Salvador, 
Bahia. She has been working with public health since 1991, when she joined the Health 
Secretariat of Bahia as chief of the Laboratory of Clinical Pathology, and later as Manager of the 
Department of Therapeutical Support and Planning. In the Health Secretariat of Salvador she 
was Coordinator of Regulation and Evaluation, and Coordinator of Control of Zoonosis. 
Cristiane holds a BS degree in Biology (1989) and a MS degree in Ecology and Biomonitoring 
(2005) from Universidade Federal of Bahia - UFBA. She also specialized in Hospital 
Administration at Universidade de Ribeirão Preto, São Paulo, and in Secondary Data Analysis in 
Epidemiology at UFBA. Cristiane is a member of the National Association of Biology Teachers - 
NABT (USA). 
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Cristina Guimarães 
PhD candidate in Demography, 
Centre for Regional and 
Development Planning 
(Cedeplar), Federal University 
of Minas Gerais (UFMG) 
 

 
cristina@cedeplar.ufmg.br 

Cristina is currently a PhD student in Demography at the Centre for Regional and Development 
Planning (Cedeplar) at the Federal University of Minas Gerais (UFMG). She graduated in 
Economics from UFMG in 2004, and from 2001 to 2004 she worked as a Research Assistant in 
Health Economics. In this position, her analyses primarily focused on aspects of the health 
system in Brazil, such as the financing and delivery of public and private health services, access 
to healthcare, health services user profiles, and health spending efficiency. She also analyzed the 
economic determinants of criminality, trying to understand if there was some association 
between the economic and violent cycles in metropolitan areas in Brazil. After enrolling in a 
demography course in 2005, she worked on a survey that focused on regional inequalities in 
health services in Brazil and on an exploratory analysis of public hospitalizations for ambulatory 
care sensitive conditions. Cristina also participated in fieldwork on the surveillance and 
evaluation of the Family Health Program (PSF) in the state of Minas Gerais, visiting health 
centers and talking to health professionals in urban and rural areas. She is conducting her PhD 
thesis on the effects of demographic and epidemiological changes on the use of health services in 
Brazil and the imbalance between demand and supply for these services. Cristina’s primary 
interests are in understanding what is behind the differences in ambulatory and hospital care 
among different groups of populations and locations, especially for those who use the public 
health system. 

 
 

 
 

Douglas Pugliese 
Master of Public Health, 
Quantitative Methods, HSPH 

 
dpuglies@hsph.harvard.edu 

Doug is currently in the Master of Public Health program with a concentration in quantitative 
methods at the Harvard School of Public Health. He graduated with a B.S. in Biology from the 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania in Indiana, PA and received his M.D. from the Drexel 
University College of Medicine in Philadelphia, PA. After completing his medical internship at 
the Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston, MA he served four years in the United States 
Navy as a primary care doctor. He was assigned to the United States Marine Corps and 
completed two operational tours to the Middle East, one of which was a combat tour in Fallujah, 
Iraq. He is set to begin a dermatology residency in July 2009 at the Hospital of the University of 
Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, PA. Doug became very interested in public health issues during his 
time serving in the Navy. His interests are in infectious diseases that affect the skin and mucous 
membranes. 
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Eduardo L. A. Mota 
Professor, Universidade Federal 
da Bahia (UFBA) 

 
emota@ufba.br  

Eduardo Mota (MD, MPH, Doctor in Medicine) has been a faculty member of the Institute of 
Collective Health at the Universidade Federal da Bahia (UFBA) since 1980. He is a member of 
the National Health Information Network (RIPSA) coordinated by Pan-American Health 
Organization and the Ministry of Health in Brazil. After completing a Residence Program on 
transmissible diseases at the Universidade de Brasília (UnB), Dr. Mota obtained an MPH in 1979 
from the Tropical Public Health Department at Harvard School of Public Health in Boston, MA. 
He was a WHO-TDR training grant recipient while at Harvard and received a Doctorate Degree 
in Medicine at the Community Health Department of UFBA in 1988. From 1989 to 1990 he 
completed a Post-Doctoral period in the Department of Epidemiology, School of Public Health, 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He participated in a team of Brazilian and North 
American researchers who conducted a nine-year longitudinal study on the Epidemiology of 
American Trypanosomiasis in a rural area of Bahia, Brazil, under the auspices of PAHO and 
Harvard University, authoring the publication of its final results in 1990. From 1993 to 1996, he 
served as acting Health Secretary of the Mayor’s Office of Salvador, Bahia, during which time he 
developed the application of epidemiology on preventive and health care services to a network 
of health units, which dealt with a population of over two million people. Following this 
experience, he participated in the Ministry of Health’s Advisory Team, directing the development 
of health information systems and the evaluation of health services in Brasilia (1997-1998). From 
2002 to 2004, he worked in Rio de Janeiro at a newly created Regulatory Agency of the Ministry 
of Health focused on Private Health Plans. In his role there, he was responsible for organizing a 
national information system. Dr. Mota teaches Epidemiology to undergraduates as well as 
graduate-level courses in Biostatistics and Epidemiological Methods. He teaches Epidemiology in 
Health Services and Health Information to health professionals. 

 
 

 

Eduardo Massad 
Professor, Universidade de São 
Paulo; Chartered Scientist, 
Institute of Mathematics and its 
Applications and Honorary 
Professor of the University of 
Cambridge 
 

 
edmassad@usp.br  

Professor Massad is a medical professional with extensive experience in the field of infectious 
disease epidemiology and the mathematical modeling of infectious diseases. He has done a wide 
range of modeling work spanning Dengue, Yellow Fever, Hepatitis A, vaccine preventable 
diseases, parasitology, HIV and antimicrobial resistance. He received his training as a medical 
doctor and physicist at the Universidade de São Paulo (USP) and subsequently completed a 
doctorate in Epidemiology from the Vetineray Medical School of the Universidade de São Paulo. 
He has been a visiting scientist at the University of London, University of Sussex and the 
International Center for Theoretical Physics. He is a researcher of the Fundação de Amparo à 
Pesquisa do Estado de São Paulo (FAPESP) and the Conselho Nacional de Desenvolvimento 
Científico e Tecnológico (CNPq). 
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Eduardo Moreno 
Resident Student, Arbovirus, 
Robovirus and Emergent Virus, 
Adolfo Lutz Institute, São Paulo 

 
eduardo_smoreno@yahoo.com.br 

Eduardo Moreno received his undergraduate degree in Veterinary Medicine from the Universidade 
Estadual de Londrina (UEL) in Brazil's southern state of Paraná. He is currently in his second year 
of the Multidisciplinary Residency Program at the São Paulo State Health Secretary. In this 
integrated program at the Adolfo Lutz Institute in São Paulo, Eduardo focuses on Arbovirus, 
Robovirus and Emergent Virus and the diagnosis and eco-epidemiology of viruses transmitted by 
arthropods and rodents. In addition to his diagnostic labratory activities related Arbovirosis, 
Hantavirosis and Arenavirosis, he participates in eco-epidemiology surveillance, consisting of: 
outbreak investigations and vector and animal reservoir research. Eduardo has experience in 
microbiology, pathology and the handling of wild animals. His interests include public health, 
virology, entomology, field epidemiology and wild animal conservation. 
 
 

 
 

Eliana Almeida Gomes Reis 
PhD in Molecular Biology, Fundação 
Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz), Salvador 

 

Eliana Almeida Gomes Reis received her degree in Sociology from the Universidade Federal da 
Bahia (UFBA) in 1986 and her PhD in cellular and molecular biology at the Fiocruz, Rio de Janiero. 
A member of the Brazilian Society of Immunology since 1997, she has written on biochemical and 
immunologic predictors of efficacy of treatment or reinfection risk for Schistosoma mansoni and 
has participated in research projects on immune responses to schistosomiasis. Eliana was a 
participant in the 2007 Harvard-Brazil Symposium on Public Health, organized by the DRCLAS 
Brazil Office. 
 
 
 

 

Eliana Suzuki 
Rotavirus and Hepatitis A outbreak 
investigations, Center for 
Epidemiological Surveillance (CVE), 
São Paulo State Surveillance System 
in the Food and Waterborne 
Diseases Section (DDTHA) 
 

 
elisuzuki@yahoo.com.br 

Eliana Suzuki, born and raised in the city of São Paulo, completed her undergraduate degree in 
Veterinary Medicine at the Universidade de São Paulo (USP) in 1997, a specialization in Sanitary 
Surveillance in Public Health at USP’s School of Public Health (FSP/USP) in 1999, and a Masters 
degree in Public Health in Epidemiology at FSP/USP in 2007. She gained 18 months of experience 
working as a researcher and field supervisor on a rotavirus research project that focused on in 
children under five years old (CCD/SES/SP, 2004). Eliana has studied the occurrence of 
enteropathogens infections in adult patients at Itapevi, a dormitory city, 35 km far from São Paulo 
City. She was a trainee in the Field Epidemiology Training Program in the Brazilian Government 
Health System (EPISUS/SP at CCD/SES/SP). During this two-year program, she investigated a 
number of outbreaks under the supervision of technicians from CVE/CDC – SES including, 
Salmonella typhi, Chagas disease transmitted by sugar cane, meningitis, Diphyllobothrium sp in São 
Paulo State, Rickettsial Fever, Rotavirus in Rio Branco, Acre, Clostridium botulinum, and Scarlatina. 
The program provided her with practical skills in field epidemiology. Eliana is currently responsible 
for Rotavirus and Hepatitis A outbreak investigations and data organization for the São Paulo State 
Surveillance System in the Food and Waterborne Diseases Section (DDTHA) of Center for 
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Epidemiological Surveillance (CVE) Professor Alexandre Vranjac of the CCD/SES/SP. In 1987, 
she was a high-school exchange student in Tokyo, Japan. Eliana returned to Japan for two weeks in 
2004 when she participated in a two-week cultural and technical exchange program with the 
Japanese Ministry of Agriculture in the Ibaraki Province. During this trip, she visited 
epidemiological and sanitary surveillance departments such as International Marine Port, 
Quarantine Central, Sanitary Inspection Laboratory, and Epidemiological and Environmental 
Control Laboratory. Her interests include Environmental Pollution Control. Eliana plans to begin a 
doctoral program in 2009 to research enteropathogens. 
 
 

 
 

Emily Sanders 
Masters candidate, Society, Human 
Development and Health, HSPH 

 
esanders@hsph.harvard.edu 

Emily is in the first year of a two-year Masters degree in Society Human Development and Health 
at Harvard University. She holds a Bachelor degree in Political Science and Hispanic Studies from 
the University of Pennsylvania. Emily has lived and worked in Latin America extensively. Upon 
graduation from Penn, she spent a year in Argentina working for the local NGO HelpArgentina on 
a campaign to change social norms regarding philanthropy and inspire trust in the country’s civil 
sector. She spent the last two years in Washington, DC working as a Program Associate for the 
Manoff Group, which develops behavior centered programming for international health projects, as 
well as volunteering as a patient advocate at the Whitman Walker free prenatal clinic, where she 
conducted negotiated counseling with patients to improve health literacy and prevent HIV and 
other sexually transmitted infections. 
 

 
 

Fabíola N. da Conceição 
Science and Technology Analyst, 
Centro de Pesquisa Gonçalo Moniz, 
Fiocruz 

 
fabiola@bahia.fiocruz.br  

Fabíola earned her undergraduate degree in Social Science from Nottingham Trent University of 
England (2000) and her Master of Public Health from the Fundação Oswaldo Cruz in Salvador, 
Bahia (2007). She currently works as a Science and Technology Analyst at the Centro de Pesquisa 
Gonçalo Moniz – Fiocruz and has experience in Community Health, with a focus on Public Health. 
Her primary areas of work include intellectual property, technology management, knowledge 
management, technological innovation and international cooperation. 
 
 

 
 

Federico Costa 
PhD candidate in Biotechnology, 
Fiocruz, Salvador 

 
fcosta@bahia.fiocruz.br 

Federico is currently a PhD candidate focused in Biotechnology at the Gonçalo Moniz Research 
Center (CPqGM) – Fiocruz, Salvador. A biologist from Argentina, he graduated in 2003 from Rio 
Cuarto National University, as part of an Ecology Study Group of Argentine Hemorrhagic Fever 
rodent reservoir. He moved to Patagonia in 2004 to conduct research on the distribution of 
hantavirus rodent reservoirs and risk of human infection. In 2007, he studied the ecology of Aedes 
aegypti mosquitoes and vector control strategies in Puerto Iguazú, Argentina. Federico completed 
his Masters degree in Pest Control and Environmental Impact at San Martin National University. 
Since 2007, he has been part of the leptospirosis group at the CPqGM in Salvador. His interests 
include the study of urban ecology and infectious diseases in the developing world. Federico hopes 
to pursue future research in disease control programs. 
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Gerusa Gibson 
PhD candidate in Vector-born 
Diseases Epidemiology, Fiocruz, Rio 
de Janeiro 

 
gibsonge@ensp.fiocruz.br 

Gerusa Gibson is currently a PhD candidate focused on vector-born diseases epidemiology in the 
Epidemiology on Public Health Program at the National School of Public Health- FIOCRUZ, Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil. Her current research focuses on analysis of environmental, social and 
immunologial factors associated with severe forms of dengue fever. Her interests are in the 
ecohealth approach in epidemiology of infectious diseases. She holds a Master of Science Degree in 
Environmental Epidemiology from the National School of Public Health, Fiocruz (2008) and a 
Bachelors degree in Biomedical Sciences from the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro State (2005).
 

 
 

Guilherme de Sousa Ribeiro 
Visiting Researcher, Fundação 
Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz), Salvador 

 
gsribeiro@gmail.com 
 

Guilherme Ribeiro received his M.D. from the Universidade Federal da Bahia (UFBA), and 
completed his residency in infectious disease at the Universidade Federal de São Paulo (UNIFESP). 
He earned a Master of Science in Epidemiology at the Harvard School of Public Health (HSPH) 
and was the recipient of a Lemann Fellowship. In 2008, he earned his PhD in investigative medicine 
from the Fiocruz in Salvador, Bahia. He is the coordinator of the residency program for infectious 
diseases at the Couto Maia Hospital, a research hospital for infectious diseases in the state of Bahia. 
Guilherme’s research has focused on the epidemiology of bacterial meningitis and specifically on 
the public health impact of the introduction of the Haemophilus influenzae type b conjugate 
vaccine in Brazil. Currently, he is working on prospective community-based cohort studies on the 
natural history of leptospirosis, a major public health problem in Brazil which has emerged due to 
rapid urbanization and urban poverty. He is interested in studies of communicable diseases 
associated with health inequality, such as tuberculosis and rheumatic fever/rheumatic heart disease. 
Guilherme was a participant in the 2007 Harvard-Brazil Symposium on Public Health, organized by 
the DRCLAS Brazil Office. 
 
 

 

Jackson Mauricio Lopes Costa 
Senior Researcher, Fundação 
Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz); Professor 
of Human Pathology, Universidade 
Federal da Bahia (UFBA) 
 

 
jcosta@cpqgm.fiocruz.br  

Jackson Costa is a Senior Researcher at the Fundação Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz), full professor of 
human pathology for graduate students at the Universidade Federal da Bahia (UFBA), and an 
Associate Researcher at the Center for Tropical Pathology and Social Medicine of the Universidade 
Federal do Maranhão (UFMA). He is responsible for the successful creation of the reference center 
for the diagnosis and treatment of cutaneous leishmaniasis in Corte de Pedra and in the Jiquiriçá 
Valley in the state of Bahia and for the reference center for the diagnosis and treatment of 
leishmaniasis in São Luis do Maranhão. His primary research focus is on the clinical epidemiology 
of leishmaniasis (cutaneous and visceral; co-infection of leishmaniasis and HIV/Hansen); 
parasitological diagnosis, clinical trials for first and second choice drugs for leishmaniasis, alternative 
drugs for leishmaniasis, diagnosis and treatment of diseases caused by fungi (Cromoblastomicose) 
and other infectious and parasitic diseases. Jackson Costa earned his medical degree from the 
Universidade Federal do Maranhão (1979), holds a Master’s in Tropical Medicine from the 
Universidade de Brasília (1986), and a PhD in Infectious and Parasitic Diseases from the 
Universidade Federal de São Paulo-UNIFESP (1998). 
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Jason Dyett 
Program Director, Brazil Office, 
David Rockefeller Center for Latin 
American Studies (DRCLAS), 
Harvard University 

 
jdyett@fas.harvard.edu 

Jason Dyett manages the activities and operations of the Brazil Office of the David Rockefeller 
Center for Latin American Studies (DRCLAS) at Harvard University serving as Program Director. 
He first moved to São Paulo in 1996, after two and a half years at the DRCLAS in Cambridge 
during the Center’s launch. From 1997 to 2002, he established the Brazil office of the Economist 
Intelligence Unit’s telecommunications research division and went on to gain experience growing 
technology companies backed by local and international investors. Jason rejoined DRCLAS from 
the Corporate Executive Board, a Washington, DC based organization that provides executive 
education to public and private companies. Since the creation the DRCLAS Brazil Office in 2006, 
he and the Brazil-based team have worked to develop and strengthen opportunities for Harvard 
student and faculty engagement with Brazil in close collaboration with the Brazil Studies Program at 
Harvard University. He has a Master of Business Administration (MBA) in Finance from the 
University of Chicago Graduate School of Business (2004) and graduated Phi Beta Kappa with a 
B.A. in Political Science and Spanish from the University of Vermont (1994). 
 
 

 
 

Jill Hahn 
Master of Public Health candidate, 
Department of Society, Human 
Development, and Health, HSPH 

 
jhahn@hsph.harvard.edu 

Jill is currently in her second year of the two-year MS program in Society, Human Development, 
and Health at the Harvard School of Public Health.  She grew up in East Tennessee, got her 
undergraduate degree in Biological Anthropology at Harvard, and did graduate work in marine 
biology and cell biology at the MIT-Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution Joint Program in 
Oceanography. She has studied the developmental ecology of marine invertebrates as well as the 
ecology and evolution of South American fish, and has done aquaculture work in Ecuador. She has 
also worked with children, including foster children. Her growing interest in children’s health, 
combined with witnessing the effects of global warming and other human activities on aquatic 
ecosystems motivated her to come to HSPH to pursue an understanding of the interplay between 
environment, social determinants, and children’s health and well-being. 
 
 

 

John R. David 
Richard Pearson Strong Professor of 
Tropical Public Health, Emeritus, 
Department of Immunology and 
Infectious Diseases, HSPH 
 

 
jdavid@hsph.harvard.edu  

John David has worked in Brazil for over 25 years primarily regarding the immunology of 
schistosomiasis and the diagnosis, control and treatment of leishmaniasis. His work on HIV/AIDS 
started in 1996 with the Programa de Colaboração Contra AIDS between the Ministerio de 
Saúde/FIOCRUZ/Centro de Pesquisas Gonçalo Moniz and the HSPH. During the first year of the 
project, HSPH sent 200,000 condoms and helped organize their distribution during Carnaval using 
music groups and health posts. In the second year they sent 220,000 condoms and this activated the 
federal government in Brazil so that in the third year they sent 1 million condoms. Dr. David 
received his M.D from the University of Chicago. His research interests include the immunobiology 
of cytokines, development of methods to control schistosomiasis and leishmaniasis, and vaccines. 
His group produced recombinant migration inhibitory factor (rMIF), the first lymphokine 
discovered in the 1960s. His current studies are focused on understanding the functions of MIF in a 
MIF-deficient strain of mice that his team recently developed. John was a participant in the 2007 
Harvard-Brazil Symposium on Public Health, organized by the DRCLAS Brazil Office. 
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Leandro F. Tarosso 
Master of Clinical Immunology 
candidate, Universidade de São Paulo 
(USP) 

 
leandro.tarosso@gmail.com 
 

Leandro Tarosso received his undergraduate degree in Biological Sciences from the Universidade 
Estadual Paulista (UNESP) in the state of São Paulo in 2005. From 2006 to 2007, he was a post-
graduate student at the Adolfo Lutz Institute where he carried out a research project on HIV 
pathogenesis in a pediatric cohort. Currently, he is a Masters Student of Clinical Immunology in the 
Universidade de São Paulo (USP) where he develops projects on immune responses against some 
HIV-1 proteins in a cohort of HIV recently-infected patients who spontaneously control viral 
replication (elite controllers) without antiretroviral treatment. The final goal of this project is to 
understand the nature of the sucssesful control of HIV and apply this knowledge in a new HIV 
vaccine project. 
 
 

 
 

Leonardo Arruda 
PhD candidate in Experimental 
Pathology, Fiocruz, Salvador 

 
leonardo.arruda@gmail.com 

Leonardo is currently a PhD student of experimental pathology, at the Fiocruz in Salvador, studying 
experimental aspects of leishmaniasis in vitro. Leonardo graduated in biology (2004) and received 
his M.D from the department of pharmacology at the State University of Campinas (UNICAMP-
2007), studying molecular aspects of cystic fibrosis. Leonardo has experience in the field of genetics 
and molecular biology. 
 
 

 
 

Lorena Barberia 
Program Associate, Brazil Office, 
David Rockefeller Center for Latin 
American Studies (DRCLAS) 
Harvard University 

 
barberia@fas.harvard.edu  

Lorena Barberia is a Program Associate at the David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies 
atHarvard University. She is a member of the Brazil Office in São Paulo serving as part of the staff 
focused on strengthening the ties between Harvard and Brazilian academic and research institutions 
and, since 2000, she has directed the Center's Cuban Studies Program. Lorena received her doctoral 
degree in public administration and government at the Fundação Getulio Vargas in São 
Paulo,Brazil, where she has also participated on a two-year research project examining the role of 
municipal governments in the promotion of local economic development as a consultant to the 
World Bank. She is co-editor of The Cuban Economy at the Start of the Twenty-First Century (with 
Jorge I. Domínguez and Omar Pérez Villanueva, David Rockefeller Center Series on Latin 
American Studies, Harvard University Press, 2004) and has written several scholarly and media 
contributions. She has also worked in Ecuador and Panama as a junior economist and at the 
Harvard Institute for International Development on research projects that focused on developing 
and transition economies. Lorena obtained her master's degree in Public Policy from the John F. 
Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University, where she received a Woodrow Wilson 
Fellowship, and her bachelor's degree in Economics and Spanish from the University of California, 
Berkeley. 
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Luciano Kalabric Silva 
Public Health Technologist in 
Pathology and Molecular Biology 
Laboratory, Fiocruz 

 
kalabric@bahia.fiocruz.br 

Luciano Kalabric Silva earned his undergraduate degree in Biology from the Universidade Católica 
do Salvador (1993) and his Masters and Doctorate degrees in Human and Experimental Pathology 
from the Universidade Federal da Bahia (1998). Currently, he is a Public Health Technologist in the 
Pathology and Molecular Biology Laboratory at Fiocruz in Salvador, an Assistant Professor at the 
União Metropolitana de Educação e Cultura, and a Professor of graduate students in Biotechnology 
in Health and Investigative Medicine at the Fiocruz's Centro de Pesquisa Gonçalo Moniz in 
Salvador. Luciano has strong experience in biochemistry, with an emphasis on molecular biology, 
focusing primarily on molecular diagnosis and genotyping of hepatitis B and C and on S. mansoni. 
He completed post-doctorate work in genetic epidemiology at Case Western Reserve University 
(2005), where he developed studies to map human genes associated with susceptibility to severe 
cases of dengue and in patients with active hepatitis. 
 
 

 

Lúcio Macêdo Barbosa 
Master of Biotechnology candidate, 
Fiocruz, Salvador 

 
lmacedo@bahia.fiocruz.br 

Lúcio is currently pursuing a Master's degree in the Biotechnology program at the Gonçalo Moniz 
Research Center, Fiocruz. He graduated from Escola Bahiana de Medicina e Saúde Pública in 2007 
with a BA in Biomedical Sciences. Having entered the Fiocruz in 2003, Lúcio is involved in projects 
focused on the epidemiology of viral hepatitis, more specifically on Hepatitis B and C. In 2005, he 
was involved in the study of autoimmune diseases, such as Systemic Lupus Erythematosus (SLE). 
While he currently continues to focus on SLE, Lúcio plans to return to the study of infectious 
diseases and their association with autoimmune diseases in the future. 
 
 

 
 

Maíra Bordignon Quadros 
Master of Public Health candidate, 
Santa Casa de São Paulo 

 
 mbquadrops@hotmail.com 

Maíra Quadros was born in the south of Brazil and raised in Cuiabá, the capital of the state of Mato 
Grosso in the central region of the country. She completed her undergraduate degree in Medicine in 
the state of Minas Gerais (2001), her medical residency in Infectious Diseases at the Universidade 
Federal de Mato Grosso (UFMT) in 2005, and is currently pursuing a Master of Public Health at 
Santa Casa de São Paulo. Maíra completed a specialization in Infectious Diseases Surveillance, 
presenting as a final paper a study on the characteristics of HIV/AIDS patients in Sinop, a city in 
the northern part of Mato Grosso where she worked as an infectious diseases physician. She has 
also worked in the interior of Mato Grosso as a general physician in rural communities as part of 
the Family Health Program. Currently, Maíra focuses on nosocomial infection control and teaches 
at the University Hospital in Cuiabá (UNIC). She recently completed a short course in Brasilia in 
order to train other health care professionals on dengue control in Brazil as part of a government 
strategy to join community and academic settings. Her experiences have allowed Maíra to engage 
people and to better understand their feelings, diseases, and health care and public health issues 
more broadly. Maíra’s current interests and future research plans are in public health and infectious 
diseases, primarily HIV/AIDS and leishmaniasis. 
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Marcia Castro 
Assistant Professor of Demography, 
Department of Global Health and 
Population, Harvard School of 
Public Health 
 

 
mcastro@hsph.harvard.edu  

Marcia Castro’s research addresses the challenges related to the introduction of large-scale 
colonization projects focused on agriculture and wide-ranging human settlement, as well as the 
construction of infrastructure, such as roads and dams in the Brazilian Amazon. She studies the 
patterns (spatial & temporal) and the determinants of malaria transmission the Brazilian Amazon 
and urban areas in Africa, using a multidisciplinary framework of analysis, and combining varied 
methodological approaches. Results of her research have contributed to stress the need for spatially 
targeted interventions for malaria control. They have also facilitated the design of alternative 
strategies of control, integrating social, economic, and ecological issues. In Brazil, she collaborates 
with researchers at the Federal University of Minas Gerais (UFMG), the Oswaldo Cruz Foundation 
(Fiocruz), several governmental health departments in Rondônia, and the Ministry of Health in 
Brasília. Profess or Castro has a PhD in Demography from Princeton University (2002), an MA in 
Demography from Cedeplar/UFMG in Brazil (1997), and a BS in Statistics from UERJ (Brazil). 
 
 

 

Marcio Siwi 
Program Officer, Brazil Studies 
Program, David Rockefeller Center 
for Latin American Studies 
(DRCLAS), Harvard University 
 

 
msiwi@fas.harvard.edu  

Marcio joined the David Rockefeller Center in August 2007 as a Fellow for the Brazil Studies 
Program under the direction of Professor Kenneth Maxwell. Previously he was at the University of 
Texas at Austin where he received a Master of Arts in Latin American Studies. Marcio wrote his 
Masters Thesis on U.S.-Brazil cultural relations during the Cold War, particularly the role of Nelson 
Rockefeller and the MoMA in the creation of modern art museums in São Paulo. Prior to attending 
UT, Marcio worked as a Research Associate for National Security Studies as well as the Latin 
America Studies Program at the Council on Foreign Relations. Marcio received his B.A. in 
Sociology and Latin American Studies from the Colorado College. 
 
 

 

Maria Amélia de Sousa Mascenas 
Veras 
Assistant Professor of Social 
Medicine, School of Medical 
Sciences, Santa Casa de São Paulo 
 

 
maria.veras@gmail.com  

Maria Amélia de Sousa Mascenas Veras is a faculty member in the Social Medicine Department of 
Santa Casa School of Medical Sciences. She is also a member of the Epidemiology Advisory Board 
of the National STI/AIDS Program, works as a consultant for the Brazilian Ministry of Health and 
currently to the Angolan National AIDS Program. Her research interests include the control of the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic (homosexual male sex, observational studies of AIDS-related deaths, testing 
and counseling, and prevention), other sexually transmitted diseases, infectious diseases surveillance 
and vaccine studies. Maria Amélia received her medical degree from the Universidade Federal de 
Pernambuco, a Master's in Preventative Medicine from the Universidade de São Paulo, a Masters's 
in Public Health from the University of California, Berkeley, and a doctorate in Preventive Medicine 
from the Universidade de São Paulo. Maria Amélia was a participant in the 2007 Harvard-Brazil 
Symposium on Public Health, organized by the DRCLAS Brazil Office. 
 
 

 31

mailto:mcastro@hsph.harvard.edu
mailto:msiwi@fas.harvard.edu
mailto:maria.veras@gmail.com


 

 

Maria Esteli Garcia 
Master of Public Health candidate, 
Family and Community Health, 
HSPH; Teaching Assistant for 
Course 

 
mgarcia@hsph.harvard.edu 

Maria is currently an MPH student in Family and Community Health at the Harvard School of 
Public Health. She was born in Mexico and moved to Oakland, California at a young age. Maria 
recently completed her third-year in medical school at Johns Hopkins School of Medicine. As a 
Latin American Studies major at the University of California, Berkeley, she conducted research in 
Guatemala on undocumented immigration to the United States. Her courses and fieldwork shaped 
her interests in global health and motivated her to work with underserved populations. She studied 
abroad in Salvador, Brazil for a year, working with a non-profit that teaches disadvantaged youth 
about health and education through theater and poetry. Maria returned two years later to 
northeastern Brazil to work with a non-profit that serves disabled children and their families. In the 
summer of 2006, she traveled to the Brazilian Amazon to conduct research on the effects of 
mercury on cardiovascular and neurological functions. Her diverse experiences and the vast social 
and economic inequities she encountered further solidified her desire to pursue a degree in public 
health to better address social and behavioral determinants of health. Maria’s research interests 
include adolescent health, international health, and health literacy. She is fluent in Spanish and 
Portuguese and has basic knowledge of French. 
 
 

 
 

Maria Ines Costa Dourado 
Associate Professor, Institute for 
Public Health, Universidade Federal 
da Bahia (UFBA) 

 
maines@ufba.br  

Maria Ines Dourado's work focuses on the epidemiology of HIV/AIDS, HTLV, infectious diseases, 
and vaccines. Her current research includes studies of the effectiveness of influenza vaccination in 
preventing hospitalizations for respiratory diseases and the costs arising from these diseases, oral 
lesions in people infected with HIV/AIDS, and the impact of Haemophilus influenzae b (Hib) 
vaccine on hospitalization of children between 6 months and two years old. Ines earned her medical 
degree from the Universidade Católica do Salvador (1981) and her doctorate in epidemiology from 
the University of California at Los Angeles (1994). 
 
 

 

Marina de Moura 
Program Assistant, Brazil Office, 
David Rockefeller Center for Latin 
American Studies (DRCLAS), 
Harvard University 
 

 
demoura@fas.harvard.edu 

Marina de Moura joined the David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies’ Brazil Office 
staff from the Fundação Getulio Vargas (EAESP - FGV), where she provided advice and 
orientation to students on internships and professional placement from 2001 to 2006. Marina is 
experienced in event organization and scholarship application administration. In the DRCLAS 
Brazil Office, Marina works with Harvard students and provides advice about Brazil. She received 
her Master of Social Psychology from the Pontifícia Universidade Católica de São Paulo (PUC) and 
wrote her thesis on “The notion of childhood in Brazil in the 1930s: analysis of Revista Infância.” 
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Mary E. Wilson 
Associate Clinical Professor of 
Medicine; Associate Professor in the 
Department of Global Health and 
Population, Harvard School of 
Public Health (Course Faculty Lead - 
HSPH) 
 

 
mewilson@hsph.harvard.edu  

Mary E. Wilson is an Associate Clinical Professor of Medicine at Harvard Medical School and 
Associate Professor of Global Health and Population at the Harvard School of Public Health. Her 
academic interests include the ecology of infections and emergence of microbial threats, travel 
medicine, tuberculosis, and vaccines. She was Chief of Infectious Diseases at Mount Auburn 
Hospital, a Harvard-affiliated community teaching hospital in Cambridge, Massachusetts for more 
than 20 years. She is a Fellow in the Infectious Diseases Society of America and the American 
College of Physicians. She has served on the Advisory Committee for Immunization Practices 
(ACIP) of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Academic Advisory 
Committee for the National Institute of Public Health in Mexico, and on four committees for the 
Institute of Medicine of the National Academies, including the Committee on Emerging Microbial 
Threats to Health in the 21st Century, whose report (Microbial Threats to Health: Emergence, 
Detection, and Response) was released in March 2003. She has worked in Haiti at the Albert 
Schweitzer Hospital and leads the Harvard-Brazil Collaborative Course on Infectious Diseases. In 
1996 she was a resident scholar at the Bellagio Study Center, Italy and in 2002 she was a Fellow at 
the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences in Stanford,California. She was member 
of the Pew National Commission on Industrial Farm Animal Production whose report, Putting 
Meat on the Table: Industrial Farm Animal Production in America, was released in the spring of 
2008. A former GeoSentinel Site Director (Cambridge), she now serves as a Special Advisor to the 
GeoSentinel Surveillance Network, a global network. She has lectured and published widely, serves 
on several editorial boards, and is an associate editor for Journal Watch Infectious Diseases. She is 
author of A World Guide to Infections: Diseases, Distribution, Diagnosis(Oxford University Press, 
New York, 1991) and senior editor, with Richard Levins and Andrew Spielman, of Disease in 
Evolution: Global Changes and Emergence of Infectious Diseases (New York Academy of 
Sciences, 1994). 
 
 

 
 

Melody Russell 
Master of Public Health candidate, 
Society, Human Development and 
Health, HSPH 

 
mrussell@hsph.harvard.edu 

Melody Russell is currently pursuing a Master of Public Health degree at Harvard School of Public 
Health in the department of Society, Human Development and Health with a concentration in 
maternal and child health.  She is also medical student at Harvard Medical School graduating in 
2010.  Melody graduated from the University of Virginia in 2005 with a B.A. in Human Biology.  
She plans to practice obstetrics and gynecology within an urban, underserved community.  Her 
interests in public health and health education began while at the University of Virginia, where she 
served as a Peer Health Education, and went on to research HIV/AIDS education in churches as a 
means of targeting interventions toward African-American communities.  Melody’s current public 
health interests are in reproductive health education for youth and minority communities. 
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Meredith Chace 
PhD candidate, Health Policy 
Program, Harvard University 

 
mchace@fas.harvard.edu  

Meredith is currently a PhD student in the Health Policy program at Harvard University.  
From 2002-2004, she worked as a Research Assistant at Boston Health Economics, Inc (BHE). 
While at BHE, Meredith conducted analyses of various public and private data sets for several 
health economics and outcomes studies. Meredith received a Master of Science degree in Health 
Policy and Management from the Harvard School of Public Health (HSPH) in 2006. While enrolled 
at HSPH, Meredith worked as an intern at the Institute for Technology Assessment, assisting Dr. 
Scott Gazelle and colleagues with a model to assess the cost-effectiveness of infliximab for newly 
indicated ulcerative colitis and contributing to a study that identified the factors that influence 
imaging utilization and cost. She also worked for one year in the Pharmacoepidemiology Group at 
the Department of Ambulatory Care and Prevention at Harvard Medical School conducting 
research in drug safety surveillance. Her current research interests include health care access, elderly 
care, preventive care, and pharmaceutical policy. 
 
 

 
 

Miles Ott 
Master of Science candidate, 
Biostatistics Department, HSPH 

 
mott@hsph.harvard.edu 

Miles Ott is a second-year MS student in the Biostatistics Department at HSPH. He received his 
MPH in Epidemiology from the University of Minnesota where he was awarded the Lester Breslow 
Scholarship. Miles is interested in LGBT health, and statistical methods that improve HIV/AIDS 
surveillance in hard to reach populations. His current research is in sexual orientation development. 
 
 

 

Mitermayer Galvão dos Reis 
Director and Professor, Fiocruz, 
Salvador; Professor, Escola Bahiana 
de Medicina e Saúde Pública (Course 
Faculty Lead - Fiocruz) 
 

 
miter@bahia.fiocruz.br  

Mitermayer Reis earned his medical degree from the Escola Bahiana de Medicina e Saúde Pública 
(EBMSP) in 1979 and his master’s and doctorate degrees in human pathology from the UFBA in 
1986 and 1993, respectively. His research has focused on schistosomiasis, hepatitis, leptospirosis, 
dengue, bacterial meningitis and diseases of the blood. Dr. Reis currently directs the molecular 
biology and pathology laboratory at Fiocruz in Salvador, Bahia and is Co-Director of the Ibero-
American Program for the Development of Science and Technology (CYTED). In 1988-1989, he 
did post-doctoral work at the Harvard School of Public Health. Mitermayer was a participant in the 
2007 Harvard-Brazil Symposium on Public Health, organized by the DRCLAS Brazil Office. 
 
 

 
 

Nicole Middaugh 
Master of Science candidate, HSPH 

 
nmiddaug@hsph.harvard.edu 

Nicole Middaugh is currently in the Master of Science program with a concentration in 
environmental epidemiology at Harvard School of Public Health. She graduated from Oberlin 
College in Oberlin, Ohio, in 2004 with a BA in Chemistry and Biochemistry. After graduating, she 

 34

mailto:mchace@fas.harvard.edu
mailto:mott@hsph.harvard.edu
mailto:miter@bahia.fiocruz.br
mailto:nmiddaug@hsph.harvard.edu


became a science technician for the United States Antarctic Program with the microbial 
biogeochemistry component of the NSF funded Long Term Ecological Research (LTER) project. 
She spent four, four-month seasons performing climate change research at Palmer Station, 
Antarctica. In between seasons, she traveled extensively throughout South America and New 
Zealand. She is interested in studying infectious diseases and how spread and control will be 
influenced by climate change. 
 
 

 

Patrícia Bartholomay Oliveira 
Epidemiology Fellow in the Brazilian 
Field Epidemiology Training 
Program (FETP), Secretariat of 
Health Surveillance, Ministry of 
Health 
 

 
patricia.bartholomay@saude.gov.br 

Patrícia Bartholomay is currently a Fellow in the Brazilian Field Epidemiology Training Program 
(FETP – EPISUS) at the Secretariat of Health Surveillance, Ministry of Health. She was born in 
Cacheira do Sul, a small city in the southren state of Rio Grande do Sul, and moved to the state 
capital, Porto Alegre, where she completed high school and her undergraduate studies. After 
graduating with a degree in dentistry from the Pontifícia Universidade Católica do Rio Grande do 
Sul (PUCRS) in 2003, she worked for a year in private practice. Subsequentely, Patrícia spent three 
years providing primary health care in public schools. She did this concurrent with her post-
graduate studies and training in collective health, which included a broad range of health 
professionals (nurses, physicians, nutritionists, psychologists, social workers and physiotherapists). 
In May 2008, she moved to Brasília, the capital of Brazil, to begin her fellowship with FETP. Her 
primary focus and experience are in the area of collective health. Currently, Patrícia’s activities in the 
Secretariat of Health Surveillance include investigating outbreaks and public health emergencies 
related to infectious diseases. She has also worked with tuberculosis surveillance. 
 
 

 

Ridalva Dias Martins Felzemburgh 
PhD candidate, Biotechnology and 
Investigative Medicine, Centro de 
Pesquisas Gonçalo Moniz, Fundação 
Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz), Salvador 
 

 
 
ridalva@aluno.bahia.fiocruz.br 
 

Ridalva received an undergraduate degree in literature from the Universidade Católica do Salvador 
(1999), a nursing degree from Universidade Federal da Bahia (2002), a specialization in pediatric 
nursing from the Universidade Castelo Branco (2003), and a Masters of Science degree in Human 
Pathology from the Fundação Oswaldo Cruz-Bahia (2005). She is currently a 3rd year student in the 
PhD program in Investigational Medicine at Fiocruz. Ridalva was a pediatric nursing instructor at the 
School of Nursing, Universidade Federal da Bahia (2006-2007) and, as the recipient of a Lemann 
Fellowship, participated in the Summer Program in Clinical Effectiveness at the Harvard School of 
Public Health (2008). Since 2003, she has worked on community-based cohort studies on urban 
leptospirosis. For her doctoral degree, she is working on a four-year follow–up of the Pau da Lima 
Cohort, aiming to understand the transmission dynamics of urban leptospirosis within this 
community. This knowledge will guide public health interventions that can be implemented in this 
population to prevent leptospirosis infection. Her specific interest focuses on social determinants of 
health inequalities. 
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Ryan Sullivan 
Master of Public Health candidate, 
Global Health and Population, 
HSPH 

 
rsulliva@hsph.harvard.edu 

Ryan Sullivan is a student in the Master of Public Health (MPH) program with a concentration in 
Global Health and Population at the Harvard School of Public Health.  He graduated from the 
University of Notre Dame with a degree in Pre-Professional Studies and is currently between his 
third and fourth years of medical school at Loyola University Chicago. Born and raised in Illinois, 
he is a life-long midwesterner. He has previous volunteer experience in the Dominican Republic 
through the Institute for Latin American Concern and with the Boston Health Care for the 
Homeless. He intends to pursue a career in Emergency Medicine and Public Health, and is 
interested in the determinants and prevention of infectious disease. 
 
 

 

Sofia Gruskin 
Associate Professor in Health and 
Human Rights and the Director of 
the Program on International Health 
and Human Rights in the 
Department of Global Health and 
Population at the Harvard School of 
Public Health (JD, MIA) 
 

 
sgruskin@hsph.harvard.edu  

Sofia Gruskin's work emphasizes the conceptual, methodological, policy and practice implications 
of linking health to human rights, with particular attention to HIV/AIDS, women, children, gender 
issues, and vulnerable populations. She has extensive experience in research, training and 
programmatic work with nongovernmental, governmental and intergovernmental organizations 
working in the fields of health and human rights around the world. She has been particularly 
engaged in shaping the work of these organizations to fully reflect the integration of human rights 
into their work, as well as helping to conceptualize the ways in which human rights can impact the 
research agendas of academics and policy makers concerned with public health. Professor Gruskin 
is the principal investigator for several UNAIDS, WHO and UNFPA sponsored projects intended 
to strengthen the health and human rights research and policy agenda – particularly in the areas of 
HIV/AIDS, sexual and reproductive health, child and adolescent health and gender-based violence. 
At a programmatic level, current efforts include clarifying the value of human rights for making 
public health work more effective through the design and testing of models and tools in a range of 
countries. Professor Gruskin serves on numerous boards and committees nationally and 
internationally, and is a permanent member of the NIH Behavioral and Social Consequences of 
HIV/AIDS study section. Within the Harvard School of Public Health she serves as co-director of 
the Interdisciplinary Concentration on Women, Gender and Health, and is the Faculty Chair for the 
Group on Reproductive Health and Rights based at the Harvard Center for Population and 
Development Studies. She was the Chair of the UNAIDS Global Reference Group on HIV/AIDS 
and Human Rights from 2003-2006, and editor of the international journal Health and Human 
Rights from 1994-2006. Professor Gruskin is associate editor for The American Journal of Public 
Health, Reproductive Health Matters and for Global Public Health, and lead editor of Perspectives 
on Health and Human Rights published by Taylor & Francis (Routledge) in May 2005. 
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Steve Murphy 
Master of Public Health candidate, 
Global Health Policy and 
Management, HSPH 

 
 murphy@hsph.harvard.edu 

After graduating from Colby College, Steve served as a Peace Corps volunteer for three years. 
InCape Verde, he taught high school English and started a peer education group with his students 
focused on preventing HIV/AIDS. Steve signed on for a third year to initiate the first Peace Corps 
program in East Timor, where he trained nurses and clinic managers in health promotion. After 
returning to the U.S., he managed HIV/AIDS and reproductive health projects at Management 
Sciences for Health. In his initial position in the Management and Leadership Program at MSH, he 
helped establish a network of management consultants from developing countries. Steve 
subsequently managed home office support for projects in Nigeria, Guinea, and Ghana as a Project 
Associate. He recently graduated from The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts 
University, where he studied international management, development economics, and humanitarian 
assistance. During the summer of 2007, Steve served as an intern at the World Health Organization 
and assisted health economists in analyzing out-of-pocket health care spending in developing 
countries. During the spring of 2008, he evaluated a peace building program in Guinea-Bissau as a 
consultant for CDA Collaborative Learning Projects. While at Fletcher, he traveled to Cuba on a 
research trip to study public health and nutrition and to examine Cuba’s south-to-south 
collaboration with other developing countries. After completing the MPH program, Steve plans to 
manage public health and humanitarian assistance initiatives for a donor or coordinating agency. He 
is particularly interested in engendering effective aid partnerships in least developed countries, 
fragile states, and post-conflict settings. He is fluent in Cape Verdean Kriolu (a creole version of 
Portuguese) and East Timorese Tetum. He also speaks intermediate Portuguese and basic French. 
Steve is especially interested in studying the Brazilian government’s approach to preventing and 
treating HIV/AIDS and its development collaboration with Lusophone countries in Africa. 
 
 

 
 

Tatiana Paschoalette Rodrigues 
Bachur 
PhD candidate, Federal University of 
Ceará, Brazil 

 
 tatianabachur@ufc.br 

Tatiana graduated with a degree in Pharmacy at the Federal University of Ceará (UFC) in 1999. In 
2002, she completed a specialization in Environmental Surveillance and, in 2007, Tatiana received 
her Master’s in Pathology from the UFC. After beginning doctoral work in Pharmacology in 2008 at 
UFC, Tatiana was granted a scholarship from Brazil’s National Counsel of Technological and 
Scientific Development (CNPq). She has been a professor of parasitology in the UFC’s Medical 
School since 2000. Tatiana focuses on infectious diseases, specializing in cutaneous and visceral 
leishmaniasis, enteric parasitic infections and HIV infection, all of which are present in Brazil. 
During her specialization course, she worked in a poor community (Pirambu) in the city of 
Fortaleza in the state of Ceará. She learned about the influence of the environment on the 
occurrence of intestinal parasitic infections in children from 0 to 2 years old. While pursuing her 
Master’s, Tatiana studied the occurrence of enteric parasitic infections in HIV patients. Her research 
results, which showed that patients are less affected by intestinal parasites after the introduction of 
highly active antiretroviral therapy, were published in April 2008. Her doctoral research 
concentrates on immunological responses and therapeutic alternatives for cutaneous leishmaniasis. 
While Tatiana understands that many infectious diseases are common across countries and regions, 
she believes that local solutions must be found and applied. As a teacher and researcher, she seeks 
to use her knowledge of infectious diseases to help train better professionals and to improve the 
Brazilian Public Health System. 
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Valerie Polletta 
Master of Science candidate, Society, 
Human Development and Health, 
HSPH 

 
vpollett@hsph.harvard.edu 

Valerie Polletta is pursuing a Master of Science degree in Society, Human Development and Health 
at the Harvard School of Public Health. Her interest in public health was sparked while working at a 
rural health clinic in Costa Rica, where she participated in a community driven education campaign 
to reduce the transmission of dengue fever, and delivered sexual health education in the local 
schools. She received her B.A. from Wellesley College with a double major in Biology and Latin 
American Studies. Following graduation, she completed a fellowship in emerging infectious diseases 
at the New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH). This experience led to a four-year 
position in the NYSDOH Immunization Program where she coordinated a project to immunize 
migrant and seasonal farmworkers; as well as, a quality improvement project to improve 
immunization rates and practices in provider offices. Her primary interests are in reducing health 
disparities by increasing access to care through community based health promotion. 
 
 

 
 

Zahra Khan 
Master of Science candidate, Global 
Health and Population, HSPH 

 
zkhan@hsph.harvard.edu 

Born in Lahore, Pakistan, Zahra has spent most of her life between various cities in Pakistan and 
the U.A.E. before heading to Britain for her undergraduate degree. She is currently pursuing a 
Master of Science degree in global health and population at the Harvard School of Public Health 
(HSPH). She graduated from the University of Cambridge in 2007 and obtained a BA honors 
degree in Natural Sciences, focusing on Immunology and Virology. Prior to starting at HSPH, she 
worked at the Community Health Sciences Department at the Aga Khan University in Karachi. She 
was involved in a variety of projects including a RARE survey to identify intravenous drug users in 
a slum area as well as organizing a clean up walk and seminar on the importance of recycling for 
Pakistan as a part of the Earth Day Celebrations. This experience showed her the breadth and scope 
of the public health field and provided her with invaluable insight into the challenges involved 
whilst working in the field. Her current interests are in the study of infectious diseases in the 
developing world. She hopes to pursue future research in to disease control programs and access to 
care. 
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EMERGENCY CONTACTS 
 

 
 

 
 

Jason M. Dyett - 
Program Director, 
DRCLAS Brazil Office 
jdyett@fas.harvard.edu  
+55 (11) 9445-0015 – Mobile 
 

Lorena Barberia 
Program Associate, 
DRCLAS Brazil Office 
barberia@fas.harvard.edu    
+55 (11) 9444-3345 – Mobile 
 

 

Fabíola N. da Conceição 
Science and Technology Analyst, 
Fiocruz 
fabiola@bahia.fiocruz.br  
+55 (71) 3176-2284 

 
 

Marina de Moura 
Program Assistant,  
DRCLAS Brazil Office 
demoura@fas.harvard.edu  
+55 (11) 3549-9590 
+55 (11) 9444-7466 - Mobile 

 
 
International SOS: 0021-1-215-942-8226 
Police (Policia): 190 
Fire (Bombeiros): 193 
 
For international collect calls and operator-assisted calls from Brazil: 0800 703 21 21 
 
 
The American Consular Agency 
Salvador Trade Center, sala 1401, Torre Sul,  
Avenida Tancredo Neves, 1632,  
Caminho das Árvores  
41.820-020 Salvador, Bahia 
Working Hours: 8:30AM - 11:30AM 
Telephone numbers: (71) 3113-2090  /  3113-2091 
Fax: (71)3113-2092.  
E-mail: amcon99@terra.com.br  
Consular Agent: Heather Marques 
 
The office is open to the public from 8:30 AM to 11:30 AM, every morning, except for U.S. and 
Brazilian holidays.  The American Consular Agent is a notary public for the U.S. and can provide 
notarial services as a power of attorney.  Additional consular services are available such as 
renewal of U.S. passport.  If a U.S. Citizen is a victim of crime in Brazil, please report it to the 
U.S. Consular Agent.  There are now programs in the U.S. which offer financial compensation to 
victims of crime. 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
 

SCHEDULE ‐ WEEK 1

Sun, Jan 4th Mon, Jan 5th Tues, Jan 6th Wed, Jan 7th Thurs, Jan 8th Fri, Jan 9th Sat, Jan 10th

8am ‐ 10am Lecture #1. Social 
Determinants
(Alberto Pellegrini Filho)

Site Visit Group A: 
Pau da Lima and São 
Marcos Health Unit
Site Visit Group B:
Hospital Couto Maia
Site Visit Group C:
Centro de Controle de 
Zoonoses (CCZ)

Site Visit Group A:
Centro de Controle de 
Zoonoses (CCZ)
Site Visit Group B:
Centro de Controle de 
Zoonoses (CCZ)
Site Visit Group C:
Hospital Couto Maia

Travel (leave at 8:00 am 
from Retiro São 
Francisco)

10am ‐ 12pm Check‐in at Retiro 
São Francisco (walk 
to Fiocruz)

Lecture #2. HIV (Maria 
Amélia Veras, Maria Ines 
Dourado)

Site Visit (continued) Site Visits #2a‐2b 
(continued)

Travel

LUNCH Lunch at Fiocruz  Lunch at Fiocruz Lunch at Fiocruz Lunch at Fiocruz Hotel check‐in & lunch in 
Jiquiriçá

1:30pm‐2pm Travel time Fieldwork group meetings Fieldwork group 
meetings

2pm‐4pm Orientation tour & 
overview 
presentation of 
Fiocruz (CpGM)

Site Visit Group A: 
Hospital Couto Maia 
Site Visit Groups B & C: 
Pau da Lima and São 
Marcos Health Unit

Lecture #3: Data Sources & 
Data Analysis (Marcia 
Castro)

Lecture #5: 
Leptospirosis (Albert 
Ko)

Site Visit #3: Orientation 
and field visit in Jiquiriçá

4pm ‐ 6pm Site Visits (continued) Lecture #4: Dengue (Mary 
E. Wilson)

Group Discussion of 
Couto Maia and Pau da 
Lima site visits;  Prep 
for travel & projects

Site Visit #3 (continued)

Evening Welcome Dinner Free Free Group Outing: Museu 
do Ritmo (Amanda 
Santiago Show)

Stories from the field 
(John David, Mitermayer 
Reis, Jackson Costa)

 



SCHEDULE ‐ WEEK 2
Sun, Jan 11th Mon, Jan 12th Tues, Jan 13th Wed, Jan 14th Thurs, Jan 15th Fri, Jan 16th Sat, Jan 17th

8am ‐ 10am Lecture # 6: 
Leishmaniasis 
(Jackson Costa)

(Salvador fied 
groups return to 
Salvador)

(Jiquiriçá field group 
returns to Salvador)

10am ‐ 12pm Lecture #7: 
Schistosomiasis 
(John David,  
Mitermayer Reis)

LUNCH Hotel Jiquiriçá Work on group 
projects Projects Projects Projects Projects

Project Adjustments & 
Finalization

2pm‐4pm Site Visit #4: Day 
trip to Itaquara 
(Schistosomiasis)

Presentations of group 
fieldwork projects to 

local audience

4pm ‐ 6pm Site Visit #4 
(continued)

Evening Condom 
Distribution in 
Salvador

Notes Lavagem do Bomfim 
(Salvador)
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SCHEDULE ‐ WEEK 3

Sun, Jan 18th Mon, Jan 19th Tues, Jan 20th Wed, Jan 21st Thurs, Jan 22nd Fri, Jan 23rd Sat, Jan 24th

8am ‐ 10am Lecture #8: Human 
Rights (Sofia 
Gruskin)

Finalize 
presentations

Final Group Presentations Course evaluation and 
feedback

10am ‐ 12pm Lecture #9: Health 
Policy (Eduardo 
Mota)

Finalize 
presentations

Final Group Presentations Closing discussion & 
course conclusion

LUNCH Lunch at Fiocruz Lunch at Fiocruz Lunch at Fiocruz

2pm‐4pm Lecture #10: 
Modeling (Eduardo 
Massad)

U.S. Presidential 
Inauguration

Final Group Presentations

4pm ‐ 6pm Finalize 
presentations

U.S. Presidential 
Inauguration

Final Group Presentations

Evening Course Celebration

Group field trip
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