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Mission

The mission of the Brazil Studies Program in Cambridge and the David Rockefeller 
Center for Latin American Studies (DRCLAS) Office in São Paulo is to enhance 
collaborative research among Harvard faculty and their Brazilian counterparts; 
encourage faculty engagement with Brazil and student participation in language 
programs, internships and research projects in Brazil; and provide a hospitable 
environment for Brazilians at Harvard and for Harvard scholars in Brazil.

(Left to Right) Brazil Advisory Group members Claudio Haddad and Jorge Paulo Lemann with DRCLAS Director Merilee Grindle and the Brazil Studies Team: 
Kenneth Maxwell, Jason Dyett, Lorena Barberia, Tomás Amorim and Erin Goodman.
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Mission
Why Brazil and Why Harvard?

 The precise ways in which the two nations are 
similar, or how they are different, make a fascinating intellectual puzzle for anyone with their feet on the ground in each country. 

Both the United States and Brazil are continental sized nations. Each has enormous diversity of landscapes and ecosystems. Both are multi-
racial and multi-ethnic societies. Each has a federal, or in the case of Brazil federative, system of government, where regional interests are 
powerfully entrenched and strongly influence politics, daily life and popular culture. Both have long been independent nations, but each 
developed out of a colonial experience where relationships between settlers and indigenous peoples were formative influences, where frontier 
traditions remain strong, and where an early integration into the Atlantic commercial system profoundly influenced their demographic make-up 
and linked them to Africa as well as Europe through the slave trade and the institution of slavery. Both by the early twentieth century had 
received many European and Asian migrants who added more layers of complexity to the already rich tapestry of cultures, food, music, arts and 
sports. And both Brazil and the United States, for better or worse, each aspired to leadership, and because of the scale of their economies, their 
ambitions, and their sense of destiny, came to dominate their own regions. Often they have been allies and sometimes competitors. Thomas 
Jefferson wrote in 1820 that he would “…rejoice to see the fleets of Brazil and the United States riding together as brethren of the same family 
pursuing the same object.”

The first diploma awarded by Harvard to a non-graduate was an honorary degree 
given to General George Washington in 1776, on the very day the Continental Army retook Harvard Yard from the British and the fellows and 
students of Harvard College returned to Cambridge from their temporary exile in Concord. By a curious historical coincidence, this diploma was 
among the documents in a published French translation, discussed by the conspirators in Minas Gerais in 1788 who were planning an armed 

Though it is not always appreciated, Brazil and the United States have much in common.

Harvard's relationship with Brazil has surprisingly deep roots. 

Brazil Studies Program Overview
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The mission of the Brazil Studies Program in Cambridge and the David Rockefeller 
Center for Latin American Studies (DRCLAS) Office in São Paulo is to enhance 
collaborative research among Harvard faculty and their Brazilian counterparts; 
encourage faculty engagement with Brazil and student participation in language 
programs, internships and research projects in Brazil; and provide a hospitable 
environment for Brazilians at Harvard and for Harvard scholars in Brazil.

(Left to Right) Brazil Advisory Group members Claudio Haddad and Jorge Paulo Lemann with DRCLAS Director Merilee Grindle and the Brazil Studies Team: 
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Kenneth Maxwell

Director, Brazil Studies Program

uprising against Portuguese rule and intended not only to establish a republic inspired by the U.S. model but also to found a university. Gabriel 
Rocha, a junior at Harvard College, found the original text of Washington's diploma in the Harvard archives and this fascinating story is the 
subject of an article by him in the Spring 2007 issue of ReVista: Harvard Review of Latin America, which is devoted entirely to Brazil. 

In 1786, another Brazilian student had sought out Thomas Jefferson in France where Jefferson was the American envoy. He was seeking U.S. 
support for Brazilian independence. Jefferson secretly met with the student at Nîmes in the south of France and reported back to John Jay that 
“they consider the North American revolution as a precedent for their own and they look to the United States as most likely to give them honest 
support and for a variety of reasons have the strongest prejudices in our favor.” In 1876, the centennial year of the American Revolution, 
Brazil's emperor, Pedro II, visited Harvard Yard and had dinner with his longtime correspondent and old friend Henry Longfellow at Craigie 
House. Dom Pedro II was the first reigning monarch to visit Harvard, and this singular occasion was the subject of the inaugural lecture for the 
new Brazil Studies Program at Harvard in May 2006 by Professor Lilia Moritz Schwarcz of the Universidade de São Paulo. The visit of the young 
William James to Brazil between 1865-1866 was also commemorated this year in a new book where his letters, diaries, and drawings are 
collected and published in a handsome bilingual edition edited by Maria Helena Machado and translated by John Monteiro. Two Harvard alumni, 
who happened to become presidents of the United States, also made memorable visits to Brazil: Theodore Roosevelt in a near disastrous voyage 
down the River of Doubt in the Amazon basin in 1913, and Franklin D. Roosevelt to Natal in 1943 for a famous meeting with his new Brazilian 
World War II ally Getúlio Vargas.

Indeed Brazil and the United States do have good reasons to have the “strongest prejudices” in each other's favor, as Jefferson wrote. Harvard 
has much to learn from Brazil. The country is a global leader in areas from HIV/AIDS treatment to biofuels. These and many other yet-to-be 
explored areas offer opportunities for true two-way collaboration that will benefit both Harvard and Brazil; by developing synergies across and 
between disciplines, and promoting greater cooperation through interactions between students and faculty at Harvard and in Brazil, by 
developing best practices, and by nurturing promising individuals for the future. 

Why “Brazil Studies”?

 The launch of the Brazil Studies Program at the 
David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies (DRCLAS) in May 2006 and the founding of the Brazil Office in São Paulo just two months 
later have created new opportunities and resulted in a rich set of research, programmatic and student activities at Harvard and in Brazil. But 
why are - or should - Harvard and Brazil seek to further strengthen their ties? Why now?

For two principal reasons, and both are reflected in the steps taken by the new Brazil Program this year. The first is more traditional. It is to 
increase the knowledge and study of Brazil through enhanced language training, research and student visits, publishing about Brazil, and so on. 
This is important for Harvard because any serious program in Latin American Studies - and Harvard's DRCLAS is certainly such a program - must 
have a solid Brazilian component. Unfortunately, it is still true that too many Latin Americanists in the United States seem to think it is sufficient 
to focus on Spanish-speaking Latin America, and yet still claim to be “experts” on the entire region. It is unacceptable to ignore a large proportion 
of the Western Hemisphere's geographical space and population, and to remain ignorant about one of its most vibrant cultures. So Harvard is 
recognizing the basic fact of life that Brazil is needed for any program of Latin American Studies to be taken seriously and to be complete.

Secondly, because the Program we have created at Harvard is more than “Brazilian Studies.” In point of fact, it is not even named “Brazilian 
Studies.” The Program is deliberately named “Brazil Studies.” Why? By this we mean to ensure that the Program is truly international in content 
and in quality, and that it is not parochial or captive to any narrowly-defined disciplinary interest or preoccupation. 

, be they in the sciences, medicine, 
public health, education, engineering, environment, the humanities and social sciences, music, and design.

So we are not in any way limited to the traditional notion of what a country or regionally-defined program can or should do. That is why our 
Faculty Advisory Committee has more than 50 members and represents all the Schools and Divisions of Harvard. This explains the committee 
members' active and early engagement with the Program. Through this approach, I believe, we can most effectively make a difference in Brazil 
and at the University. I do not think any other program in the United States has the breadth in terms of disciplines involved or the 
infrastructure we benefit from at Harvard in terms of libraries, laboratories, museums and other unique resources. Teaching and research are at 
the core here; and faculty leadership and engagement is essential to the success of the whole enterprise.

2006-2007 has been a golden year for Brazil at Harvard University and for Harvard in Brazil.

We seek to link the very 
best Harvard faculty and students with the very best Brazilian faculty and students across disciplines
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Brazil Studies Program Overview

Building for the Long-Term

The expansion, initially, has principally focused on the research agenda, meetings and conferences, fellowships and study abroad opportunities, 
and in strengthening the faculty. We have not been able to do everything in the first year. The steps taken so far, however, have been very 
deliberate and the achievements in a short period of time impressive. 

The power of the Brazil Studies Program's strategy is reflected in the exponential increase in interest in Brazil at Harvard this year. There have 
been more than 20 special events and Conversas, all of which have attracted strong student and faculty interest. But it's only a beginning. We 
want more Brazilians at Harvard at all levels. The inaugural class of Lemann Fellows, for example, came into residence this year. They represent 
the first cohort of a group that will grow substantially over the next five years.

Much remains to be done, such as the insertion of more on Brazil into the curriculum. This takes time. As the overall Harvard curriculum is in the 
process of being reformed and made more international, Brazil will become a more important part of that effort. Already, for example, I am 
teaching two courses each semester with a strong Brazilian component. Professor Nicolau Sevcenko has developed several courses in Romance 
Languages and Literatures. The Portuguese language program under the leadership of Clémence Jouët-Pastré has tripled in terms of enrollments 
over the past three years, as will be seen later in this report. Teaching and students are as important as faculty research and seminars and 
colloquia. Opportunities for students to visit and study in Brazil are expanding dramatically as a result of the Program's initiatives.

 We are very fortunate to have such an 
experienced, hard-working and enthusiastic staff in both Cambridge and 
São Paulo. None of the achievements this year would have been possible 
without the dedication of Jason Dyett, Tomás Amorim and Lorena 
Barberia in Brazil, and Erin Goodman in Cambridge. Professor John 
Coatsworth, DRCLAS's founding director, began the process of bringing 
Brazil to Harvard. Professor Merilee Grindle assumed the directorship as 
the Brazil Studies Program and the office in São Paulo began their 
operations, and has been unstinting in her support. We are also grateful 
to Professor Howard Stevenson of the Harvard Business School for all he 
does to support the Brazil Program, and to Claudio Haddad and the entire 
Brazil Advisory Group. And we are absolutely delighted that David 
Rockefeller was able to see for himself the office that bears his name in 
São Paulo and met with the staff and interns there.

In all of this, the gifts to Harvard from its alumnus Jorge Paulo Lemann 
(AB '61) were, and are, absolutely critical to the initiation of the Brazil 
Studies Program, its expansion, and its future sustainability. Harvard is 
very fortunate indeed to have a benefactor who wants to see the 
University's best schools and programs open to Brazilians, to see talented 
Brazilians learning at Harvard and returning to Brazil to improve public 
services - particularly in the areas of education, public health and public 
administration - and in making Brazil an important part of the 
educational experience at Harvard for faculty and students.

The Program is up and running, the office in Brazil has been successfully 
established, and the initial footprint has been made very solidly at Harvard.

Above all, this is a team effort.

Kenneth Maxwell

Director, Brazil Studies Program
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Program Priorities and Accomplishments

During this inaugural year, the Brazil Studies Program and Brazil Office established a clear 

set of priorities aimed at strengthening the presence of Brazil at Harvard University and 

encouraging deeper engagement of Harvard faculty and students in Brazil. Efforts to 

intensify Harvard-Brazil interaction cross disciplines and include a range of faculty, fellows 

and students from American professors with no prior exposure to Brazil, to Brazilian doctoral 

and graduate students at Harvard, to professors who have strong existing research links with 

Brazil or are planning extended fieldwork in the country.

Harvard students and their Brazilian colleagues from the Universidade Estadual de Santa Cruz (UESC) in Ilhéus, Bahia, participating in a field course on Plant 
Systematics and Evolution (OEB 103) co-led by Professors Charles Davis (Harvard) and André Amorim (UESC).4
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Brazil Studies Program Overview

Brazil at Harvard:

In its first year, the Brazil Studies Program achieved the following objectives at Harvard:

::

::

::

::

::

::

::

::

::

::

::

Establish program and budget, appoint staff, set guidelines and provide ongoing oversight and liaison for Harvard's expansion 
in Brazil

Convene cross-University multi-disciplinary Brazil Studies Faculty Advisory Committee

Leverage existing grants, internships and fellowships to enhance funding base

Build and integrate Brazil-related subject matter into the Harvard curriculum, especially into the new Harvard College core curriculum

Identify and encourage faculty engagement beyond traditional regionalists or Brazilianists and assist in areas where a critical mass of 
faculty interest and engagement exists

Support pre-existing successful activities and initiatives related to Brazil

Assist in strengthening teaching of Portuguese language

Establish a committee to select Jorge Paulo Lemann Fellows and strengthen community at Harvard by integrating fellows, Brazilian 
visiting scholars and others across the University into on-going activities

Launch Conversas, a series of lunchtime colloquia on Brazil, and Brazil Studies Workshop

Publish Brazil-focused color issue of ReVista: Harvard Review on Latin America

Begin an inventory of Brazil and Portugal-related museum, library and archival resources and materials available throughout Harvard

Harvard in Brazil:

The Brazil Office, located in São Paulo and committed to serving the University throughout this continental-sized country, has achieved the 
following objectives in its first ten months of existence:

::

::

::

::

::

::

::

::

::

Establish legal entity, contract law and accounting firms

Build physical office infrastructure and recruit staff

Convene local Brazil Advisory Group

Increase frequency and depth of Harvard faculty engagement in Brazil and research collaboration with Brazilian counterparts

Establish and enhance study abroad, research and internship opportunities for both undergraduate and graduate students

Plan and host first Harvard-Brazil Symposium on public health in Brazil

Develop an integrated Brazil Studies and Brazil Office website and other online resources to facilitate communication and help identify 
and drive Harvard-Brazil collaboration

Publish Report on Activities that includes initiatives of the Brazil Studies Program at Harvard and in Brazil

Organize and host substantive public events, individual research meetings, and targeted off-the-record discussions that leverage Harvard 
faculty and alumni in Brazil

5
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Events on Brazil 
at Harvard

During the 2006-2007 academic year, the Brazil Studies Program at Harvard hosted more than 20 events which brought 
together the best from Harvard, Brazil and beyond. Topics ranged from Professor Lilia Moritz Schwarcz's account of Dom 
Pedro II's visit to Harvard in 1876, to a Conversa with Central Bank Deputy Governor, Paulo Vieira da Cunha, on Brazil's 
Global Prospects, to a conference on AIDS in Brazil that brought Harvard Professors John David, Sofia Gruskin and Ana 
Cristina Lindsay together with Paulo Teixeira, the former Director of Brazil's National STD/AIDS Program, and many others.

Brazil Studies Program Faculty Advisory Committee (Fall Meeting) _ October 4, 2006

Panel and Opening Reception for Students - Introduction to Brazil Studies Program _ October 4, 2006

Conversa: Violence in Rio de Janeiro _ October 26, 2006

Race and Affirmative Action in Brazil _ November 13, 2006

Land Rights and Political Radicalism in Mid-Century Rio de Janeiro _ November 14, 2006

Lemann Fellows Lunch (Fall Semester) _ November 15, 2006

Kenneth Maxwell introduced the Brazil Studies Program, its mission, and discussed the events line-up for the Fall 2006 to the 

more than twenty-five Harvard Faculty Advisors in attendance. Jason Dyett, Program Director of the Brazil Office, 

underscored the commitment of the São Paulo-based team, comprised of Tomás Amorim (faculty liaison), Lorena Barberia, 

and himself, to working closely with Professor Maxwell and Erin Goodman, Cambridge-based Program Officer, in facilitating 

research and maximizing the value and impact of faculty travel to Brazil. Barberia, who heads student programs in the Brazil 
Office, described ongoing work to identify the strongest academic programs in Brazil and to facilitate direct enrollment of 
Harvard students in these programs. Faculty Advisors described their interests in Brazil and research and teaching 

(2 and 3)collaborations. A solid nucleus of interest in public health issues emerged in the round-the-room discussion.

Hosted by Kenneth Maxwell and Clémence Jouët-Pastré, Senior Preceptor in Romance Languages and Literatures, this event 

introduced students to the Brazil Studies Program and Portuguese language courses. Student panelists: Gabriel Rocha (Harvard 

College '08), Felipe Fregni (Lemann Fellow, Harvard School of Public Health), Elisabeth Poorman (Harvard College '06), James 
(4)Pautz (Harvard College '06) and Megan Grannan (Harvard College '09) shared their experiences in Brazil.

Robert Gay (Connecticut College) and Irene Rizzini (Pontifícia Universidade Católica do Rio de Janeiro) discussed causes and 

manifestations of urban violence in Rio de Janeiro, including the drug and gang cultures, juvenile delinquency, and the 

connections between citizenship, poverty, and violence. The event was moderated by Felton Earls (Harvard Medical School and 

Harvard School of Public Health).

Edward Telles (University of California, Los Angeles) discussed racial quota systems and racial classification in Brazil, a topic 

which has divided intellectuals and re-opened the discussion of Brazil's so-called “racial democracy”. Co-sponsored by the 

Department of Sociology and the Weatherhead Center for International Affairs.

Tuesday Seminar with Brodwyn Fischer (Lemann Visiting Scholar, Harvard University; Northwestern University).

Informal lunch meeting on Brazilian national holiday (Proclamação da República) to strengthen ties amongst Lemann Fellows, 
Lemann Visiting Scholars, and the Brazil Studies Program.

Launch of the Brazilian Studies Program _ May 1, 2006

DRCLAS Open House and Art Forum: “Cruzamentos / Caminhos” _ September 28, 2006

The Workers' Party and the 2006 Presidential Election _ October 3, 2006

With more than 250 students, faculty, members of the Brazilian community, and friends in attendance, Kenneth Maxwell 

announced the launch of Harvard's Brazil Studies Program. Maxwell introduced historian Lilia Moritz Schwarcz (Universidade 

de São Paulo) who marked the event with a talk on the visit of Brazilian emperor Pedro II to Harvard in 1876. Pedro II, the 

first reigning monarch to visit the University, had longstanding relationships with several Harvard luminaries of the period, 

including Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.  

Chiara Banfi, one of Brazil's most promising young artists, exhibited her work in the United States for the first time at 

Harvard's DRCLAS. By applying adhesive vinyl directly to the walls of otherwise unremarkable architectonic spaces, Banfi 
infuses these spaces with the presence proper to living organisms. Born in 1979, Banfi was awarded the prestigious Chamex 

(1)prize from the Instituto Tomie Ohtake in 2004.  

Tuesday Seminar on 2006 Brazilian election with Wendy Hunter (University of Texas, Austin).

Events on Brazil at Harvard

7

Paulo Teixeira delivers keynote address at March 22, 2007 AIDS in Brazil conference.
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Lemann Fellows Lunch (Spring Semester) _ February 21, 2007

Brazil Studies Program Faculty Advisory Committee (Spring Meeting) _ February 28, 2007

Conversa: Culture Wars: Then and Now _ March 8, 2007

Music, Land and Women's Rights: Citizens Making Change in Brazil and the United States _ March 10, 2007

From the Inside Out: The Embodiment of Color in Hélio Oiticica's Work _ March 14, 2007

Informal lunch meeting to strengthen the ties amongst Lemann Fellows. Additional participants included Merilee Grindle (Director, 

DRCLAS), two former state Governors from Brazil, Geraldo Alckmin and José Mendonça Bezerra Filho, as well as Harvard College 
(6 and 7)study-abroad participants in Brazil.

Kenneth Maxwell provided a brief update on Program activities at Harvard and highlighted the importance of an active Brazil 

Faculty Committee that engages the best at Harvard - and not solely brasilianistas - with the best of Brazil. Jason Dyett, 
Program Director of the Brazil Office, updated the Committee on accomplishments and goals in Brazil, including the May 2007 

Harvard-Brazil symposium. Tomás Amorim, São Paulo-based Program Officer, detailed the “academic concierge” services 

available to Harvard faculty in Brazil. Professors Arachu Castro (Harvard Medical School), David Kennedy (Harvard Law 

School), and Alex Keyssar (Kennedy School of Government) spoke about their engagement in Brazil and with the Brazil 
(5, 8 and 12)Studies Program.  

Daryle Williams (University of Maryland) and Nicolau Sevcenko (Department of Romance Languages and Literatures, Harvard 

University) discussed how Brazil's cultural canon took definitive form in the Vargas regime and the tensions surrounding 

official policies of cultural management. Moderated by Doris Sommer (Department of Romance Languages and Literatures, 
(9)Harvard University).  

Jeffrey W. Rubin (Boston University) and Emma Sokoloff Rubin presented a day-long curriculum training workshop for 

middle- and high-school teachers. They related Brazilian social movements and activists to issues of citizenship and activism 

in the United States. Sponsored by the David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies with support from the U.S. 

Department of Education.

Hélio Oiticica (1937-1980) played a leading role in Brazil's Neo Concrete movement during the 1960s. Oiticica explored color 

and its material presence through abstract paintings, works on paper, hanging sculptures, and extraordinary boxes, glass 

Conversa and Book Launch: Brazil Through the Eyes of William James _ November 16, 2006

Spinning the Wheel: the Politics of Police Reform in Argentina and Brazil _ November 28, 2006

Conversa: Lula's Presidency & Post-Election Analysis _ November 30, 2006

A Taste of Brazil: History, Politics, and Culture _ December 6, 2006

Brazilian History Beyond the Cultural Turn: Rethinking Elite and Subaltern in a Postcolonial Society _ December 13, 2006

Japan in Brazil: Cultural Dialogue and the Shifting Horizons of the Brazilian Imagination _ February 8, 2007

Conversa: Brazil's Global Prospects: the View from the Central Bank _ February 15, 2007

Maria Helena Machado (Universidade de São Paulo) and John Monteiro (Unicamp) discussed their recently published book on 

William James' adventures in Brazil from 1865-1866.

Tuesday Seminar with Mercedes Hinton (London School of Economics and Political Science).

Richard Lapper (Latin America Editor at the Financial Times) and Paulo Sotero Marques (Director of the Brazil Institute, 

Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars) discussed highlights from President Lula's first term and prospects for his 
next four years in office.

James Green (Brown University) and other experts led a day-long training session for K-12 teachers on the evolution of race 

relations in Brazil, current political transitions facing the nation, the rising Brazilian immigrant population in the United 

States and the differences between the legacy of slavery in Brazil and the United States. The day concluded with a musical 

performance and workshop conducted by a local Brazilian cultural group.

Joint History and Brazil Studies Workshop

Barbara Weinstein (University of Maryland; President-Elect of the American Historical Association) discussed the impact of the 

"cultural turn" and the gradual shift toward seeing the political and cultural relationship between Brazilian elites and popular 
classes as not merely one of subjugation and oppression.

Lecture with Christine Greiner (Pontifícia Universidade Católica de São Paulo). Hosted by Shigehisa Kuriyama (Department of 

East Asian Languages and Civilizations, Harvard University). Co-sponsored by the Edwin O. Reischauer Institute of Japanese 
Studies.

Paulo Vieira da Cunha (Deputy Governor - International Affairs Central Bank of Brazil) gave an overview of trade and finance 

in Brazil from the perspective of the Central Bank and then answered a wide range of questions about Brazil's economy and role 

within the developing world. Moderated by Aldo Musacchio (Harvard Business School).

Events on Brazil at Harvard
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Events on Brazil at Harvard

vessels, and parangolés (capes) of diverse materials meant for audience participation. Mari Carmen Ramírez (Curator of Latin 

American Art, The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston) focused on the artist's groundbreaking exploration of color, drawing from the 
2006-7 exhibition, "Hélio Oiticica: The Body of Color," which she curated at the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston.

Lecture with Francisco Bethencourt (Charles R. Boxer Professor of History, King's College, London University). Introduction by 

Kenneth Maxwell (Harvard University). Co-sponsored by the Department of History and DRCLAS.

Joint History and Brazil Studies Workshop with Kenneth Maxwell (Director, Brazil Studies Program; History Department, FAS), 

Bruno Carvalho (Doctoral candidate in Romance Languages and Literatures, Harvard University), John Huffman (Doctoral 

candidate in History, Harvard University) and Gabriel Rocha (Harvard College '08). The Recueil was the first book that contained 

the Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Confederation, and the constitutions of six of the original states that threw off 

British rule to form the United States of America, as well as the honorary degree given by Harvard College to General George 

Washington in April of 1776. Published in France in 1778, this book was in the hands of and was extensively discussed by the 

conspirators in Minas Gerais who in 1788 plotted an armed uprising against Portuguese rule and planned to establish a 
(10 and 11)constitutional republic on the U.S. model.

On the Sonic Politics of Brasilidade: Performing Brazilian Music in the United States 

Keynote address by Jason Stanyek (New York University). Opening and welcome by Clémence Jouët-Pastré (Harvard 

University). Special Presentation by the Harvard chapter of Capoeira Regional. 

By Way of Samba and Capoeira: Brazilian Cultural and Political Coalitions in Chicago 

Discussion with Bernadete Beserra (Universidade Federal do Ceará). Moderated by Heloísa Galvão (Grupo da Mulher Brasileira, 

Boston). Book launching: Brasileiros nos Estados Unidos: Hollywood e Outros Sonhos (São Paulo/Fortaleza/Santa Cruz do Sul: 

Hucitec/UFC/Edunisc). 

Film screening and Discussion with the Filmmaker

Sheldon Schiffer (Georgia State University) discussed the film “Nailed!”, an exploration of the changing cultural demographic of 

urban Atlanta by following the personal experiences of Branca, a Brazilian immigrant who gets entangled with the exploits of a con-

artist looking to swindle her out of money for marriage. Moderated by Carlos Eduardo Siqueira (University of Massachusetts Lowell).

John H. Parry Memorial Lecture: Race Relations in the Atlantic World 1500-1800 _ April 2, 2007

Imagined Nations: The Curious History in the United States, Europe, and Brazil of the Recueil des loix constitutiv

colonies angloises, confédérées sous la dénomination D'Etats-Unis de l'Amérique septentrionale _ April 4, 2007

Fifth Annual Brazil Week: The Arts in the Brazilian Diaspora _ April 10 - 13, 2007

es des 

Cinema Brasileiro-Americano? Estética e Identidade em 'A Fronteira' e 'Nailed!' discussion with Antonio Luciano de A. 

Tosta (University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign).

Para americano ver? Uma Breve História da Presença Brasileira no Cinema Norte-Americano discussion with Darién Davis 

(Middlebury College). Moderated by Clémence Jouët-Pastré (Harvard University).

Joint History and Brazil Studies Workshop 
Stanley Stein (Professor Emeritus, History Department, Princeton University) spoke about the vicissitudes of fieldwork in the 

Paraíba Valley in the 1940s as a Harvard graduate student.

Conversa with Paulo da Silva (Teachers College, Columbia University) and Adilson Moreira (Harvard Law School). Moderated by 

Prudence Carter (Department of Sociology, Harvard University). The first in a series of presentations by doctoral students 

working on cutting-edge issues that will take place each semester.

Joint History and Brazil Studies Workshop 
Brodwyn Fischer (Lemann Visiting Scholar, Harvard University; Northwestern University) has been working on a new book 

project entitled Migrants to Freedom? Abolition, Urbanization, and Property in Brazil, 1880-1970.

Revisiting a Classic: Vassouras Remembered _ April 25, 2007

Conversa: New Voices! Race and Affirmative Action in Brazil: the Continuing Challenges of Exclusion _ April 26, 2007

The Sertão Begins at the End of the Avenida Central: Rurality, Migration, and Inequality in Post-Abolition Brazil _ 

May 2, 2007
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Harvard University Gazette

Battling AIDS in Brazil: A message of hope
March 27, 2007 - By Ken Gewertz
 
“An upbeat conference on AIDS? Hard to imagine, unless you'd attended ‘The Brazilian Response to AIDS’ on March 22, sponsored 
by the DRCLAS […] At the daylong conference, a group of scholars, students, and health workers presented their views on why 
Brazil has been so successful in dealing with this devastating disease [...]”
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Events on Brazil at Harvard

An International and Interdisciplinary Conference 
on AIDS in Brazil _ March 22, 2007

On March 22, 2007, Harvard's Brazil Studies Program at DRCLAS organized a conference on “The 
Brazilian Response to AIDS.” The event was co-sponsored by the Harvard University Program on 
AIDS, the Harvard Medical School Division of AIDS, the Harvard University Center for AIDS Research, 
and the Harvard School of Public Health AIDS Initiative. 

Conversa with John David (Richard Pearson Strong Professor of Tropical Public Health, Emeritus, 

Department of Immunology and Infectious Diseases, Harvard School of Public Health) and Sofia Gruskin (Director, Program on 
International Health and Human Rights; Associate Professor in Health and Human Rights, Harvard School of Public Health). 
Moderated by Ana Cristina Lindsay (Research Scientist and Co-Director of Public Health Nutrition, Department of Nutrition, 
Harvard School of Public Health).

Panelists: 
David Martin (Harvard College '07 History and Science)

Amy Nunn (ScD, Harvard School of Public Health dissertation: "The Politics of Life and Death: A Historical Institutional 
Analysis of Antiretroviral Drug Policy in Brazil") 
Sophia Zamudio-Haas (M.S. Candidate in Population and International Health, Harvard School of Public Health)

Moderated by Lorena Barberia (DRCLAS, Brazil Office)

Panelists:
Varun Gauri (Senior Economist. Development Research Group, World Bank)
João Biehl (Associate Professor of Anthropology, Princeton University; author of Will to Live: AIDS Therapies and the Politics of 
Survival (Princeton Univ. Press, forthcoming)
Cristina d'Almeida (National Agency for Research on AIDS, France)
Moderated by Eduardo Gómez (Politics and Governance Group, Harvard School of Public Health, dissertation: "Contested 
Epidemics: Institutions, Global Politics, and Response in the United States and Brazil")

Paulo Teixeira, Former Director of the National STD/AIDS Program, Ministry of Health of Brazil (2002-2003). 

Chaired by Kenneth Maxwell (Harvard University). 

Introduction by Joia Mukherjee (Clinical Director, Department of Social Medicine Program in Infectious Disease and Social 
Change, Harvard Medical School and Partners in Health)

Harvard's Impact on AIDS Prevention and Treatment in Brazil 

Panel I: Undergraduate and Graduate Student Research on HIV/AIDS in Brazil

Panel II: A Comparative Look at the Brazilian Response to AIDS

Keynote Address: Assessing the Sustainability and Future of the Brazilian AIDS Program
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Brazil Office in São Paulo

Building an Integrated Brazil Office
Since signing our lease and breaking ground in May 2006, the Brazil Office has worked hand-in-hand with the Brazil Studies program at 

Harvard's David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies (DRCLAS). We pursue the shared goals of enhancing collaborative research, 

teaching, and learning among Harvard faculty and students and their Brazilian counterparts. We are best viewed as an integrated team that 

is made up of interdependent parts in Cambridge and Brazil. 

Thanks to our local presence, the Brazil Office benefits from ongoing face-to-face interaction with Brazilian professors, students, and 

institutions. As a result, we are very well positioned to support Harvard-Brazil faculty interests and initiatives and substantive student 

engagement and research in the country (see following sections of this report).

John Coatsworth, DRCLAS founding 

Director (1994-2006), and Jorge Paulo 

Lemann (Harvard College '61), 

inaugurate the Brazil Office on 

June 26, 2006.
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Events in Brazil

From June 2006 to May 2007, the Brazil Office hosted dozens of distinguished Harvard professors in Brazil, many of 

whom gave public lectures. Public events, in some cases, are a positive outgrowth of Harvard professors' travel to Brazil. 

In other instances, event-driven visits create opportunities for us to arrange other types of substantive engagement 

(such as individual research meetings or targeted off-the-record discussions). Fostering collaborative and enduring 

research and teaching relationships, in either case, is our central focus.

Public Health at Harvard _ November 6, 2006

Brazil Advisory Group Meeting (Bi-Annual) _ November 7, 2006

Felipe Fregni, Lemann Fellow at the Harvard School of Public Health (HSPH), spoke with undergraduate and graduate students from the 

Universidade de São Paulo (USP) in the Brazil Office about his experience and research at the HSPH.

Brazil Advisors, including Jorge Paulo Lemann (Harvard College '61) and Claudio Haddad (Chair of the Brazil Advisory Group), 

participated in discussions of Harvard faculty and fellow research that cut across a range of disciplines. Felipe Fregni (Lemann Fellow, 

HSPH) and Professors Scot Martin (Environmental Chemistry, DEAS), Alexander Keyssar (History and Social Policy, KSG), and Aldo 

Musacchio (Business Administration, HBS), discussed their ongoing research. The Advisory Group provided feedback and comments related 

to plans for the first Harvard-Brazil Symposium to take place in May 2007. Kenneth Maxwell (Director of the Brazil Studies Program), 

closed the meeting with a presentation titled “Is Latin America on the U.S. Agenda?”

Brazil Advisory Group Meeting (Bi-Annual) _ June 26, 2006

Brazil Office Launch Event _ June 26, 2006

A distinguished group of advisors and Harvard professors convened at the DRCLAS Brazil Office in São Paulo for the first Brazil 

Advisory Group meeting, chaired by John Coatsworth (DRCLAS Founding Director). Advisors present included Claudio de Moura 
(2)Castro, Ruth Cardoso, and Elio Gaspari.

Howard Stevenson (Vice Provost of Resources and Planning), Merilee Grindle (DRCLAS Director), and Jason Dyett (Program 

Director of the Brazil Office), welcomed more than three hundred Harvard alumni and leaders from the public and private 

sectors to the Pinacoteca do Estado de São Paulo at an event marking the launch of the Brazil Office. Andrea Allen (GSAS 

Doctoral student in Anthropology), Gabriel Rocha (Harvard College '08), and Graziella Silva (GSAS Doctoral student in 
(1)Sociology), spoke on their ongoing research and studies in Brazil.

Brazil Office in São Paulo
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Overview of the Sciences at Harvard _ November 7, 2006

Going Local: Decentralization, Democratization, and the Promise of Good Governance _ November 8, 2006

Recent Trends in American Policy: Democracy Abroad but not at Home? _ November 8, 2006

Scot Martin (Gordon McKay Professor of Environmental Chemistry at Harvard) and Paulo Artaxo (Professor at the Universidade de São 

Paulo's Physics Institute), spoke with USP science students at the Brazil Office about their work on aerosols in the Amazon and their 
collaborative international research experiences.

Merilee Grindle (DRCLAS Director and Edward S. Mason Professor of International Development at the Kennedy School of Government) presented 

her recent work on Mexico at a standing-room-only event at the Fundação Getulio Vargas (FGV) in São Paulo.

Alexander Keyssar (Matthew W. Stirling, Jr. Professor of History and Social Policy at the Kennedy School of Government) delivered a 

thought-provoking presentation at the Universidade de São Paulo's Institute for Advanced Studies (IEA-USP) on recent trends in U.S. 
(3)policy. The talk was chaired by João Steiner (IEA-USP Director and Professor of Astronomy).

1 2 3

16



Brazil Office in São Paulo

19

David Rockefeller Visit _ November 30, 2006

Visible Rights: Photography for and by Youth _ December 7 - 9, 2006

Contemporary U.S.-Latin American Relations _ January 10, 2007

On November 30th, 2006 David Rockefeller (Harvard 

College '36) honored the DRCLAS Brazil Office with a 
personal visit. During an informal lunch with the São 
Paulo-based team, Rockefeller shared highlights from his 
fascinating experiences in Brazil and his deep interest in 

(4)the country.  

This international collaborative conference sought to identify best practices to promote youth welfare and children's rights 

through photography and bring attention to the plight and the potential of children who lead precarious lives in Latin 

America. Visible Rights is a cross-faculty initiative at Harvard that includes: Wendy Luttrell (Associate Professor in Human 

Development and Education, Harvard Graduate School of Education-HGSE), Nicolau Sevcenko (Visiting Professor of Brazilian 

Literature and Culture, Department of Romance Languages and Literatures, FAS), Doris Sommer (Director, Cultural Agents 

Initiative and Professor of Romance Languages and Literatures, FAS), Jacqueline Bhabha (Lecturer in Law, Harvard Law 

School and Adjunct Lecturer in Public Policy, KSG) and June Erlick (DRCLAS and Harvard Extension School). Held at Centro 

Universitário Senac, the conference was co-sponsored by DRCLAS and ONG Alfabetização Visual, founded by João Kulcsar, 
(5)former Fulbright visiting scholar at HGSE and conference organizer.

Jorge Domínguez (Harvard's Vice Provost for International Affairs and Antonio Madero Professor of Mexican and Latin American 

Politics and Economics) captured the attention of more than 50 Harvard alumni, former visiting scholars and professors and 

current Harvard undergraduate and graduate students with his analysis of Contemporary U.S.-Latin American Relations.
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David Rockefeller Visit _ November 30, 2006
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and Carter chaired the session entitled “Cuba: Social Mobility in Rural Areas.” Discussions at the workshop were based on papers addressing 
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consumption decisions, rural development, ethnic segmentation and the impact of social policies on social mobility trends. Papers were 
discussed thoroughly with the aim of drawing lessons and comparative insights to inform policy decision makers.
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Harvard-Brazil Symposium

Harvard Varsity Men's Soccer in Brazil _ March 23 - 31,  2007

Field Course on Plant Systematics and Evolution _ March 23 - April 1, 2007

During their spring break, the twenty-six members of Harvard's varsity soccer team traveled to Rio de Janeiro and Recife, 

Pernambuco. Coach John Kerr and the team, which won the Ivy League championship last fall, played against some very 

impressive Brazilian competitors. In Rio, the team took on Zico's CFZ (2-0 loss) and Botafogo (3-3 draw). Before the team 

traveled to Recife, Alex Haegler (Harvard College '55), held a reception for the team at his home in Leblon and shared stories 

covering everything from Harvard in 1950s to current Brazilian politics. In Recife, the team took on Santa Cruz's U21 team (1-1 
(9)draw) before participating in a mini-tournament.

Charles Davis (Assistant Professor of Organismic and Evolutionary Biology) and his Brazilian collaborator, Professor André 

Amorim, headed a cross-cultural lab-based field course in Bahia, Brazil in March 2007. The course included fourteen Harvard 
(8)students and Brazilian students from the Universidade Estadual de Santa Cruz in Ilhéus, Bahia.

The first Harvard-Brazil Symposium took place from May 17 - 19, 2007. This annual event seeks to 
solidify ties between Harvard University and Brazil, exposing more Brazilians to the work of the 
University and infusing Harvard with more from Brazil. It also seeks to deepen the commitment of 
Lemann Fellows from the Harvard School of Public Health (HSPH), Kennedy School of Government (KSG), 
and Harvard Graduate School of Education (HGSE) to utilize the skills they acquired while at Harvard to 
build a stronger society in Brazil.

Shortly after the launch of Harvard's Brazil Studies Program and the opening of the DRCLAS Brazil Office, a solid nucleus of 

Harvard faculty working in the area of public health in and related to Brazil emerged. As a result, the inaugural Harvard-

Brazil symposium concentrated on this area. The Symposium was a small and focused group, composed of approximately 

thirty-five participants, including Harvard faculty from across disciplines and schools, distinguished professors and 

public health leaders in Brazil, and Lemann Fellows pursuing advanced degrees at HSPH, KSG and HGSE. 

The meeting was a frank discussion of substance, aimed at addressing the challenges of connecting research to 

collaborative action and impact. The symposium was separated into three sessions, each of which was introduced by a 

chair and managed by a moderator. The first session explored how research can and should impact public health policy 

priorities, the second focused on successful execution strategies and lessons learned from past Harvard-Brazil public 

health collaborations, and the final session identified concrete actions that participants and their institutions can take to 

strengthen Harvard-Brazil collaboration to address public health priorities and the pursuit of specific goals.

In the first year of the Brazil Studies Program, the sciences and environment emerged as a second area of faculty strength 

at Harvard with important linkages to Brazil. As a result, the 2008 Harvard-Brazil Symposium will focus on this area.

HBS Professor 
Howard Stevenson 

(third from right) with 
2007 Symposium 

participants: 
Antonio Bianco (HMS), 

Arachu Castro (HMS), 
Jason Dyett (DRCLAS), 

Donald Harn (HSPH), 
and Merilee Grindle 

(DRCLAS & KSG).
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Faculty Leadership and Collaborative Harvard-Brazil Research Initiatives

The role of faculty leadership is central to the success 

of the model established by the Brazil Studies Program 

and Brazil Office. We are guided by Harvard faculty 

interests and initiatives and are committed to 

supporting the substantive engagement of Harvard 

professors with their Brazilian counterparts. Since the 

launch of the Brazil Studies Program, more than 30 

Harvard faculty members from across the University 

have traveled to Brazil.

The Brazil Studies Program helps connect Harvard 

faculty and their Brazilian counterparts, bringing the 

best of Brazil to Harvard. A rich set of programmatic 

activities in Cambridge helps drive ongoing faculty 

involvement. Carefully planned in-country visits that 

combine targeted one-on-one research meetings, small 

group discussions and more inclusive, open events in 

Brazil maximize the value and impact of Harvard 

faculty engagement in Brazil.

Harvard-Brazil Collaborations 
throughout Brazil
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Harvard's Widener Library (left) and the Faculdade de Ciências Médicas da 
Santa Casa de São Paulo (above).
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“During my last trip to Brazil I was working on a case study for Harvard Business School. The support of the 

Brazil Office of DRCLAS was excellent. I wouldn’t have been so successful in my project if it weren’t for the 
support of all the staff of this office. Tomás Amorim’s [faculty liaison] support all along the way was great.”

Aldo Musacchio, Assistant Professor of Business Administration, Harvard Business SchoolJu
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PUBLIC HEALTH AND MEDICINE

This qualitative study explores Brazilian mothers' child feeding practices and their perceptions of their association with 
child weight status, as well as the role of socioeconomic, cultural and organizational factors on these relationships. 
Researchers selected 41 women from rural, urban, coastal and indigenous areas in Ceará, a state in northeastern Brazil, 

to participate in four focus groups. 

Study results showed that what the mothers fed their children depended on economic resources, but the mothers' social 

support networks such as neighbors and family and participation in nutrition assistance programs also were important. 

All mothers in the groups were enrolled in the Family Health/Community Workers Program. Findings provide information 

on how low-income mothers' child feeding practices are developed within their socio-cultural environment and help 

identify potential barriers that mothers in this population face in making healthy feeding choices for their children.

Ana Cristina Lindsay, Research Scientist and Co-Director of Public Health Nutrition, Department of Nutrition, Harvard 

School of Public Health (HSPH)

Karen Peterson, Associate Professor of Nutrition and Society, Department of Human Development and Health, Harvard 

School of Public Health (HSPH)

Collaborating Institutions: Universidade Federal do Ceará; Escola de Saúde Pública do Ceará; Secretaria Municipal de 

Saúde de Caucaia

In this study, more than 200 household surveys were conducted and analyzed in order to better describe and assess 

caregivers' knowledge, beliefs, and traditional health practices concerning the management and treatment of diarrheal 
disease. The results of this analysis were used to identify modifiable factors that can be addressed by appropriate 
health communication interventions tailored to Northeast Brazil. 

Ana Cristina Lindsay, Research Scientist and Co-Director of Public Health Nutrition in the Department of Nutrition at 

Harvard School of Public Health (HSPH)

Karen Peterson, Associate Professor of Nutrition and Society, Department of Human Development, and Health, Harvard 

School of Public Health (HSPH)

Collaborating Institutions: Secretaria da Saúde do Estado do Ceará; Universidade Federal do Ceará 

Childhood Diarrhea in Rural Northeast Brazil
Caregivers' Knowledge, Beliefs, and Traditional Health Practices

The following are a sample of ongoing Harvard-Brazil collaborative projects and initiatives:

Brazilian Mothers' Feeding Practices
Nutrition, Weight and Early Feeding

Adaptive Mechanisms to Iodine Deficiency

Xenobiotic Control of Thyroid Hormone Activation

Thyroid hormone is critical for neonatal brain development without which severe mental retardation occurs. Iodine is a 
normal component of the thyroid hormone and thus a minimum daily iodine intake is required to assure normal 
hormone production. Worldwide it is estimated that two billion people, including 250 million children, live in 

geographical areas with some degree of iodine deficiency and 
about 30 million people have severe mental retardation - and 
ten times that number have brain dysfunction - due to iodine 

deficiency. The adaptive capacity of the thyroid gland and in the 

pathways of thyroid hormone metabolism, associated with the 

implementation of preventive measures such as salt iodization, 

minimize the impact of this problem in most areas of the 

developed world. In contrast, Africa, Asia and Latin America, 

including Brazil, still suffer from this problem. 

The goal of this collaboration is to identify polymorphisms in the 

genes encoding for the enzymes that metabolize thyroid 

hormone. Dr. Antonio Bianco and his collaborators hypothesize 

that individual differences in the adaptive capacity of individuals 

is due, at least in part, to these polymorphisms. Under the 

supervision of Bianco at the Brigham and Women's Hospital and 

in collaboration with Dr. Rui Monteiro de Barros Maciel from 

Escola Paulista de Medicina and Universidade Federal de São 

Paulo, Beatriz Freitas undertook this project as her Ph.D. thesis. 

Antonio C. Bianco, M.D., Ph.D., Associate Professor of Medicine at Harvard Medical School (HMS), Director of 

Research, Thyroid Section, Division of Endocrinology, Diabetes and Hypertension, Brigham and Women's Hospital 

Collaborating Institutions: Universidade Federal de São Paulo/Escola Paulista de Medicina (UNIFESP/EPM)

A few years ago, Antonio Bianco's laboratory began to search for novel xenobiotic substances that can increase thyroid 

hormone activation via the deiodinases. The team has recently found that a number of natural compounds extracted 
from plants can increase the activity of the type 2 deiodinase (D2) and thus increase energy expenditure on a tissue-
specific fashion. Flavonols are capable of potent D2 stimulation in human skeletal muscle and other human cells, 
up to ~50 fold in the case of kaempferol (KPF). On the other hand, treatment with the sirtuin-stimulating compound 
resveratrol that prolongs life-span in worms and yeast eliminates D2 activity. Understanding how metabolic signals 

from rapidly fluctuating endogenous molecules and xenobiotic factors are integrated via the D2 pathway is the major 
goal of these studies. 
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In collaboration with Dr. Wagner Seixas da Silva, a former post-doctoral fellow 
in his laboratory who is now a faculty member at the Instituto de Química da 
Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro, Antonio Bianco is currently performing 
a large scale screening in compounds that are typically found in the Brazilian 
flora hoping to identify novel molecules that can activate this metabolic 
pathway. Ultimately, by understanding these mechanisms for thyroid-hormone 
dependent metabolic control, the team hopes to identify new targets and 
approaches for therapeutic intervention in metabolic disorders including type 

II diabetes, obesity, and the metabolic syndrome.

Antonio C. Bianco, M.D., Ph.D., Associate Professor of Medicine at Harvard 

Medical School (HMS), Director of Research, Thyroid Section, Division of 

Endocrinology, Diabetes and Hypertension, Brigham and Women's Hospital 

Collaborating Institutions: Instituto de Química, Universidade Federal do Rio 

de Janeiro (UFRJ)

Thyroid hormone increases energy expenditure and could be viewed as an ideal 

drug to reduce body weight. However, an excess of thyroid hormone will have 

adverse effects that in some cases can be life threatening. For example, in 

hyperthyroidism, a condition in which the thyroid gland secretes increased 

amounts of hormones, in addition to decreased body weight there is decreased bone mass, increased heart rate and nervousness. In 
order to avoid the undesirable effects of an excess of thyroid hormones, investigators at the University of California in San Francisco 

developed analogues that trigger only part of the effects of the thyroid hormones. These analogues are being tested in Antonio 
Bianco's laboratory in collaboration with two groups in São Paulo, Brazil. 

In collaboration with Dr. Cecilia H. A. Gouveia, at the Instituto de Ciências Biomédicas at the Universidade de São Paulo, Bianco is 
studying the effects of thyroid hormone analogues in bone cells and in the developing growth plate. The team finds that these 
substances increase energy expenditure without significantly affecting bone mass. At the same time, in collaboration with Dr. Mirian 

O. Ribeiro at Universidade Presbiteriana Mackenzie in São Paulo, Bianco has been looking at how these analogues could be used to 
prevent obesity in animals fed with a high fat diet, without triggering the undesirable effects of thyroid hormone. 

Antonio C. Bianco, M.D., Ph.D., Associate Professor of Medicine at Harvard Medical School (HMS), Director of Research, Thyroid 

Section, Division of Endocrinology, Diabetes and Hypertension, Brigham and Women's Hospital 

Collaborating Institutions: Instituto de Ciências Biomédicas, Universidade de São Paulo (USP); Centro de Ciências Biológicas e da 

Saúde, Universidade Presbiteriana Mackenzie in São Paulo

Thyroid Hormone Analogues

Infectious Diseases - A Persistent Threat

In the middle part of this century, the success with vaccines and drugs led some to speculate about the end of 
infectious diseases as a major problem for humans. Those speculations were shortsighted and wrong. Recent events 
have made it clear that infectious diseases are alive and well, even thriving, and are changing in ways that had not 
been expected. 

Beginning in the early 1990s a group of faculty at the Harvard School of Public Health (HSPH) began regular 

discussions to try to understand why we were seeing accelerated changes in infectious diseases and seemingly 

unexpected events. A 1993 workshop at Woods Hole lead to the publication of a book, Disease in Evolution: Global 

Changes and Emergence of Infectious Diseases (New York Academy of Sciences, 1994). A second, larger meeting 

(Emerging Infections: Origins, Ecology and Prevention) at HSPH in 1997, which received DRCLAS support, drew 

international participation, including several participants from Latin America. In both meetings, disease examples from 

the region had a prominent role. 

In 2006-07, Professor Mary Elizabeth Wilson and Felipe Fregni, Lemann Fellow at HPSH, have been working to identify 

and create new opportunities for HSPH students to study infectious diseases in Brazil with the assistance of the Brazil 

Studies Program.

Mary Elizabeth Wilson, Associate Professor in the Department of Population and International Health, Harvard School 

of Public Health (HSPH)
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international participation, including several participants from Latin America. In both meetings, disease examples from 

the region had a prominent role. 

In 2006-07, Professor Mary Elizabeth Wilson and Felipe Fregni, Lemann Fellow at HPSH, have been working to identify 

and create new opportunities for HSPH students to study infectious diseases in Brazil with the assistance of the Brazil 

Studies Program.

Mary Elizabeth Wilson, Associate Professor in the Department of Population and International Health, Harvard School 

of Public Health (HSPH)
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AIDS Prevention and Treatment in Brazil

Despite mortality reduction due to universal access to AIDS care and treatment, 6,503 people over 18 years old died of 
AIDS in São Paulo between 2000 and 2004. For the past ten years, Sofia Gruskin has worked in close collaboration 
with colleagues at the Harvard School of Public Health and at the Universidade de São Paulo (USP) in Brazil on a range 
of important AIDS research areas, each leading to the next. Efforts began with a focus on improving HIV/AIDS care in 
resource constrained settings, which lead to recognition of the need to address the needs of women living with HIV or 
AIDS, then to working with adolescents and their caretakers and, most recently on stigma and discrimination faced by 

children orphaned by AIDS.

Preliminary results from qualitative and quantitative research with adolescents reveal that universal access to 

treatment and the official framework of human rights makes AIDS less visible but does not necessarily reduce the lived 

experience of stigma and discrimination. Qualitative work has identified gaps in services care and support for children 

orphaned by AIDS and analysis of the quantitative data is intended for the coming academic year.

Gruskin, who was a Visiting Professor at the USP's School of Public Health as part of the Brazil Fulbright Senior 

Specialist Program, has an ongoing research collaboration based on using a health and human rights framework to 

identify and address the service and other needs of children orphaned of AIDS in São Paulo, Brazil.

Sofia Gruskin, Associate Professor in Health and Human Rights and Director, Program on International Health and 

Human Rights, Harvard School of Public Health (HSPH)

Collaborating Institutions: Universidade de São Paulo (USP); Programa DST/AIDS Santos; Programa Estadual DST/AIDS 

São Paulo; Instituto de Infectologia Emílio Ribas.
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Violence Victimization and Health Concerns Among Incarcerated Women in Recife, Brazil

Violence against women has gained worldwide recognition as both a critical public health and human rights crisis. 
Women in the northeastern state of Pernambuco appear to suffer particularly high rates of violence relative to other 
areas of Brazil.

With the support of a DRCLAS grant, Jay Silverman and Dr. Gilliatt Falbo, his collaborator at the Instituto Materno 
Infantil de Pernambuco (IMIP), assessed the extent, circumstances, and consequences of violence in the lives of 

incarcerated women in Recife, Brazil. The overarching goal of their work is to develop collaborative efforts between 

violence prevention researchers at Harvard and those working at the IMIP.  Together, Silverman and Falbo pursued three 

goals: 1) analyses of existing administrative data collected in Pernambuco to better identify the violence-related 

experiences and needs of incarcerated women, 2) utilization of these analyses to inform design and evaluation of 

efforts at the Recife Prison Women's Unit and a sister site in Porto Alegre to address multiple forms of violence 

victimization and resulting physical and mental health needs among the women in their care, and 3) identification of 

future research opportunities to identify risk and protective factors for violence among this and other vulnerable 

populations in Brazil.

Jay Silverman, Assistant Professor of Society, Human Development, and Health, Harvard School of Public Health (HSPH)

Collaborating Institutions: Instituto Materno Infantil de Pernambuco (IMIP)
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ENVIRONMENT

The Amazon basin contains millions of miles of diverse tropical forest. The purpose of this 
research project is to determine which aspects of the hydraulic system of deep-rooted Amazonian 
trees make them susceptible to drought.  The work is conducted with an ecosystem-scale artificial 

drought experiment at a site in the Brazilian Amazon run by Dr. Daniel Nepstad of the Woods Hole 

Research Center.  The research addresses specific physiological mechanisms associated with draft 

responses of deep-rooted Amazonian trees. It also links basic biology with a critical area of forest 

function that has important implications for the future of the Amazonian landscape.

N. Michelle Holbrook, Professor of Biology and Charles Bullard Professor of Forestry, Department 

of Organismic and Evolutionary Biology, Faculty of Arts and Sciences (FAS)

Collaborating Institutions: Woods Hole Research Center; Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro 

(UFRJ); Instituto de Pesquisa Ambiental da Amazônia (Ipam), Belém, Pará.

Amazonian aerosol particles - including their formation, transformations, and effects on clouds 

and radiation - are very important as a climate regulator in the southern hemisphere. 

Understanding the effects on them of past and future human activities is a priority for planning 

strategies to mitigate the impacts of climate change. Scot Martin, recipient of a DRCLAS 
conference grant, and his collaborators will define research priorities, consider new research 

approaches, and address mechanisms for international cooperation regarding aerosols in 
Amazonia in a February 2008 conference. 

Martin's research is focused on past and future changes arising from human activities, especially 
as tied to economic development plans for the region. He, along with the Paulo Artaxo (Director 
of the Millenium Institute) and international collaborators, are exploring sources of Amazonian 

aerosols and their endpoint effects. Through Martin's participation, the team is introducing new 
research tools that have never been used in the southern hemisphere. The team is working to 
increase knowledge and quantification of processes of atmospheric aging and seeks to identify 
how lessons from past field programs in Brazil can be applied to the future. Scot Martin will be a 
Visiting Professor at the Universidade de São Paulo in 2008.

Scot Martin, Gordon McKay Professor of Environmental Chemistry at Harvard's School of 

Engineering and Applied Sciences, Faculty of Arts and Sciences (FAS)

Collaborating Institutions: Universidade de São Paulo (USP); Millenium Institute; Max Planck 

Institute of Chemistry (Germany); National Science Foundation; European Science Foundation

Aerosols in the Amazon

The Hydraulic Capacity of Deep-Rooted Amazonian Trees
Linking Transport Processes with Forest Resistance to Drought 
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LAW

For some years, the Harvard Law School's (HLS) European Law Research Center has worked to stimulate 
a network of younger scholars of Latin-American legal studies working in North and Latin America. This 
initiative has gathered force in Brazil in 2006-2007 through an ongoing research collaboration with the 

Center of Law and Development at the Universidade de São Paulo (USP). In May 2007, HLS and USP will 

host a workshop on “Law and Development in Latin America” organized by David Kennedy and HLS 

doctoral candidate Carlos Portugal Gouvêa. Research projects will be presented and papers circulated to 

participants coming from eight countries in Latin America, North America and Europe.

This joint research effort systematically examines the central ideas, hypotheses and findings related to 

issues of comparative law, democratic governance, and development in the Latin American context, 

seeking to strengthen a Latin American Legal Scholars Network created as a consequence of previous 

conferences organized at Harvard reflecting on the traditions for thinking about law in Latin America as 

well as the tradition of Latin American legal studies in the United States. The main purpose of this 

research is to identify the different phases of institutional modernization in the region during the last 

century comparing those approaches to contemporary institutional reforms, aiming at identifying legal 

innovations that are based in the region's cultures instead of being mere replications of institutions 

developed abroad.  

David Kennedy, Manley O. Hudson Professor of Law and Director, European Law Research Center, Harvard Law School (HLS)

Collaborating Institutions: Centro de Estudos de Direito e Pobreza, Faculdade de Direito da Universidade de São Paulo (USP); Instituto de

Direito do Comércio Internacional e Desenvolvimento (IDCID); Escola de Direito FGV-Rio de Janeiro.

In May 2006, a group known as the First Command of the Capital (the Primeiro Comando da Capital, or “PCC”) launched an organized 
campaign of revolts in detention centers and attacks on police stations, public prosecutors' offices, automatic teller machines and city 
buses. The wave of attacks left many dead and caught the city by surprise  although authorities had known about possible coordinated 

attacks for some time. São Paulo, South America's greatest economic hub, virtually ground to a halt.

Through the Human Rights Program at Harvard Law School (HLS), James Cavallaro, his research team of ten HLS students and a coalition of 

Brazilian universities, research centers, rights groups and civic organizations are analyzing the May 2006 attacks from the perspective of 
the São Paulo state police and prison system. This collaborative project focuses on the underlying conditions that allowed the PCC to grow 
from a handful of prisoners seeking to improve their detention conditions to a massive criminal organization that hijacked South America's 
largest city. While it addresses the growth of the PCC, the research primarily focuses on public policy issues.

James Cavallaro, Clinical Professor of Law; Clinical Director, Human Rights Program, Harvard Law School (HLS)

Criminal Attacks and Police Response in São Paulo

Law and Development in Latin America
Legal and Institutional Innovation
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PUBLIC POLICY

U.S. Studies in Brazil - A Comparative Approach

After co-teaching a United States Studies Seminar in Campinas, São Paulo, in July 2006, Keyssar returned to Brazil a number of 

times to explore teaching and comparative research opportunities involving Brazil and the United States. An authority on U.S. 

election reform and the history of democracies, he stressed that the promotion of critical perspectives on the United States is 

vital for those who are teaching Brazilian students and that Harvard faculty also benefit enormously from these types of 

exchanges in gaining knowledge of Brazil that they too can bring into the classroom in Cambridge. 

Keyssar's engagement in Brazil in 2006 included a thought-provoking presentation at the Universidade de São Paulo's Institute 

for Advanced Studies (IEA) on "Recent Trends in American Policy: Democracy Abroad but not at Home?" and participation in a 

round-table discussion hosted by the Braudel Institute at FAAP, which is launching Brazil's first U.S. Studies Center in 2007.

Alex Keyssar, Matthew W. Stirling Jr. Professor of History and Social Policy, John F. Kennedy School of Government (KSG)

Collaborating Institutions: Pontifícia Universidade Católica de Campinas; Instituto de Estudos Avançados (IEA), Universidade 

de São Paulo (USP); Fundação Armando Álvares Penteado (FAAP)

URBAN PLANNING AND DESIGN

Social Inclusion in São Paulo

Mona Anis Serageldin is engaged in ongoing research on issues related to social inclusion in Brazilian cities. During 2006-2007, Professor 

Serageldin continued her collaborative work documenting the development and use of São Paulo's social exclusion indicators, which were 

created by the Centro de Estudos de Desigualdades Socio-Territoriais (CEDEST), in collaboration with Professor A. Spozatti of the Pontifícia 

Universidade Católica de São Paulo (PUC-SP). She also worked to update documentation on planning and management in the municipality of 

Santo André, focusing on the Santo André Mais Igual social inclusion program, in assessing the impact of the program for Safety and 

Prevention of Crime in the municipality of Diadema and in examining the Statute of the City and its effects on social inclusion. Serageldin 

collaborated with Mr. Jeroen Klink, former secretary of Development and Regional Action in the municipality of Santo André, and with the 

Department of Social Services within the Municipality of Diadema in these efforts.

Mona Anis Serageldin, Adjunct Professor of Urban Planning, Harvard Graduate School of Design & Vice President, Institute for International 

Urban Development 

Collaborating Institutions: Secretaria de Serviços Sociais de Diadema; Pontifícia Universidade Católica de São Paulo

HISTORY

Imagined Nations - Recueil des loix constitutives des colonies angloises

Published in France in 1778, the Recueil des loix constitutives des colonies angloises, confédérées sous la dénomination D'Etats-Unis de 

l'Amérique septentrionale was in the hands of and was extensively discussed by the conspirators in Minas Gerais who, in 1788, plotted an 

armed uprising against Portuguese rule and planned to establish a constitutional republic on the U.S. model. The book contained the 

Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Confederation, and the constitutions of six of the original states that threw off British rule to 

form the United States of America, as well as the honorary degree given by Harvard College to General George Washington in April of 1776. 

Confiscated in 1789 at the time of the arrest of the would-be revolutionaries, the book was lost for many years, but it was recuperated and 

returned to Minas Gerais in the 1980s.

Harvard History professor, Kenneth Maxwell, and a team composed of Bruno Carvalho and John Huffman, graduate students in Romance 

Languages and History respectively, and Gabriel Rocha, a junior at Harvard College where he is a Mellon Mays Fellow, have been working on the 

first critical edition of this key historical text, which will be published in 2007 by Companhia das Letras in their “Retratos do Brasil” collection.

Kenneth Maxwell, Director, Brazil Studies Program, DRCLAS and Visiting Professor of History, Faculty of Arts and Sciences (FAS)

Collaborating Institutions: Museu da Inconfidência (Ouro Preto, Minas Gerais)
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Collaborating Institutions: Museu da Inconfidência (Ouro Preto, Minas Gerais)
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SOCIOLOGY

The Destigmatization Strategies of African-Americans and Blacks in Brazil

This project, supported by the Weatherhead Center for International Affairs and DRCLAS, seeks to analyze the 
discursive and behavioral strategies that members of stigmatized groups use to cope with racism and discrimination. 
The research will compare the accounts of these strategies produced by 80 middle and working class men and women 
ages 18-60, focusing on members of minority groups living in mixed cities: negros in Rio de Janeiro and African-

Americans living in Philadelphia. 

The project will study how the range and salience of strategies are affected by perceived discrimination across these 

national contexts.  The research will also consider the association between strategies and mental health outcomes, 

with the goal of contributing to the literature on mental health and racial disparity, which has traditionally been more 

concerned with risk than with resilience, and with intra-individual processes as opposed to meaning-making.  The 

research breaks new conceptual and empirical ground in the study of anti-racism which, to date, has been mostly 

theoretical and focused on social movements. Analyzing everyday anti-racist strategies is essential to understanding 

changes in the dynamics between ethnic and racial groups.

Michèle Lamont, Robert I. Goldman Professor of European Studies and Professor of Sociology and African and African 
American Studies, FAS

Nancy Krieger, Professor of Society, Human Development, and Health, Associate Director, Harvard Center for Society 
and Health, Harvard School of Public Health

Collaborating Institutions: Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro (UFRJ)

EDUCATION

Visible Rights: Photography for and by Youth

Most of the images that circulate of children feature their protective needs more than their agency (i.e. the starving 
Somali orphan, the trafficked Nepali girl, the São Paulo street child). Art can play an important role in facilitating youth 
agency by turning unwelcome elements of a child's life into salvageable material and by encouraging intervention and 
agency through creative, non aggressive practices. Photography is one such art form that elicits visions and voices and 

can allow youth to represent themselves and claim rights on their own terms.  Brazil is a beacon for such work, both 

because it is the site of a flourishing photographic culture and community and also because of its legacy as a vibrant 

center of critical pedagogy, enriching and interrogating the predominantly Northern/Western notion of childhood on 

which international human rights norms are based. 

The collaboration across faculties at Harvard to bring attention to the plight and the potential of children who lead 

precarious lives in Latin America, aiming at identifying “best practices” to promote youth welfare and children's rights 

through photography, occurred during an international conference held in São Paulo from December 7-9, 2006. 

Wendy Luttrell, Nancy Pforzheimer Aronson Associate Professor in Human Development and Education, Harvard Graduate 
School of Education

Nicolau Sevcenko, Visiting Professor of Brazilian Literature and Culture, Department of Romance Languages and 
Literatures, FAS & Professor of Cultural History, Universidade de São Paulo (USP)

Jacqueline Bhabha, Executive Director, University Committee on Human Rights Studies; Jeremiah Smith Jr. Lecturer in 
Law, Harvard Law School & Adjunct Lecturer in Public Policy, Kennedy School of Government

Doris Sommer, Ira Jewell Williams Professor of Romance Languages and Literatures, FAS & Director, Cultural Agents Initiative

Collaborating Institutions: Centro Universitário Senac; ONG Alfabetização Visual; U.S. Consulate General in São Paulo
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ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS

Impact of Inequality on the Business Environment

As part of his 2006 field research to prepare a business case for a required Harvard Business School government and 

international economy class, Aldo Musacchio conducted more than a dozen interviews with a broad range of political 

and business leaders in São Paulo and Brasília. His research, supported by the Brazil Office of DRCLAS, focused on 

education policy and the challenges of reducing poverty and inequality. 

Aldo Musacchio, Assistant Professor, Harvard Business School (HBS)

Collaborating Institutions: Ibmec São Paulo

RELIGION

The Role of Religious Groups in Brazil

Harvey Cox, in collaboration with Dr. Allen Callahan, Associate Chaplain at Brown University, organized a workshop at 

Harvard in May 2007 on the role of the richly various religious groups in Brazil. The event, co-sponsored by the Brazil 

Studies Program at DRCLAS, is a starting point for a potentially broader analysis of the question of justice - especially 

for the poor and landless. This initiative is an outgrowth of the time that Cox spent in Brazil in mid-2006 and of 

Callahan's work at the Seminário Teológico Batista de Nordeste in Bahia, Brazil since 2003. 

Harvey Cox, Hollis Professor of Divinity (HDS)

Collaborating Institutions: Brown University; Seminário Teológico Batista do Nordeste

LINGUISTICS

Phonological Theory and Variation in Brazilian Portuguese

The South American Summer School in Formal Linguistics (EVELIN) is organized by a group 

of graduate students and recent graduates from South America to further knowledge and 

research of formal linguistics in the continent. The School facilitates the interchange 

between formal theoretical linguists and people working in descriptive and typological 

linguistics, cognitive science, logic, and related areas. Courses are offered in all core areas 

of linguistics (Morphology, Syntax, Phonology and Semantics) as well as field methods and 

experimental disciplines. Approximately 100 people, the majority from Brazil and 

Argentina, participate in EVELIN.

Andrew Nevins taught a course in Portuguese on recent developments in phonological 

theory, focusing on how they apply to Brazilian Portuguese and, where relevant, to 

indigenous languages of Brazil.  His engagement in Brazil, which was supported by a 

DRCLAS travel grant, included a lecture “Using language games to investigate dialect 

variation: a case study in Salvador,” a workshop presentation on current developments in 

morphological theory. Nevins is also seeking to establish a long-term research 

collaboration on phonological variation in Southern dialects of Brazilian Portuguese, 

focusing on creative ways to elicit speaker variation.

Andrew Nevins, Assistant Professor of Linguistics, Harvard University Department of 

Linguistics, Faculty of Arts and Sciences (FAS)

Collaborating Institutions: Universidade Estadual de Campinas (Unicamp); Universidade 

Federal de Rio de Janeiro (UFRJ); Universidade Federal do Paraná (UFPR)

36

Gi
lb

er
to

 T
ad

da
y

Gilberto Tadday

Oscar Niemeyer's Brasília: 
National Congress (above) 
and Metropolitan Cathedral.

Different 
expressions of 
religion in Brazil.



Faculty Leadership and Collaborative Harvard-Brazil Research Initiatives

37

LINGUISTICS

Phonological Theory and Variation in Brazilian Portuguese

The South American Summer School in Formal Linguistics (EVELIN) is organized by a group 
of graduate students and recent graduates from South America to further knowledge and 
research of formal linguistics in the continent. The School facilitates the interchange 
between formal theoretical linguists and people working in descriptive and typological 

linguistics, cognitive science, logic, and related areas. Courses are offered in all core areas 

of linguistics (Morphology, Syntax, Phonology and Semantics) as well as field methods and 

experimental disciplines. Approximately 100 people, the majority from Brazil and 

Argentina, participate in EVELIN.

Andrew Nevins taught a course in Portuguese on recent developments in phonological 

theory, focusing on how they apply to Brazilian Portuguese and, where relevant, to 

indigenous languages of Brazil.  His engagement in Brazil, which was supported by a 

DRCLAS travel grant, included a lecture “Using language games to investigate dialect 

variation: a case study in Salvador,” a workshop presentation on current developments in 

morphological theory. Nevins is also seeking to establish a long-term research 

collaboration on phonological variation in Southern dialects of Brazilian Portuguese, 

focusing on creative ways to elicit speaker variation.

Andrew Nevins, Assistant Professor of Linguistics, Harvard University Department of 

Linguistics, Faculty of Arts and Sciences (FAS)

Collaborating Institutions: Universidade Estadual de Campinas (Unicamp); Universidade 

Federal de Rio de Janeiro (UFRJ); Universidade Federal do Paraná (UFPR)
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There have been a growing numbers of applications for summer and semester-length study abroad and internships in Brazil. Thanks to a 

generous gift by Jorge Paulo Lemann (AB '61), more students can travel to Brazil, and more Brazilians can come to Harvard.

According to a 2004 report by the Modern Language Association of America, enrollments in Portuguese language courses at U.S. universities 

increased 21.1% over a five-year period. The situation of the Harvard Portuguese Language Program is even brighter: enrollments increased 

97% from fall 2002 to fall 2006. Enrollment figures in advanced courses on Brazilian History, Culture, and Literature are progressing at a fast 

pace. Our auspicious current state is due to multiple and creative endeavors, including attractive new courses, a program abroad, and a series 

of events that seek to create a tangible community of Portuguese speakers at Harvard.

Portuguese Language Program: 
A Platform for Growth
The dynamism of the Portuguese Language Program at Harvard College is having a 

positive impact on Brazilian Studies. Each year the number of undergraduate students 

writing senior theses on Brazil increases significantly across different departments. 

Portuguese Language and Brazil-Related Courses
(Faculty of Arts and Sciences)

3938

Elevator door in the Maracanã Soccer Stadium, Rio de Janeiro.
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“Ponto de Encontro: Portuguese as a World Language”

Co-authored by Clémence de Jouët-Pastré, Senior Preceptor in Romance Languages and Literatures at 

Harvard College, and Anna Klobucka, Patrícia Isabel Sobral, Maria Luci de Biaji Moreira, and Amélia P. 

Hutchinson, Ponto de Encontro: Portuguese as a World Language was published by Prentice Hall in 

January 2007. The textbook is designed to teach beginning Portuguese Language and to introduce the 

cultures of the Portuguese-speaking world. The book series includes an Instructor's Resource Manual, a 

Video, and the following complementary materials for both Brazilian and European Portuguese: testing 

audio, student activities manual and audio, and an Answer key.

3938
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Inserting Brazil into the Harvard Curriculum

In addition to supporting efforts to increase Portuguese language enrollments, the Brazil Studies Program is focused 
on strengthening course offerings on Brazilian culture and history and in integrating content, cases and other 
material related to Brazil into the broader curriculum. Expanded offerings help to make students more perceptive 
about the world around them and create activity-based learning opportunities that link extracurricular activities to 
the classroom experience. 

Kenneth Maxwell and Nicolau Sevcenko have introduced new courses that greatly strengthen the study of Brazil at 

Harvard College. The arrival of Maxwell, a renowned historian who teaches four courses on and related to Brazil, has 

generated new opportunities for students from the College to explore Brazil's rich history in the 18th and early 19th 

centuries. Sevcenko, a widely published scholar on 19th and 20th century Brazilian culture, has opened the door for 

students to explore and understand the foundations of Brazil's contemporary culture.

A successful new course “Portuguese and the Community” (PORT 60), allows Harvard College students to learn about 

the large Portuguese-speaking community in Boston through theory and practice. Students are placed with Boston-

area community organizations and agencies to perform four hours of volunteer service-learning each week.

The Brazil Studies Program will continue to leverage faculty grants supporting research in Brazil to increase the 

country's presence in teaching throughout the University. Previous David Rockefeller Center for Latin American 

Studies faculty grant recipients have already begun to insert their research on Brazil into courses at Harvard. For 

example, Dr. Ana Lindsay and Professor Karen Peterson received two DRCLAS grants to support research in the 

Northeast of Brazil on the uses of child growth and nutrition data and on health workers' skills, practices and 

understanding of growth monitoring approaches. As a guest lecturer in two courses that are taught by Professor 

Peterson, Dr. Lindsay has incorporated their key findings into the courses Physical Growth and Development (ID202) 
and Programs and Principles of Public Health Nutrition (ID238) at the Harvard School of Public Health. 

Mona Anis Serageldin, Adjunct Professor of Urban 

Planning, has created new educational material based on 
the documentation of case studies in Brazil for her 
course on Strategic Planning and Local Development at 

Harvard's Graduate School of Design and for executive 
training courses that she has given for municipal 
officials in El Salvador and South Africa. 

With the support of a grant from the Brazil Studies 

Program at the DRCLAS, Professor Charles Davis and his 

Brazilian collaborator, Professor André Amorim of the 
Universidade Estadual de Santa Cruz, headed a cross-
cultural lab-based field course in March 2007. The field 
trip, which included 14 Harvard undergraduate and 

graduate students and Brazilian students from the 

Universidade Estadual de Santa Cruz in Ilhéus, Bahia, is an integral 
part of Davis' course on Plant Systematics and Evolution at Harvard 
(OEB 103). The course covers plant morphology, anatomy, 
phylogenetic relationships, and species diversity and addresses 
broader issues pertaining to plant biogeography, fossils, 
phylogenetic methods, museum collections, speciation, taxonomy, 
and pollination ecology. 

Vascular plants, and especially flowering plants, dominate the 

Earth's terrestrial biome. Their origin and subsequent 

diversification has been a subject of intense study by evolutionary 

biologists since the time of Charles Darwin. In order to study their 

evolution it is critical to have a basic understanding of their 

morphology, diversity, and ecology. Brazil's northeastern state of 

Bahia hosts one of the most diverse floras in the world 

(supporting, conservatively, 10,000 species) and provides an 

unparalleled opportunity for studying plant diversity. 

Fieldwork and site visits were complemented by evening lectures 

that focused on plant conservation, diversity, and the economic 

use of tropical forests in Brazil. The group studied caatinga forest, 

savannah, campo rupestre scrub, restinga vegetation, mangrove, 

and Atlantic costal rain forest. 

Shayda Vance (Harvard College '08) 
taking a Fall 2006 final exam in 
absentia at the DRCLAS Brazil Office 
prior to entering study abroad program 
in Salvador, Bahia.
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During the 2006-2007 academic year, record numbers of Harvard College students were drawn to summer and semester-length study 

abroad programs in Brazil. Enthusiasm for these programs places Brazil in the top ten travel destinations at Harvard. Globally, the number 

of Harvard undergraduate students studying abroad increased 224% between 2001 and 2006. With a three-fold increase in study abroad 

since 2001, the numbers in Brazil are even more impressive. 

For students with only two semesters or the equivalent in Portuguese language training, the Harvard Summer School Program in Rio offers 

an intermediate-level course in Brazilian culture and Portuguese language at the Pontifícia Universidade Católica do Rio de Janeiro. 

Participation in this five-week program led by Clémence Jouët-Pastré, Senior Preceptor in Romance Languages and Literatures, has 

increased 177% since its creation three years ago.

Harvard undergraduates and graduate students can also enroll for semester-length study at leading Brazilian universities including the 

Universidade de São Paulo (USP), the Fundação Getulio Vargas in São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro, Ibmec São Paulo. The DRCLAS Brazil Office 

provides on-the-ground guidance, support and impartial advice to help students identify the best programs to meet their needs.

Students & Teaching
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Harvard Summer School Study 
Abroad at PUC-RJ

2 
3 
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Semester Length Study Abroad in Brazil

9 

11 

16

2000-2001 2001-2002 2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 2005-2006 2006-2007

Study Abroad in Brazil 

Italy 16%

France 14%

China 10%

Spain 10%

England 7%
Brazil 4%

Germany 4%

Australia 3%

Other 32%

Top Study Abroad Destinations 
(2005-2006)

Internship Program

Between 2002 and 2006, students volunteered and worked in a total of 10 host cities throughout Brazil. Internships in NGOs and in the public 

sector accounted for approximately 90% of the internships in Brazil from 2002 to 2006.

In 2007, the Brazil Studies Program created a structured internship program for Harvard College students in São Paulo, Brazil's economic capital 

and the largest metropolis in the southern hemisphere. Selected students will spend the summer of 2007 with local organizations, ranging from 

non-profits working on advancing human rights, disarmament, and youth participation in policymaking to private sector work in financial 

services. Undergraduates participating in the program will live with local host families and benefit from an initial orientation and constant 

mentoring from the DRCLAS Brazil Office. Students participating in independent summer internships throughout Brazil will be invited to take 

part in the first week of the orientation program.

Internships in Brazil
(2002-2006)

Undergraduate
61%

Graduate 
student 39%

n = 44

Study Abroad

”I really can't speak highly enough about my professors, classes, and fellow students at UFRJ. I hope many Harvard students 
in the future can have a similarly fun and enriching study abroad experience there! It will be so hard for me to leave.”

Elizabeth McKenna (Harvard College '08) on her Spring 2007 study abroad experience at the Universidade Federal do Rio 
de Janeiro (UFRJ).
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Prizes

Kenneth Maxwell Senior Thesis Prize in Brazilian Studies

The Kenneth Maxwell Thesis Prize was established in the spring of 2005 to recognize the best Harvard College 
senior thesis on a subject related to Brazil. Candidates may be nominated by their department, concentration or 
instructional committee, or candidates may nominate their own theses. This annual prize is funded by a gift to 
DRCLAS from Professor Kenneth Maxwell.

Cecília Meireles Prize

This prize is for the best paper, written in Portuguese by an undergraduate student, about Brazilian culture or 
literature. The paper must have been submitted as a requirement to one of the courses offered at the Department 
of Romance Languages and Literatures.

Sophia de Mello Breyner Andresen Prize

This prize is for the best paper, written in Portuguese by an undergraduate student, about Portuguese culture or 
literature. The paper must have been submitted as a requirement to one of the courses offered at the Department 
of Romance Languages and Literatures.

::

::

::

Student Organizations

In 2006-2007, the Brazil Studies Program provided support to the two Brazil-focused, University-wide student 

organizations.

The goal of the Harvard Brazilian Organization (HBO) is to increase awareness on campus of Brazilian culture and 

tradition through the sponsoring of speaker, culinary and art events. In addition, the group tries to recruit more 

Brazilian students to apply to the University.

Members of the Harvard Capoeira Club meet biweekly and train under the direction of Mestre Chuvisco. The group 

regularly performs at cultural events throughout the University and in the community. 

Harvard Brazilian Organization

Afro-Brazilian Capoeira Regional - Harvard Chapter

Graduate and Professional Schools

The Brazil Studies Program, in addition to creating and supporting structured programs for Harvard undergraduate 

students, works to enhance the opportunities for graduate students at the University. Given the large scale and 

diversity of interests across Harvard's ten professional schools, the Brazil Studies Program primarily focuses its 

resources on supporting graduate students and initiatives that address pressing social problems and that seek to 

strengthen society.

Specific initiatives supported by the Brazil Studies Program in 2006-2007 include:

The Brazil Office is working closely with the Harvard School of Public Health's Professor Mary E. Wilson and Felipe 

Fregni (Lemann Fellow) to create a new winter-term course focused on infectious diseases. The course, which is 

slated to take place for the first time in January 2008, will bring approximately fifteen HSPH students to Brazil for a 

collaborative teaching and learning experience that will include Brazilian professors and their students from the 

Faculdade de Ciências Médicas da Santa Casa de São Paulo.

With the support of the Brazil Office, the Harvard Law School will expand opportunities for HLS students to study-

abroad in Brazil through formalized exchanges. The initiation of these exchanges is anticipated for the spring 

semester of 2008.

Creation of Harvard School of Public Health (HSPH) Winter-term Course in Brazil. 

Study Abroad Opportunities for Harvard Law School (HLS) Students. 

In 2006-2007, the Harvard Capoeira Club 
had more than twenty-five active 
members and performed at numerous 
events in the Cambridge area.
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Elisabeth Austin Poorman - 2006 Winner of Kenneth Maxwell Senior Thesis Prize 

“The Hope of Redemption: Science, Coercion, and the Leper Colonies of Brazil” 

This thesis explores the rationale behind the construction of Brazil's leper colonies, one of the 
largest systems of leprosy isolation in the world. Built mostly between 1934 and 1945, the 
colonies were the fruit of an alliance between a powerful group of scientists and the Vargas 
regime. The program was outlawed in the 1960s, but there are 33 colonies with former patients. 
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The Lemann Fellowships give Brazilians who work or aspire to work as professionals in public health, public policy or 

education the opportunity for advanced study and training through a degree program at the Kennedy School of 

Government (KSG), the Graduate School of Education (HGSE) and the Harvard School of Public Health (HSPH) so as to 

help build a stronger, more effective public sector in Brazil. Lemann Fellowships may also be awarded to students of any 

nationality at the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences whose study and dissertations focus on an aspect of Brazil.

During the 2006-2007 academic year, four Brazilians were able to study at the HSPH, KSG, and HGSE thanks to the Jorge 

Paulo Lemann Fellowships:

In spring 2007, Lemann Fellowship funds also supported two doctoral students at the Graduate School of Arts and 

Sciences, Patricia Vieira and Bruno Carvalho, for semester-length research travel to Brazil.

Lemann Fellows: 2006-2007 Academic Year

Ana Gabriela Pessoa Graduate School 
of Education

International Education Policy program

Felipe Fregni Harvard School of 
Public Health

Master of Public Health

Guilherme Ribeiro Harvard School of 
Public Health

Master of Science in Epidemiology

Danyela Moron Kennedy School of 
Government

Master in Public Policy

Brazil Travel and 
Research Grants: 
Harvard College

The Jorge Paulo Lemann 

Fellowships provided generous 

support for undergraduate 

research travel, internships and 

intensive language study during 

the months of June to August 

2006. Lemann Fellowships for 

Harvard College students reduce 

barriers to transformational 

international experiences.

Undergraduate Summer Research Travel Grant Recipients  

Devery Doran 2007 Anthropology/Romance 
Languages and Literatures

Research in Rio de Janeiro

Summer School in Rio de Janeiro Fellowship Recipients

Jennifer Arias 2009 Government Portuguese language study

Erin Gums 2008 Social Anthropology Portuguese language study

Miles Johnson 2008 Social Studies Portuguese language study

Amanda Martin 2006 History & Science Portuguese language study

Gregory Scruggs 2008 Literature Portuguese language study

Undergraduate Student Summer Internships Grant Recipients

Julia Mario 2007 Psychology
da Roupa Suja (Rio de Janeiro)

Odeviz Soto 2007 History Viva Rio (Rio de Janeiro)

União das Mulheres Pró-Melhoramento

Three members of the 
first class of 
Lemann Fellows.

Jorge Paulo Lemann 
and Claudio Haddad 
in the Brazil Office.
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Brazil through the Eyes of William 
James:  Diaries, Letters, and Drawings, 
1865-1866

by Maria Helena P.T. Machado; translated by John Monteiro

In 1865, twenty-three-year-old William James began his studies at the 

Harvard Medical School. When he learned that one of his most esteemed 

professors, Louis Agassiz, then director of the recently established Museum 

of Comparative Zoology, was preparing a research expedition to Brazil, 

James offered his services as a voluntary collector. During this journey, 

James spent time primarily in Rio de Janeiro, Belém, and Manaus, and 

along the rivers and tributaries of the Amazon Basin. 

This volume is a bilingual (English-Portuguese) critical edition of William 

James's diaries and letters and also includes reproductions of his drawings. 

This original material belongs to the Houghton Archives at Harvard 

University and is of great interest to both William James scholars and 

Brazilian studies experts.

ReVista: Harvard Review 
of Latin America 
"Brazil - A Search for Equity"

The Spring 2007 issue of ReVista: Harvard Review of Latin 

America, is a special, full-color issue dedicated to Brazil and 

its search for equity. The Brazil issue brings together a range 

of distinguished voices from across disciplines to explore the 

country's efforts to address the challenges of inequality. In 

doing so, it focuses on five key areas: History, Growth and 

Equity; Public Health and Equity; Citizenship; Education and 

Equity; and Harvard-Brazil Collaborations. Contributors to the 

Brazil issue include Harvard faculty from history, public health, 

and environmental chemistry; Lemann Fellows at the Harvard 

School of Public Health and the Graduate School of Education; 

and an impressive array of Brazilian collaborators.

Media Outreach

A major effort was made to reach out through attractive and informative posters. Brazil Program notices were regularly published in 
the Harvard Crimson, the United States’ oldest continuously published daily college newspaper, and in the Harvard University Gazette. 
Erin Goodman took the took the lead in working with designer Michael Rozas to produce a series of striking posters that helped 
attract attention to the Brazil Studies Program and ensure strong attendance at our events in Cambridge.
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and environmental chemistry; Lemann Fellows at the Harvard 
School of Public Health and the Graduate School of Education; 

and an impressive array of Brazilian collaborators.

Media Outreach

A major effort was made to reach out through attractive and informative posters. Brazil Program notices were regularly published in 
the Harvard Crimson, the United States’ oldest continuously published daily college newspaper, and in the Harvard University Gazette. 
Erin Goodman took the took the lead in working with designer Michael Rozas to produce a series of striking posters that helped 
attract attention to the Brazil Studies Program and ensure strong attendance at our events in Cambridge.
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Jorge Paulo Lemann Faculty Grants

Applications for individual and collaborative research grants related to Brazil are reviewed once a year by the David Rockefeller Center 

for Latin American Studies Research Committee. Following are the 2006-2007 recipients of Jorge Paulo Lemann Faculty Grants:
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Coolidge First-step Funds

Jorge Paulo Lemann Visiting Scholars

Lemann Visiting Scholars at DRCLAS are selected through a competitive application process on the basis of their 

qualifications, the quality of their research plans and the relevance of both to the Center's and the Brazil Studies 

Program's mission and objectives. While in residence at Harvard and working on their own research projects, Visiting 

Scholars and Fellows have opportunities to interact with Harvard faculty and students, use the University library 

resources, and participate in Center conferences and seminars.

The 2006-2007 Lemann Visiting Scholar was Brodwyn Fischer, whose research includes the history of 

inequality, poverty and race relations in Brazil's urban society. During her time at Harvard, Fischer worked on 

a book entitled, The Poverty of Rights: Law, Citizenship, and Inequality in Rio de Janeiro, 1930-1964.  Fischer 

is currently an Assistant Professor of History and the Director of Latin American and Caribbean Studies at 

Northwestern University. She holds a Ph.D. in History from Harvard and was in residence for the entire 

academic year. 

Roquinaldo A. Ferreira Slaving and Cross-Cultural Trade in the Atlantic 
World: Angola, Brazil and Kongo,1650-1830

2005-2006

Elio Gaspari 1978: The Dictatorship Dismantled Spring 2005

Monica Amor Gego and Crisis of Geometric Abstraction in 
Americas (Venezuela and Brazil)

Fall 2003

Sonia de Avelar Philanthropical Culture and Networks Among 
Brazilian Entrepreneurial Elites

2001-2002

Rowan Ireland The Tocquevillian Parallel in Grassroots Movements 
and Religious Associations in Urban Brazil

Fall 2001

-

Salvador Sandoval The Trajectory of Popular Contention in Brazil 2001

Teresa Sales Hardworking Newcomers: Brazilian Immigrants in Boston Fall 2000

Olivia Maria Gomes da 
Cunha

Inventing the Afro America: An Archival 
Ethnography, 1930-1950

1999-2000

Breno Augusto Souto
Maior Fontes

Role of Voluntary Associations Among the Urban 
Poor in Brazil

1998-1999

Professor School Project

Wendy Luttrell Harvard Graduate School of 
Education

Visible Rights: Photography for and by 
Youth

David Kennedy Harvard Law School Law and Development in Latin America

Andrew Nevins Linguistics (FAS) Psycholinguistic and Phonetic Aspects of 
Experimental Language Games

Scot Martin School of Engineering and 
Applied Sciences

U.S.-Brazil Workshop: Aerosols in the 
Amazon 

Charles Davis Organismic and Evolutionary 
Biology (FAS)

Plant Systematics and Evolution

Michèle Lamont Sociology and African and 
African American Studies (FAS)

The Destigmatization Strategies of 
African-Americans and Blacks in Brazil
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In addition to the Lemann Visiting Scholars, DRCLAS has hosted other visiting scholars and professors focused on 

Brazil, including Maria Helena Machado (2003-2004) and Gilmar Masiero (2001-2002), who received support from 

the CNPq for his time at Harvard, and Simon Schwartzman (2004), Maria-Jose Rosado Nunes (2003), Augusto 

Cesar Franco (2003), Monica Hirst (2000), and Roberto Schwarz (1999) as Robert F. Kennedy Visiting Professors.

In May 2007, the Brazil Studies Program announced a $150,000 gift from the Coolidge Family Fund of the Boston Foundation that will 

drive increased Harvard faculty engagement with Brazil. “Coolidge First-step Funds” are designed to accelerate Harvard-Brazil 

collaborations and to facilitate substantive research by supporting faculty travel to Brazil. The new funds will help us address common 

obstacles to greater engagement in and knowledge of Brazil by non-Brazilianists and will improve opportunities for faculty to engage in 

comparative work that includes Brazil. The funds will also help generate two-way traffic between Harvard and Brazil by helping Harvard 

faculty identify and engage with their best and brightest counterparts in Brazil.
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Brazil Travel and Research Grants - Graduate and 
Professional Schools

Through the generosity of Jorge Paulo Lemann, DRCLAS awards travel and research grants to Harvard graduate and 

professional school students for research requiring travel to Brazil.

Payal Luthra, a graduate student at the GSD, conducted research on a watercourse called Varzea da Palma in the northwest district of Belo Horizonte, 
Minas Gerais during Brazil’s rainy season. 

Term-Time Research Travel Grant Recipients: 2006-2007 Academic Year

Name School Research Description

Carlos Portugal 
Gouvêa

Harvard Law 
School (HLS)

Material Democracy: Legal and Institutional 
Innovation in Latin America

Payal Luthra Graduate School of 
Design (GSD)

Learning from the Informal: New Housing 
Typologies for Varzea da Palma, Belo Horizonte, Brazil

Sarah MacCarthy Harvard School of 
Public Health (HSPH)

The Empowerment of Women through Sexual and 
Reproductive Health: Study of Brazil

Graziella Silva GSAS - Sociology The Young Black Middle Class in Brazil and South Africa

Conference Travel Grant Recipients: 2006-2007 Academic Year

Name School Conference

Alex Fattal GSAS -
Anthropology

Visible Rights: Photography By and For Children and 
Youth Conference; Shooting Cameras for Peace: 
Perspectives from the Local and Humanitarian 
Community

Katarina Sussner Harvard School of 
Public Health 
(HSPH)

8th Brazilian Congress of Collective Health; The 
Effect of Immigrant Status and Acculturation on the 
Development of Overweight in Latino Families

Graduate Student Summer Research Grant Recipients: 2006

Name School Research Description

Andrea Allen GSAS -
Anthropology

"Black female sexuality and its relationship with 
race, class, and nationality"

Monique-Adelle 
Callahan

GSAS - Comparative 
Literature

"Afro-Cuban and Afro-Brazilian Poetry by Women: 
Into the 20th Century and Now"

Megwen Loveless GSAS -
Anthropology

Archival Research on "Brazilian Popular Music in Rio 
de Janeiro: the Hidden History of Forró"

Sarah MacCarthy Harvard School of 
Public Health 
(HSPH)

"Can we adapt strategies to reduce sexual violence 
and related health inequalities?"

Clara Masnatta GSAS -
Comparative 
Literature

"Cultural Imaginations of Brasília, the Most Modern 
City"

Diego Miranda GSAS -
Government

Data collection for thesis research

Linda Peia Kennedy School of 
Government (KSG)

"Institutional Arrangements for Developing the 
Competitiveness and Export Base of SMEs"

Julia Sarreal GSAS - History "Paraguayan Missions: Illusions of Affluence and 
Decay, 1700-1810"

Graziella Silva GSAS - Sociology "Affirmative Action Policies in Higher Education in 
South Africa and Brazil"

Graduate Student Summer Internship Grant Recipients: 2006

Name School Internship Description

Juan Pablo 
Giraldo Gomez 

GSAS - Organismic 
and Evolutionary 
Biology

Universidade de Brasília, Campus Darcy Ribeiro;
The Cerrados Ecosystem

Rainer Schultz GSAS - History Movimento dos Trabalhadores Rurais Sem Terra
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Brazilian and Portuguese-speaking world Resources at Harvard

The Brazilian and Portuguese-speaking world at Harvard University's libraries impresses by the thoroughness of its 

collections of recent publications as well as by first-editions of virtually every major work in the Portuguese 

language. The Brazil Studies Program's preliminary survey in 2006-2007 of Harvard's resources uncovered a number 

of unexpected “gems.”

Newly discovered 18th-century documents found at Houghton Library as a result of the inventory, for example, form 
the basis of an article on the 1755 Lisbon earthquake written by Adam Khedouri (Harvard College '07) in the Winter 
2007 issue of ReVista: Harvard Review of Latin America. These documents have also provided important inputs for 
Professor Kenneth Maxwell's forthcoming book on the Lisbon quake (Harvard University Press). Maria Helena 
Machado's recently published book Brazil through the Eyes of William James: Diaries, Letters, and Drawings, 1865-

1866 also draws on unique manuscript and photographic resources at Harvard.

Harvard's Houghton Library also holds the valuable Fernando Palha collection of Portuguese historical autographs. 
Among its hundreds of documents are correspondence between fifteen kings or queens of at least five different 
European royal houses, six dukes or duchesses, two heads of state, three major writers, and one pope, spanning over 
four centuries. Unpublished letters by Portugal's Dom Sebastião and novelist Camilo Castelo Branco, for example, 
integrate the collection. Of potential interest to Brazilian historians and critics are letters by Felipe IV of Spain 
about Pernambuco, from the duke of Cadaval (nominated "Conselheiro de Estado" by D. João VI), who was in Brazil 
from 1807-1816, as well as personal correspondence from 1869 mentioning "o brasileiro Machado de Assis".

Additional gems discovered in the initial inventory include Roberto Burle Marx's extensive correspondence with 
MoMA curators, 19th-century photographs of Rio de Janeiro taken by Marc Ferrez and Augusto Stahl photographs of 
railroad construction in Recife, autographed first editions by poets like Vinicius de Moraes and Carlos Drummond de 
Andrade (dedicated to Lota de Macedo Soares, Elizabeth Bishop's partner), other autographed editions including 
works by Manuel Bandeira and Jorge de Lima, and rare 1920s musical scores of pieces by (among others) Ernesto 
Nazareth and Marcello Tupynambá.

In the future, the Brazil Studies Program intends to extend the inventory to include all Harvard institutions. 

Online Resources

Shortly after its founding, Harvard’s Brazil Studies Program launched a new website (http://drclas.fas.harvard.edu/brazil). Professor 
Kenneth Maxwell made the creation of a dynamic and content-rich site an immediate priority for the Program. The Brazil Office took the 
lead in this initiative and has focused on expanding online content and ensuring up-to-date information for students, professors, and 
other visitors. The result has been the creation of a model that that is now being adopted to enhance the David Rockefeller Center for 
Latin American Studies’ website, with Jason Dyett managing this process from Brazil. The initial website success would not have been 
possible without the skill and dedication of Brazil Office interns Allan Kajimoto and Bruno Yoshimura.

The Program’s website highlights future and past events, provides course information, details ongoing faculty collaborations, orients 
students about available resources, and includes news related to Harvard-Brazil initiatives, events, and research from English and 
Portuguese-language publications. 

Future online and multimedia projects include expanding access to video and audio content and to text-based research that results from 
the interaction of the best at Harvard and the best in Brazil. In fact, the Brazil Studies Program has already begun building the 
foundation to support these initiatives. Tomás Amorim, coordinator of the Brazil Studies Program in Cambridge prior to moving to Brazil 
to help launch the office in São Paulo, initiated an effort to videotape and archive Harvard-Brazil events. In 2006-2007, Erin Goodman, 
Cambridge-based Program Officer, continued this work. Our growing archive now contains historically significant recordings of 
presentations and discussions with Ambassador Lincoln Gordon (Harvard College '33), Professor Thomas Skidmore (Harvard PhD '60), 
Professor Stanley Stein (Harvard PhD '51), and others.

New Brazil Studies home page integrates information 

on Brazil at Harvard and Harvard in Brazil.

Brazil Office 
tech interns 
Bruno and Allan.
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Brazil Studies Faculty Advisory Committee

The Brazil Studies Program's Faculty Advisory Committee, chaired by Kenneth 
Maxwell, is comprised of 50 Harvard faculty and ex-officio members from nine of 
the University's undergraduate and graduate schools. Faculty Advisors provide the 
Program with critical visibility across schools and disciplines. Their active 
engagement in group meetings, which take place once per semester, helps shape 
the Program's agenda. At the inaugural meeting in October 2006, for example, we 
were delighted to discover a solid nucleus of Harvard faculty working in the area of 
public health in and related to Brazil. As a result, the first annual Harvard-Brazil 
symposium is focused on this important area. In addition, ongoing interaction 
with individual Faculty Advisors helps us identify existing projects, collaborations 
and opportunities.

Brazil Studies Faculty Advisory Committee Members

FACULTY OF ARTS & SCIENCES
Suzanne Blier 
Allen Whitehill Clowes Professor of Fine Arts and 
Professor of African and African American Studies

Vincent Brown 
Assistant Professor of History

John H. Coatsworth 
Monroe Gutman Professor of Latin American 
Affairs

Joaquim-Francisco Coelho 
Nancy Clark Smith Professor of the Languages 
and Literatures of Portugal; Professor of 
Comparative Literature 

Noel Michele Holbrook 
Charles Bullard Professor of Forestry

Clémence M. Jouet-Pastré 
Senior Preceptor in Romance Languages and 
Literatures

Steven Levitsky
John L. Loeb Associate Professor of the Social 
Sciences

Kenneth Maxwell (Chair)
Director, Brazil Studies Program; Visiting 
Professor of History

Theodore MacDonald 
Lecturer of Social Anthropology

Scot T. Martin 
Gordon McKay Professor of Environmental 
Chemistry

David Maybury-Lewis 
Edward C. Henderson Professor of Anthropology, 
Emeritus

Paul Moorcroft 
Assistant Professor of Biology 

Andrew Nevins 
Assistant Professor of Linguistics

Nicolau Sevcenko 
Visiting Professor of Romance Languages and 
Literatures 

Otto T. Solbrig 
Bussey Professor of Biology, Emeritus

Diana Sorensen 
James F. Rothenberg Professor of Romance 
Languages and Literatures and of Comparative 
Literature; Acting Dean for the Humanities in the 
Faculty of Arts and Sciences 

Elizabeth Spelke 
Marshall L. Berkman Professor of Psychology

Kimberly Theidon
Assistant Professor of Anthropology 

Steven Wofsy
Abbott Lawrence Rotch Professor of Atmospheric 
and Environmental Science

John Womack Jr. 
Robert Woods Bliss Professor of Latin American 
History and Economics

 

Laura Alfaro
Associate Professor of Business Administration

John A. Davis 
Senior Lecturer, Entrepreneurial Management 

Rohit Deshpande 
Sebastian S. Kresge Professor of Marketing 

Aldo Musacchio 
Assistant Professor of Business Administration

Howard Stevenson
Sarofim-Rock Professor of Business Administration

HARVARD BUSINESS SCHOOL

HARVARD DIVINITY SCHOOL

HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL

HARVARD SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

Harvey Cox
Hollis Professor of Divinity

Antonio C. Bianco 
Associate Professor of Medicine and Director of 
Research, Thyroid Section, Division of 
Endocrinology, Diabetes and Hypertension, 
Brigham and Women's Hospital 

Arachu Castro
Assistant Professor of Social Medicine; Academic 
Director, Program in Infectious Disease and Social 
Change, Department of Social Medicine

Felton James Earls 
Professor of Social Medicine; Professor of Human 
Behavior and Development, HSPH

Dieter Koch-Weser 
Retired Chairman, Department of Preventive and 
Social Medicine; Associate Dean of International 
Programs, Emeritus 

Peter Libby 
Mallinckrodt Professor of Medicine; Chief, 
Cardiovascular Medicine, Brigham and Women's 
Hospital

Thomas Bossert 
Lecturer on International Health Policy; Director 
International Health Systems Program

John R. David 
Richard Pearson Strong Professor of Tropical 
Public Health, Emeritus

Sofia Gruskin 
Associate Professor of Health and Human Rights; 
Director, Program on International Health and 
Human Rights

Donald A. Harn 
Professor of Tropical Public Health 

Ana Cristina Lindsay 
Research Scientist, Department of Nutrition, Co-
Director of Public Health Nutrition

James Cavallaro 
Clinical Professor of Law; Clinical Director, Human 
Rights Program

David W. Kennedy
Manley Hudson Professor of Law; Director, 
European Law Research Center

Roberto Mangabeira Unger 
Roscoe Pound Professor of Law

 

Merilee Grindle 
Edward S Mason Professor of International 
Development; Director, DRCLAS

Calestous Juma 
Professor of the Practice of International 
Development; Director, Science, Technology & 
Innovation

Alex Keyssar
Matthew W. Stirling, Jr. Professor of History and 
Social Policy; Chair, Democratic Institutions and 
Politics

HARVARD LAW SCHOOL

KENNEDY SCHOOL OF GOVERNMENT

HARVARD GRADUATE SCHOOL OF 
DESIGN

HARVARD GRADUATE SCHOOL OF 
EDUCATION

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS

Mona Anis Serageldin 
Adjunct Professor of Urban Planning

Wendy Luttrell 
Nancy Pforzheimer Aronson Associate Professor in 
Human Development and Education

Fernando Reimers 
Ford Foundation Professor of International 
Education; Director, International Education 
Policy Program; Director of Global Education

Ashley Brown 
Executive Director, Harvard Electric Utility Policy 
Group, Kennedy School of Goverrnment

Margot N. Gill 
Administrative Dean of the Graduate School of 
Arts and Sciences

Dan Hazen
Associate Librarian of Harvard College for 
Collection Development

Lynn Shirey
Librarian for Latin America, Spain and Portugal, 
Widener Library

Ned Strong
Executive Director, LASPAU: Academic and 
Professional Programs for the Americas

”Five years ago, it would have been impossible to assemble a committee of 

more than five Harvard faculty members working on Brazil around the 

University. Today, we have a faculty committee of more than forty professors 

demonstrating the huge breadth and depth of faculty interest. The Brazil 

Studies Program and Brazil Office have been heralded as a model for other 

offices in the region - Mexico in particular - and in the world.”

Merilee Grindle

Director, David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies

Edward S. Mason Professor of International Development
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Nancy Pforzheimer Aronson Associate Professor in 
Human Development and Education

Fernando Reimers 
Ford Foundation Professor of International 
Education; Director, International Education 
Policy Program; Director of Global Education

Ashley Brown 
Executive Director, Harvard Electric Utility Policy 
Group, Kennedy School of Goverrnment

Margot N. Gill 
Administrative Dean of the Graduate School of 
Arts and Sciences

Dan Hazen
Associate Librarian of Harvard College for 
Collection Development

Lynn Shirey
Librarian for Latin America, Spain and Portugal, 
Widener Library

Ned Strong
Executive Director, LASPAU: Academic and 
Professional Programs for the Americas

”Five years ago, it would have been impossible to assemble a committee of 

more than five Harvard faculty members working on Brazil around the 

University. Today, we have a faculty committee of more than forty professors 

demonstrating the huge breadth and depth of faculty interest. The Brazil 

Studies Program and Brazil Office have been heralded as a model for other 

offices in the region - Mexico in particular - and in the world.”

Merilee Grindle

Director, David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies

Edward S. Mason Professor of International Development
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Brazil Advisory Group

The Brazil Studies Program and Brazil Office are extremely fortunate to have a 

distinguished, dedicated, and generous Brazil Advisory Group. Advisors are 

senior leaders from across disciplines and sectors with a demonstrated 

commitment to education. They are stewards of increasingly strong ties 

between Harvard and Brazil and provide vision, advice, and support of the 

program and its initiatives.  

Brazil Advisory Group members serve two-year, renewable terms. Advisors may 

not be public officials or candidates for public office. Meetings of the group 

take place twice per year in Brazil.

::
::
::
::
::
::
::

Claudio Haddad (Chair)

Arminio Fraga 

Claudio de Moura Castro 

David Fleischer 

Elio Gaspari

João José Reis

Jorge Paulo Lemann

For biographies of Brazil Advisory Group members, please see: 

http://drclas.fas.harvard.edu/brazil_advisory_group

Brazil Advisory Group Members 2006-2007

::
::
::
::
::
::
::

Leona S. Forman

Lilia Katri Moritz Schwarcz

Mauro de Salles Aguiar

Oivind Lorentzen III

Richard Strasser

Ruth Cardoso

Wolff Klabin
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November 7, 2006, 
meeting of the Brazil 
Advisory Group.

(Left to Right) 
Claudio Haddad 
and Merilee Grindle, 
Lilia Schwarcz and 
Jorge Paulo Lemann, 
Howard Stevenson 
and John Coatsworth.
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The launch of Harvard's Brazil Studies Program and Brazil Office in São Paulo increases the opportunities for engagement 

of Harvard's extensive alumni network in the country. Harvard alumni and their contacts throughout Brazil can play an 

important role in connecting students to worthwhile endeavors, providing advice, helping to source internships, and 

serving as mentors. There are currently four Harvard Clubs in Brazil. Organization of alumni in Brazil is directed through 

the . 

Kate Ryan, Director, International Affairs Sara Aske, Associate Director, International HAA

E-mail: kate_ryan@harvard.edu E-mail: sara_aske@harvard.edu

 is the oldest organized alumni organization in Brazil. The HBS club was 

established in São Paulo in 1977 as a national club serving alumni throughout the country. The Club General Secretariat 

is located in São Paulo, and a Rio de Janeiro branch was established in 1984, to offer luncheon meetings in that city.

President: James Sinclair (MBA '82) Fabio Armaganijan (MBA '03)

E-mail: james.sinclair@cfspartners.com E-mail: fabiova@gmail.com

 was established to advance the cause of legal education, to promote the 

interests and increase the usefulness of the Harvard Law School, and to promote mutual acquaintance and good fellowship 

among all members of the Association and other members and alumni associations of Harvard University.

Harvard Alumni Association (HAA)

The Harvard Business School Club of Brazil

The Harvard Law School Association of Brazil

President: Max Fontes (LLM '00)

E-mail: maxfontes@ftr.com.br 

Luciana Tornovsky (LLM '00)

E-mail: ltornovsky@demarest.com.br

Luiz Mussnich (LLM '89)

E-mail: mussnich@fe33.com.br 

Luiz Felipe Dias de Souza (LLM '01)

E-mail: luizfelipe.souza@dsa.com.br

The Harvard Medical School Club of Brazil

The Harvard University Club of Brazil

 was founded ten years ago and has approximately one hundred members.

President: Marcelo Mester (Visiting Fellow at MGH '87 - '92)

E-mail: meca@uol.com.br

, formed in 1999, is the newest of the Harvard Clubs in Brazil. It was founded to 

cooperate with and promote the best interests of Harvard University, and higher education in general, to stimulate 

discussion of current business, economic, education, political and social issues, to expand personal acquaintanceship 

among the graduates and former members of the University, and to promote social functions among its members.

President:  Richard Strasser (AB'82, JD/MBA'87)

E-mail: hucbrazil@post.harvard.edu

60

Harvard University Club of Brazil President Richard Strasser (AB'82,JD/MBA'87); Ricardo 
Reisen de Pinho (HBS Latin America Research Center & PMD 74) with Professor Stavros 
Xanthopoylos (EAESP-FGV).

(Clockwise from top to bottom) HLS Club President Max Fontes (LLM'00) with HLS fellow alumni and friends; HBS Club President 
James Sinclair (MBA'82) with DRCLAS Director Merilee Grindle; Robert Hein (MBA'60), HBS Club President Emeritus at HAA event 
in São Paulo; HMS Club President Marcelo Mester with Brazil Advisors Elio Gaspari and Mauro de Salles Aguiar.
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Kenneth Maxwell

Director of Brazil Studies Program,

Professor in the Department of History (FAS)

Erin Goodman

Brazil Studies Program/Student and Area Programs Officer 

Before coming to Harvard in 2004, Professor Kenneth Maxwell taught at Yale, Princeton, Columbia and the University of 

Kansas. In addition to his academic career and well-known historical writings on Brazil and the Lusophone world, Maxwell 

directed the Latin American Program at the Council on Foreign Relations in New York for fifteen years. In 1995, he became 

the first holder of the Nelson and David Rockefeller Chair in Inter-American Studies. He served as Vice President and 

Director of Studies of the Council in 1996 and was the Western Hemisphere book reviewer for Foreign Affairs. For six years, 

he was Program Director of the Tinker Foundation, where he is currently a member of the board of directors. His books 

include Conflicts and Conspiracies: Brazil and Portugal 1750-1808 (Routledge, 2004), widely known in Brazil in translation 

as A Devassa da Devassa (São Paulo, Paz e Terra, multiple additions), as well as Naked Tropics: Essays on Empire and Other 

Rogues (Routledge, 2003), Mais Malandros: Ensaios Tropicais e Outros (São Paulo, Paz e Terra, 2002), Chocolate, Piratas e 

Outros Malandros: Ensaios Tropicais (São Paulo: Paz e Terra, 1999), The Making of Portuguese Democracy (Cambridge Univ. 

Press, 1995), (Lisbon: Presença, 1999) & (São Paulo: Companhia das Letras, 2006), Pombal: Paradox of the Enlightenment 

(Cambridge Univ. Press, 1995), (São Paulo: Paz e Terra, 1996) & (Lisbon: Presença, 2000) and The New Spain: From 

Isolation to Influence (co-author) (CFR Press, 1994). 

http://drclas.fas.harvard.edu/brazil/maxwell

Erin Goodman divides her time between the Brazil Studies Program at Harvard with Professor Kenneth Maxwell, including 

organizing the Program's Conversa speaker series, and overseeing student services and regional and area programs at 

DRCLAS. She recently rejoined the Center, where she had been Student Services Coordinator for three years. During the 

2005-06 academic year, Goodman taught English and North American culture at a high school in rural France. As an 

undergraduate, she lived and studied in São Paulo and Santiago, Chile. She holds an Ed.M. degree in International 

Education Policy from the Harvard Graduate School of Education, where she focused on the Brazilian affirmative action 

university quota system and the school success of Latin American immigrants in the United States. She holds a B.A. in 

International Relations and Globalization from Wellesley College. 

Jason Dyett

Program Director, Brazil Office

Tomás Galli de Amorim 

Program Officer, Brazil Office

Lorena G. Barberia

Program Associate, Brazil Office

Marina de Moura

Program Assistant, Brazil Office

As Program Director of the Brazil Office, Dyett manages the activities and operations of the office in São Paulo. 

Having initially moved to Brazil in 1996 after two and a half years at Harvard's David Rockefeller Center for Latin 

American Studies (DRCLAS), he established the Brazil office of the Economist Intelligence Unit's telecommunications 

research division. During his first five years in Brazil, Dyett gained experience growing technology companies 

backed by international and Brazilian investors. In April 2006, he rejoined the DRCLAS from the Corporate Executive 

Board, a Washington, DC-based organization that provides executive education to public and private companies. 

Dyett obtained an MBA in Finance from the University of Chicago Graduate School of Business in 2004 and 

graduated Phi Beta Kappa from the University of Vermont in 1994 with a bachelor's degree in Political Science and 

Spanish.

Among other responsibilities, Tomás Amorim serves as the faculty liaison at the Brazil Office. After two years 

coordinating Brazil-related activities at DRCLAS in Cambridge, he moved to São Paulo in March of 2006. A Brazilian 

citizen, Amorim is the former Director of Western Hemisphere Affairs at the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR), 

where he was responsible for the development of working relationships with counterpart organizations throughout 

the Hemisphere. Previously he was Research Associate of the Latin American Program and served as staff director for 

various initiatives, including the Independent Task Force on Brazil and a major conference on reforms in Latin 

America. Prior to joining the CFR in 1999, Amorim worked in the Reference and Collection Development Department 

of Firestone Library at Princeton University, where he received a bachelor's degree in Sociology and a certificate in 

Latin American Studies.

Lorena Barberia is responsible for student program development in Brazil and for directing the Center's Cuban 

Studies Program, a post she has held since 2000. She is pursuing her doctoral degree in public administration and 

government at the Fundação Getulio Vargas in São Paulo, where she has also participated as a consultant to the 

World Bank in a two-year research project examining the role of municipal governments in the promotion of 

economic development. She is co-editor of The Cuban Economy at the Start of the Twenty-First Century with Jorge I. 

Domínguez and Omar Everleny Pérez Villanueva (DRCLAS; Harvard University Press, 2004). She has also worked in 

Ecuador and Panama as a junior economist and at the Harvard Institute for International Development. Barberia 

obtained her master's degree in Public Policy from Harvard's Kennedy School of Government, where she received a 

Woodrow Wilson Fellowship and her bachelor's degree in Economics and Spanish from the University of California, 

Berkeley.  

Marina de Moura joined the Center's Brazil Office staff in October 2006. Previously she worked since 2001 at the 

Escola de Administração de Empresas de São Paulo da Fundação Getulio Vargas (EAESP-FGV) providing advice and 

orientation to students on internships and professional placement in the career office. De Moura is experienced in 

event organization and scholarship application administration. In the Brazil Office she works with Harvard students 

providing advice about Brazil and placement in the Brazil Summer Internship Program. She is completing a master's 

in Social Psychology from the Pontifícia Universidade Católica de São Paulo; her thesis title is "The notion of 

childhood in Brazil in the 1930s: analysis of Revista Infância".
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David Rockefeller (Harvard College '36) meets Brazil Office staff and interns in São Paulo.
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David Rockefeller (Harvard College '36) meets Brazil Office staff and interns in São Paulo.
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Erin Goodman
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Anika Grubbs
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Close-up of the South Building of 
Harvard's new Center for Government 
and International Studies (CGIS), 
which houses DRCLAS in Cambridge.
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Tel: +55 (11) 3549-9590
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